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Federal Communications Commission § 15.101 

TABLE 1 TO PARAGRAPH (a) 

Type of device Equipment authorization 
required 

TV Broadcast Receiver ......................................................................................................... SDoC or Certification. 
FM Broadcast Receiver ......................................................................................................... SDoC or Certification. 
CB Receiver .......................................................................................................................... SDoC or Certification. 
Superregenerative Receiver .................................................................................................. SDoC or Certification. 
Scanning Receiver ................................................................................................................ Certification. 
Radar Detector ...................................................................................................................... Certification. 
All other receivers subject to Part 15 .................................................................................... SDoC or Certification. 
TV Interface Device ............................................................................................................... SDoC or Certification. 
Cable System Terminal Device ............................................................................................. SDoC or Certification. 
Stand-alone Cable input selector switch ............................................................................... SDoC or Certification. 
Class B personal computers and peripherals ....................................................................... SDoC or Certification. 
CPU boards and internal power supplies used with Class B personal computers .............. SDoC or Certification. 
Class B personal computers assembled using authorized CPU boards or power supplies SDoC or Certification. 
Class B external switching power supplies ........................................................................... SDoC or Certification. 
Other Class B digital devices & peripherals ......................................................................... SDoC or Certification. 
Class A digital devices, peripherals & external switching power supplies ........................... SDoC or Certification. 
Access Broadband over Power Line (Access BPL) .............................................................. Certification. 
All other devices .................................................................................................................... SDoC or Certification. 

(b) Only those receivers that operate 
(tune) within the frequency range of 
30–960 MHz, CB receivers and radar de-
tectors are subject to the authoriza-
tions shown in paragraph (a) of this 
section. Receivers operating above 960 
MHz or below 30 MHz, except for radar 
detectors and CB receivers, are exempt 
from complying with the technical pro-
visions of this part but are subject to 
§ 15.5. 

(c) Personal computers shall be au-
thorized in accordance with one of the 
following methods: 

(1) The specific combination of CPU 
board, power supply and enclosure is 
tested together and authorized under 
Supplier’s Declaration of Conformity 
or a grant of certification; 

(2) The personal computer is author-
ized under Supplier’s Declaration of 
Conformity or a grant of certification, 
and the CPU board or power supply in 
that computer is replaced with a CPU 
board or power supply that has been 
separately authorized under Supplier’s 
Declaration of Conformity or a grant of 
certification; or 

(3) The CPU board and power supply 
used in the assembly of a personal com-
puter have been separately authorized 
under Supplier’s Declaration of Con-
formity or a grant of certification; and 

(4) Personal computers assembled 
using either of the methods specified in 
paragraphs (c)(2) or (c)(3) of this sec-
tion must, by themselves, also be au-
thorized under Supplier’s Declaration 
of Conformity if they are marketed. 

However, additional testing is not re-
quired for this Supplier’s Declaration 
of Conformity, provided the procedures 
in § 15.102(b) are followed. 

(d) Peripheral devices, as defined in 
§ 15.3(r), shall be authorized under Sup-
plier’s Declaration of Conformity, or a 
grant of certification, as appropriate, 
prior to marketing. Regardless of the 
provisions of paragraphs (a) or (c) of 
this section, if a CPU board, power sup-
ply, or peripheral device will always be 
marketed with a specific personal com-
puter, it is not necessary to obtain a 
separate authorization for that product 
provided the specific combination of 
personal computer, peripheral device, 
CPU board and power supply has been 
authorized under Supplier’s Declara-
tion of Conformity or a grant of certifi-
cation as a personal computer. 

(1) No authorization is required for a 
peripheral device or a subassembly 
that is sold to an equipment manufac-
turer for further fabrication; that man-
ufacturer is responsible for obtaining 
the necessary authorization prior to 
further marketing to a vendor or to a 
user. 

(2) Power supplies and CPU boards 
that have not been separately author-
ized and are designed for use with per-
sonal computers may be imported and 
marketed only to a personal computer 
equipment manufacturer that has indi-
cated, in writing, to the seller or im-
porter that they will obtain Supplier’s 
Declaration of Conformity or a grant of 
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certification for the personal computer 
employing these components. 

(e) Subassemblies to digital devices 
are not subject to the technical stand-
ards in this part unless they are mar-
keted as part of a system in which case 
the resulting system must comply with 
the applicable regulations. Subassem-
blies include: 

(1) Devices that are enclosed solely 
within the enclosure housing the dig-
ital device, except for: Power supplies 
used in personal computers; devices in-
cluded under the definition of a periph-
eral device in § 15.3(r); and personal 
computer CPU boards, as defined in 
§ 15.3(bb); 

(2) CPU boards, as defined in 
§ 15.3(bb), other than those used in per-
sonal computers, that are marketed 
without an enclosure or power supply; 
and 

(3) Switching power supplies that are 
separately marketed and are solely for 
use internal to a device other than a 
personal computer. 

[82 FR 50832, Nov. 2, 2017] 

§ 15.102 CPU boards and power sup-
plies used in personal computers. 

(a) Authorized CPU boards and power 
supplies that are sold as separate com-
ponents shall be supplied with com-
plete installation instructions. These 
instructions shall specify all of the in-
stallation procedures that must be fol-
lowed to ensure compliance with the 
standards, including, if necessary, the 
type of enclosure, e.g., a metal enclo-
sure, proper grounding techniques, the 
use of shielded cables, the addition of 
any needed components, and any nec-
essary modifications to additional 
components. 

(1) Any additional parts needed to en-
sure compliance with the standards, 
except for the enclosure, are considered 
to be special accessories and, in accord-
ance with § 15.27, must be marketed 
with the CPU board or power supply. 

(2) Any modifications that must be 
made to a personal computer, periph-
eral device, CPU board or power supply 
during installation of a CPU board or 
power supply must be simple enough 
that they can be performed by the av-
erage consumer. Parts requiring sol-
dering, disassembly of circuitry or 

other similar modifications are not 
permitted. 

(b) Assemblers of personal computer 
systems employing modular CPU 
boards and/or power supplies are not 
required to test the resulting system 
provided the following conditions are 
met: 

(1) Each device used in the system 
has been authorized as required under 
this part (according to § 15.101(e), some 
subassemblies used in a personal com-
puter system may not require an au-
thorization); 

(2) The original label and identifica-
tion on each piece of equipment remain 
unchanged; 

(3) Each responsible party’s instruc-
tions to ensure compliance (including, 
if necessary, the use of shielded cables 
or other accessories or modifications) 
are followed when the system is assem-
bled; 

(4) If the system is marketed, the re-
sulting equipment combination is au-
thorized under Supplier’s Declaration 
of Conformity pursuant to § 15.101(c)(4) 
and a compliance information state-
ment, as described in § 2.1077(b) of this 
chapter, is supplied with the system. 
Marketed systems shall also comply 
with the labeling requirements in 
§ 15.19 and must be supplied with the in-
formation required under §§ 15.21, 15.27 
and 15.105; and 

(5) The assembler of a personal com-
puter system may be required to test 
the system and/or make necessary 
modifications if a system is found to 
cause harmful interference or to be 
noncompliant with the appropriate 
standards in the configuration in which 
it is marketed (see §§ 2.909, 15.1, 15.27(d) 
and 15.101(e)). 

[61 FR 31050, June 19, 1996, as amended at 82 
FR 50833, Nov. 2, 2017] 

§ 15.103 Exempted devices. 
The following devices are subject 

only to the general conditions of oper-
ation in §§ 15.5 and 15.29 and are exempt 
from the specific technical standards 
and other requirements contained in 
this part. The operator of the exempted 
device shall be required to stop oper-
ating the device upon a finding by the 
Commission or its representative that 
the device is causing harmful inter-
ference. Operation shall not resume 
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