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Federal Communications Commission § 97.19 

§ 97.17 Application for new license 
grant. 

(a) Any qualified person is eligible to 
apply for a new operator/primary sta-
tion, club station or military recre-
ation station license grant. No new li-
cense grant will be issued for a Novice 
or Advanced Class operator/primary 
station. 

(b) Each application for a new ama-
teur service license grant must be filed 
with the FCC as follows: 

(1) Each candidate for an amateur 
radio operator license which requires 
the applicant to pass one or more ex-
amination elements must present the 
administering VEs with all informa-
tion required by the rules prior to the 
examination. The VEs may collect all 
necessary information in any manner 
of their choosing, including creating 
their own forms. 

(2) For a new club or military recre-
ation station license grant, each appli-
cant must present all information re-
quired by the rules to an amateur radio 
organization having tax-exempt status 
under section 501(c)(3) of the Internal 
Revenue Code of 1986 that provides vol-
untary, uncompensated and unreim-
bursed services in providing club and 
military recreation station call signs 
(‘‘Club Station Call Sign Administrator’’) 
who must submit the information to 
the FCC in an electronic batch file. The 
Club Station Call Sign Administrator 
may collect the information required 
by these rules in any manner of their 
choosing, including creating their own 
forms. The Club Station Call Sign Ad-
ministrator must retain the applicants 
information for at least 15 months and 
make it available to the FCC upon re-
quest. The FCC will issue public an-
nouncements listing the qualified orga-
nizations that have completed a pilot 
autogrant batch filing project and are 
authorized to serve as a Club Station 
Call Sign Administrator. 

(c) No person shall obtain or attempt 
to obtain, or assist another person to 
obtain or attempt to obtain, an ama-
teur service license grant by fraudulent 
means. 

(d) One unique call sign will be shown 
on the license grant of each new pri-
mary, club and military recreation sta-
tion. The call sign will be selected by 
the sequential call sign system. Effec-

tive February 14, 2011, no club station 
license grants will be issued to a li-
censee who is shown as the license 
trustee on an existing club station li-
cense grant. 

[63 FR 68978, Dec. 14, 1998, as amended at 64 
FR 53242, Oct. 1, 1999; 65 FR 6549, Feb. 10, 2000; 
75 FR 78170, Dec. 15, 2010] 

§ 97.19 Application for a vanity call 
sign. 

(a) The person named in an operator/ 
primary station license grant or in a 
club station license grant is eligible to 
make application for modification of 
the license grant, or the renewal there-
of, to show a call sign selected by the 
vanity call sign system. Effective Feb-
ruary 14, 2011, the person named in a 
club station license grant that shows 
on the license a call sign that was se-
lected by a trustee is not eligible for an 
additional vanity call sign. (The person 
named in a club station license grant 
that shows on the license a call sign 
that was selected by a trustee is eligi-
ble for a vanity call sign for his or her 
operator/primary station license grant 
on the same basis as any other person 
who holds an operator/primary station 
license grant.) Military recreation sta-
tions are not eligible for a vanity call 
sign. 

(b) Each application for a modifica-
tion of an operator/primary or club sta-
tion license grant, or the renewal 
thereof, to show a call sign selected by 
the vanity call sign system must be 
filed in accordance with § 1.913 of this 
chapter. 

(c) Unassigned call signs are avail-
able to the vanity call sign system 
with the following exceptions: 

(1) A call sign shown on an expired li-
cense grant is not available to the van-
ity call sign system for 2 years fol-
lowing the expiration of the license. 

(2) A call sign shown on a surren-
dered or canceled license grant (except 
for a license grant that is canceled pur-
suant to § 97.31) is not available to the 
vanity call sign system for 2 years fol-
lowing the date such action is taken. 
(The availability of a call sign shown 
on a license canceled pursuant to § 97.31 
is governed by paragraph (c)(3) of this 
section.) 
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(i) This 2-year period does not apply 
to any license grant pursuant to para-
graph (c)(3)(i), (ii), or (iii) of this sec-
tion that is surrendered, canceled, re-
voked, voided, or set aside because the 
grantee acknowledged or the Commis-
sion determined that the grantee was 
not eligible for the exception. In such a 
case, the call sign is not available to 
the vanity call sign system for 30 days 
following the date such action is taken, 
or for the period for which the call sign 
would not have been available to the 
vanity call sign system pursuant to 
paragraphs (c)(2) or (3) of this section 
but for the intervening grant to the in-
eligible applicant, whichever is later. 

(ii) An applicant to whose operator/ 
primary station license grant, or club 
station license grant for which the ap-
plicant is the trustee, the call sign was 
previously assigned is exempt from the 
2-year period set forth in paragraph 
(c)(2) of this section. 

(3) A call sign shown on a license can-
celed pursuant to § 97.31 of this part is 
not available to the vanity call sign 
system for 2 years following the per-
son’s death, or for 2 years following the 
expiration of the license grant, which-
ever is sooner. If, however, a license is 
canceled more than 2 years after the li-
censee’s death (or within 30 days before 
the second anniversary of the licensee’s 
death), the call sign is not available to 
the vanity call sign system for 30 days 
following the date such action is taken. 
The following applicants are exempt 
from this 2-year period: 

(i) An applicant to whose operator/ 
primary station license grant, or club 
station license grant for which the ap-
plicant is the trustee, the call sign was 
previously assigned; or 

(ii) An applicant who is the spouse, 
child, grandchild, stepchild, parent, 
grandparent, stepparent, brother, sis-
ter, stepbrother, stepsister, aunt, 
uncle, niece, nephew, or in-law of the 
person now deceased or of any other de-
ceased former holder of the call sign, 
provided that the vanity call sign re-
quested by the applicant is from the 
group of call signs corresponding to the 
same or lower class of operator license 
held by the applicant as designated in 
the sequential call sign system; or 

(iii) An applicant who is a club sta-
tion license trustee acting with a writ-

ten statement of consent signed by ei-
ther the licensee ante mortem but who 
is now deceased, or by at least one rel-
ative as listed in paragraph (c)(3)(ii) of 
this section, of the person now de-
ceased or of any other deceased former 
holder of the call sign, provided that 
the deceased former holder was a mem-
ber of the club during his or her life. 

(d) The vanity call sign requested by 
an applicant must be selected from the 
group of call signs corresponding to the 
same or lower class of operator license 
held by the applicant as designated in 
the sequential call sign system. 

(1) The applicant must request that 
the call sign shown on the license 
grant be vacated and provide a list of 
up to 25 call signs in order of pref-
erence. In the event that the Commis-
sion receives more than one applica-
tion requesting a vanity call sign from 
an applicant on the same receipt day, 
the Commission will process only the 
first such application entered into the 
Universal Licensing System. Subse-
quent vanity call sign applications 
from that applicant with the same re-
ceipt date will not be accepted. 

(2) The first assignable call sign from 
the applicant’s list will be shown on 
the license grant. When none of those 
call signs are assignable, the call sign 
vacated by the applicant will be shown 
on the license grant. 

(3) Vanity call signs will be selected 
from those call signs assignable at the 
time the application is processed by 
the FCC. 

(4) A call sign designated under the 
sequential call sign system for Alaska, 
Hawaii, Caribbean Insular Areas, and 
Pacific Insular areas will be assigned 
only to a primary or club station 
whose licensee’s mailing address is in 
the corresponding state, common-
wealth, or island. This limitation does 
not apply to an applicant for the call 
sign as the spouse, child, grandchild, 
stepchild, parent, grandparent, step-
parent, brother, sister, stepbrother, 
stepsister, aunt, uncle, niece, nephew, 
or in-law, of the former holder now de-
ceased. 

[60 FR 7460, Feb. 8, 1995, as amended at 60 FR 
50123, Sept. 28, 1995; 60 FR 53132, Oct. 12, 1995; 
63 FR 68979, Dec. 14, 1998; 71 FR 66461, Nov. 15, 
2006; 75 FR 78170, Dec. 15, 2010] 
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