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Descriptors for Transport of Content
Advisory Information using ATSC A/
65-A Program and System Information
Protocol (PSIP),” 2001 (incorporated by
reference, see §15.38). Blocking of pro-
grams shall occur when a program rat-
ing is received that meets the pre-de-
termined user requirements. Digital
television receivers shall be able to re-
spond to changes in the content advi-
sory rating system.

(e) All television receivers as de-
scribed in paragraph (a) of this section
shall block programming as follows:

(1) Channel Blocking. Channel Block-
ing should occur as soon as a program
rating packet with the appropriate
Content Advisory or MPAA rating
level is received. Program blocking is
described as a receiver performing all
of the following:

e Muting the program audio.

e Rendering the video black or otherwise
indecipherable.

e Eliminating program-related captions.

(2) Default State. The default state of
a receiver (i.e., as provided to the con-
sumer) should not block unrated pro-
grams. However, it is permissible to in-
clude features that allow the user to
reprogram the receiver to block pro-
grams that are not rated.

(8) Picture-In-Picture (PIP). If a re-
ceiver has the ability to decode pro-
gram-related rating information for
the Picture-In-Picture (PIP) video sig-
nal, then it should block the PIP chan-
nel in the same manner as the main
channel. If the receiver does not have
the ability to decode PIP program-re-
lated rating information, then it
should block or otherwise disable the
PIP if the viewer has enabled program
blocking.

(4) Selection of Ratings. Each tele-
vision receiver, in accordance with user
input, shall block programming based
on the age based ratings, the content
based ratings, or a combination of the
two.

(i) If the user chooses to block pro-
gramming according to its age based
rating level, the receiver must have the
ability to automatically block pro-
grams with a more restrictive age
based rating. For example, if all shows
with an age-based rating of TV-PG
have been selected for blocking, the
user should be able to automatically
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block programs with the more restric-
tive ratings of TV-14 and TV-MA.

(ii) If the user chooses to block pro-
gramming according to a combination
of age based and content based ratings
the receiver must have the ability to
automatically  block programming
with a more restrictive age rating but
a similar content rating. For example,
if all shows rated TV-PG-V have been
selected for blocking, the user should
be able to block automatically shows
with the more restrictive ratings of
TV-14-V and TV-MA-V.

(iii) The user should have the capa-
bility of overriding the automatic
blocking described in paragraphs
(e)(4)(i) and (4)(ii) of this section.

[63 FR 20133, Apr. 23, 1998, as amended at 68
FR 68546, Dec. 9, 2003; 69 FR 2849, Jan. 21,
2004; 69 FR 59534, Oct. 4, 2004; 73 FR 5682, Jan.
30, 2008; 74 FR 63079, Dec. 2, 2009; 77 FR 4913,
Feb. 1, 2012]

§15.121 Scanning receivers and fre-
quency converters used with scan-
ning receivers.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(c) of this section, scanning receivers
and frequency converters designed or
marketed for use with scanning receiv-
ers, shall:

(1) Be incapable of operating (tun-
ing), or readily being altered by the
user to operate, within the frequency
bands allocated to the Cellular Radio-
telephone Service in part 22 of this
chapter (cellular telephone bands).
Scanning receivers capable of ‘‘readily
being altered by the user’ include, but
are not limited to, those for which the
ability to receive transmissions in the
cellular telephone bands can be added
by clipping the leads of, or installing, a
simple component such as a diode, re-
sistor or jumper wire; replacing a plug-
in semiconductor chip; or programming
a semiconductor chip using special ac-
cess codes or an external device, such
as a personal computer. Scanning re-
ceivers, and frequency converters de-
signed for use with scanning receivers,
also shall be incapable of converting
digital cellular communication trans-
missions to analog voice audio.

(2) Be designed so that the tuning,
control and filtering circuitry is inac-
cessible. The design must be such that
any attempts to modify the equipment
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