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Federal Communications Commission § 97.109 

§ 97.103 Station licensee responsibil-
ities. 

(a) The station licensee is responsible 
for the proper operation of the station 
in accordance with the FCC Rules. 
When the control operator is a dif-
ferent amateur operator than the sta-
tion licensee, both persons are equally 
responsible for proper operation of the 
station. 

(b) The station licensee must des-
ignate the station control operator. 
The FCC will presume that the station 
licensee is also the control operator, 
unless documentation to the contrary 
is in the station records. 

(c) The station licensee must make 
the station and the station records 
available for inspection upon request 
by an FCC representative. 

[54 FR 25857, June 20, 1989, as amended at 71 
FR 66462, Nov. 15, 2006; 75 FR 27201, May 14, 
2010] 

§ 97.105 Control operator duties. 
(a) The control operator must ensure 

the immediate proper operation of the 
station, regardless of the type of con-
trol. 

(b) A station may only be operated in 
the manner and to the extent per-
mitted by the privileges authorized for 
the class of operator license held by 
the control operator. 

§ 97.107 Reciprocal operating author-
ity. 

A non-citizen of the United States 
(‘‘alien’’) holding an amateur service 
authorization granted by the alien’s 
government is authorized to be the 
control operator of an amateur station 
located at places where the amateur 
service is regulated by the FCC, pro-
vided there is in effect a multilateral 
or bilateral reciprocal operating ar-
rangement, to which the United States 
and the alien’s government are parties, 
for amateur service operation on a re-
ciprocal basis. The FCC will issue pub-
lic announcements listing the coun-
tries with which the United States has 
such an arrangement. No citizen of the 
United States or person holding an 
FCC amateur operator/primary station 
license grant is eligible for the recip-
rocal operating authority granted by 
this section. The privileges granted to 

a control operator under this author-
ization are: 

(a) For an amateur service license 
granted by the Government of Canada: 

(1) The terms of the Convention Be-
tween the United States and Canada 
(TIAS No. 2508) Relating to the Oper-
ation by Citizens of Either Country of 
Certain Radio Equipment or Stations in 
the Other Country; 

(2) The operating terms and condi-
tions of the amateur service license 
issued by the Government of Canada; 
and 

(3) The applicable rules of this part, 
but not to exceed the control operator 
privileges of an FCC-granted Amateur 
Extra Class operator license. 

(b) For an amateur service license 
granted by any country, other than 
Canada, with which the United States 
has a multilateral or bilateral agree-
ment: 

(1) The terms of the agreement be-
tween the alien’s government and the 
United States; 

(2) The operating terms and condi-
tions of the amateur service license 
granted by the alien’s government; 

(3) The applicable rules of this part, 
but not to exceed the control operator 
privileges of an FCC-granted Amateur 
Extra Class operator license; and 

(c) At any time the FCC may, in its 
discretion, modify, suspend or cancel 
the reciprocal operating authority 
granted to any person by this section. 

[63 FR 68979, Dec. 14, 1998] 

§ 97.109 Station control. 
(a) Each amateur station must have 

at least one control point. 
(b) When a station is being locally 

controlled, the control operator must 
be at the control point. Any station 
may be locally controlled. 

(c) When a station is being remotely 
controlled, the control operator must 
be at the control point. Any station 
may be remotely controlled. 

(d) When a station is being automati-
cally controlled, the control operator 
need not be at the control point. Only 
stations specifically designated else-
where in this part may be automati-
cally controlled. Automatic control 
must cease upon notification by a Re-
gional Director that the station is 
transmitting improperly or causing 
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harmful interference to other stations. 
Automatic control must not be re-
sumed without prior approval of the 
Regional Director. 

[54 FR 39535, Sept. 27, 1989, as amended at 60 
FR 26001, May 16, 1995; 69 FR 24997, May 5, 
2004; 80 FR 53753, Sept. 8, 2015] 

§ 97.111 Authorized transmissions. 
(a) An amateur station may transmit 

the following types of two-way commu-
nications: 

(1) Transmissions necessary to ex-
change messages with other stations in 
the amateur service, except those in 
any country whose administration has 
notified the ITU that it objects to such 
communications. The FCC will issue 
public notices of current arrangements 
for international communications. 

(2) Transmissions necessary to meet 
essential communication needs and to 
facilitate relief actions. 

(3) Transmissions necessary to ex-
change messages with a station in an-
other FCC-regulated service while pro-
viding emergency communications; 

(4) Transmissions necessary to ex-
change messages with a United States 
government station, necessary to pro-
viding communications in RACES; and 

(5) Transmissions necessary to ex-
change messages with a station in a 
service not regulated by the FCC, but 
authorized by the FCC to communicate 
with amateur stations. An amateur 
station may exchange messages with a 
participating United States military 
station during an Armed Forces Day 
Communications Test. 

(b) In addition to one-way trans-
missions specifically authorized else-
where in this part, an amateur station 
may transmit the following types of 
one-way communications: 

(1) Brief transmissions necessary to 
make adjustments to the station; 

(2) Brief transmissions necessary to 
establishing two-way communications 
with other stations; 

(3) Telecommand; 
(4) Transmissions necessary to pro-

viding emergency communications; 
(5) Transmissions necessary to assist-

ing persons learning, or improving pro-
ficiency in, the international Morse 
code; and 

(6) Transmissions necessary to dis-
seminate information bulletins. 

(7) Transmissions of telemetry. 

[54 FR 25857, June 20, 1989, as amended at 56 
FR 56171, Nov. 1, 1991; 71 FR 25982, May 3, 
2006; 71 FR 66462, Nov. 15, 2006] 

§ 97.113 Prohibited transmissions. 
(a) No amateur station shall trans-

mit: 
(1) Communications specifically pro-

hibited elsewhere in this part; 
(2) Communications for hire or for 

material compensation, direct or indi-
rect, paid or promised, except as other-
wise provided in these rules; 

(3) Communications in which the sta-
tion licensee or control operator has a 
pecuniary interest, including commu-
nications on behalf of an employer, 
with the following exceptions: 

(i) A station licensee or station con-
trol operator may participate on behalf 
of an employer in an emergency pre-
paredness or disaster readiness test or 
drill, limited to the duration and scope 
of such test or drill, and operational 
testing immediately prior to such test 
or drill. Tests or drills that are not 
government-sponsored are limited to a 
total time of one hour per week; except 
that no more than twice in any cal-
endar year, they may be conducted for 
a period not to exceed 72 hours. 

(ii) An amateur operator may notify 
other amateur operators of the avail-
ability for sale or trade of apparatus 
normally used in an amateur station, 
provided that such activity is not con-
ducted on a regular basis. 

(iii) A control operator may accept 
compensation as an incident of a teach-
ing position during periods of time 
when an amateur station is used by 
that teacher as a part of classroom in-
struction at an educational institution. 

(iv) The control operator of a club 
station may accept compensation for 
the periods of time when the station is 
transmitting telegraphy practice or in-
formation bulletins, provided that the 
station transmits such telegraphy 
practice and bulletins for at least 40 
hours per week; schedules operations 
on at least six amateur service MF and 
HF bands using reasonable measures to 
maximize coverage; where the schedule 
of normal operating times and fre-
quencies is published at least 30 days in 
advance of the actual transmissions; 
and where the control operator does 
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