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Federal Communications Commission

§ 15.105

until the condition causing the harmful interference has been corrected. Although not mandatory, it is strongly
recommended that the manufacturer of
an exempted device endeavor to have
the device meet the specific technical
standards in this part.
(a) A digital device utilized exclusively in any transportation vehicle including motor vehicles and aircraft.
(b) A digital device used exclusively
as an electronic control or power system utilized by a public utility or in an
industrial plant. The term public utility
includes equipment only to the extent
that it is in a dedicated building or
large room owned or leased by the utility and does not extend to equipment
installed in a subscriber’s facility.
(c) A digital device used exclusively
as industrial, commercial, or medical
test equipment.
(d) A digital device utilized exclusively in an appliance, e.g., microwave
oven, dishwasher, clothes dryer, air
conditioner (central or window), etc.
(e) Specialized medical digital devices (generally used at the direction
of or under the supervision of a licensed health care practitioner) whether used in a patient’s home or a health
care facility. Non-specialized medical
devices, i.e., devices marketed through
retail channels for use by the general
public, are not exempted. This exemption also does not apply to digital devices used for record keeping or any
purpose not directly connected with
medical treatment.
(f) Digital devices that have a power
consumption not exceeding 6 nW.
(g) Joystick controllers or similar
devices, such as a mouse, used with
digital devices but which contain only
non-digital circuitry or a simple circuit to convert the signal to the format
required (e.g., an integrated circuit for
analog to digital conversion) are
viewed as passive add-on devices, not
themselves directly subject to the
technical standards or the equipment
authorization requirements.
(h) Digital devices in which both the
highest frequency generated and the
highest frequency used are less than
1.705 MHz and which do not operate
from the AC power lines or contain
provisions for operation while connected to the AC power lines. Digital

devices that include, or make provision
for the use of, battery eliminators, AC
adaptors or battery chargers which
permit operation while charging or
that connect to the AC power lines indirectly, obtaining their power through
another device which is connected to
the AC power lines, do not fall under
this exemption.
(i) Responsible parties should note
that equipment containing more than
one device is not exempt from the technical standards in this part unless all
of the devices in the equipment meet
the criteria for exemption. If only one
of the included devices qualifies for exemption, the remainder of the equipment must comply with any applicable
regulations. If a device performs more
than one function and all of those functions do not meet the criteria for exemption, the device does not qualify
for inclusion under the exemptions.
§ 15.105

Information to the user.

(a) For a Class A digital device or peripheral, the instructions furnished the
user shall include the following or
similar statement, placed in a prominent location in the text of the manual:
NOTE: This equipment has been tested and
found to comply with the limits for a Class
A digital device, pursuant to part 15 of the
FCC Rules. These limits are designed to provide reasonable protection against harmful
interference when the equipment is operated
in a commercial environment. This equipment generates, uses, and can radiate radio
frequency energy and, if not installed and
used in accordance with the instruction
manual, may cause harmful interference to
radio communications. Operation of this
equipment in a residential area is likely to
cause harmful interference in which case the
user will be required to correct the interference at his own expense.

(b) For a Class B digital device or peripheral, the instructions furnished the
user shall include the following or
similar statement, placed in a prominent location in the text of the manual:
NOTE: This equipment has been tested and
found to comply with the limits for a Class
B digital device, pursuant to part 15 of the
FCC Rules. These limits are designed to provide reasonable protection against harmful
interference in a residential installation.
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This equipment generates, uses and can radiate radio frequency energy and, if not installed and used in accordance with the instructions, may cause harmful interference
to radio communications. However, there is
no guarantee that interference will not occur
in a particular installation. If this equipment does cause harmful interference to
radio or television reception, which can be
determined by turning the equipment off and
on, the user is encouraged to try to correct
the interference by one or more of the following measures:
—Reorient or relocate the receiving antenna.
—Increase the separation between the equipment and receiver.
—Connect the equipment into an outlet on a
circuit different from that to which the receiver is connected.
—Consult the dealer or an experienced radio/
TV technician for help.

(c) The provisions of paragraphs (a)
and (b) of this section do not apply to
digital devices exempted from the technical standards under the provisions of
§ 15.103.
(d) For systems incorporating several
digital devices, the statement shown in
paragraph (a) or (b) of this section
needs to be contained only in the instruction manual for the main control
unit.
(e) In cases where the manual is provided only in a form other than paper,
such as on a computer disk or over the
Internet, the information required by
this section may be included in the
manual in that alternative form, provided the user can reasonably be expected to have the capability to access
information in that form.
[54 FR 17714, Apr. 25, 1989, as amended at 68
FR 68546, Dec. 9, 2003]
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Conducted limits.

(a) Except for Class A digital devices,
for equipment that is designed to be
connected to the public utility (AC)
power line, the radio frequency voltage
that is conducted back onto the AC
power line on any frequency or frequencies within the band 150 kHz to 30
MHz shall not exceed the limits in the
following table, as measured using a 50
μH/50 ohms line impedance stabilization network (LISN). Compliance with
the provisions of this paragraph shall
be based on the measurement of the
radio frequency voltage between each
power line and ground at the power ter-

minal. The lower limit applies at the
band edges.
Conducted limit (dBμV)

Frequency of emission (MHz)

Quasi-peak

0.15–0.5 ...................
0.5–5 ........................
5–30 .........................

66 to 56* .............
56 .......................
60 .......................

Average
56 to 46*
46
50

*Decreases with the logarithm of the frequency.

(b) For a Class A digital device that
is designed to be connected to the public utility (AC) power line, the radio
frequency voltage that is conducted
back onto the AC power line on any
frequency or frequencies within the
band 150 kHz to 30 MHz shall not exceed
the limits in the following table, as
measured using a 50 μH/50 ohms LISN.
Compliance with the provisions of this
paragraph shall be based on the measurement of the radio frequency voltage
between each power line and ground at
the power terminal. The lower limit
applies at the boundary between the
frequency ranges.
Conducted limit (dBμV)

Frequency of emission (MHz)

Quasi-peak

0.15–0.5 ...................
0.5–30 ......................

79 .......................
73 .......................

Average
66
60

(c) The limits shown in paragraphs
(a) and (b) of this section shall not
apply to carrier current systems operating as unintentional radiators on frequencies below 30 MHz. In lieu thereof,
these carrier current systems shall be
subject to the following standards:
(1) For carrier current systems containing their fundamental emission
within the frequency band 535–1705 kHz
and intended to be received using a
standard AM broadcast receiver: no
limit on conducted emissions.
(2) For all other carrier current systems: 1000 μV within the frequency
band 535–1705 kHz, as measured using a
50 μH/50 ohms LISN.
(3) Carrier current systems operating
below 30 MHz are also subject to the radiated emission limits in § 15.109(e).
(d) Measurements to demonstrate
compliance with the conducted limits
are not required for devices which only
employ battery power for operation
and which do not operate from the AC
power lines or contain provisions for
operation while connected to the AC
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