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Federal Communications Commission § 87.261 

Subpart H—Aeronautical 
Multicom Stations 

§ 87.237 Scope of service. 

(a) The communications of an aero-
nautical multicom station (multicom) 
must pertain to activities of a tem-
porary, seasonal or emergency nature 
involving aircraft in flight. Commu-
nications are limited to directing or 
coordinating ground activities from 
the air or aerial activities from the 
ground. Air-to-air communications will 
be authorized if the communications 
are directly connected with the air-to- 
ground or ground-to-air activities de-
scribed above. Multicom communica-
tions must not include those air/ground 
communications provided for elsewhere 
in this part. 

(b) If there is not unicom and an ap-
plicant is unable to meet the require-
ments for a unicom license, the appli-
cant will be eligible for a multicom li-
cense. 

(1) The multicom license becomes in-
valid when a unicom is established at 
the landing area. 

(2) Multicoms must not be used for 
ATC purposes other than the relay of 
ATC information between the pilot and 
air traffic controller. Relaying of ATC 
information is limited to the following: 

(i) Revisions of proposed departure 
time; 

(ii) Takeoff, arrival flight plan can-
cellation time; 

(iii) ATC clearances, provided a let-
ter of agreement is obtained from the 
FAA by the licensee of the multicom. 

(3) Communications by a multicom 
must be limited to the safe and expedi-
tious operation of private aircraft, per-
taining to the conditions of runways, 
types of fuel available, wind condi-
tions, weather information, dis-
patching or other information. On a 
secondary basis, multicoms may trans-
mit communictions which pertain to 
efficient portal-to-portal transit of an 
aircraft such as requests for ground 
transportation, food or lodging. 

§ 87.239 Supplemental eligibility. 

Each applicant for a multicom may 
be required to demonstrate why such a 

station is necessary, based on the scope 
of service defined above. 

[63 FR 68957, Dec. 14, 1998] 

§ 87.241 Frequencies. 

(a) 121.500 MHz: emergency and dis-
tress only; 

(b) 122.850 or 122.900 MHz; 
(c) 122.925 MHz: available for assign-

ment to communicate with aircraft 
when coordinating foresty manage-
ment and fire suppression, fish and 
game management and protection, and 
environmental monitoring and protec-
tion. 

Subpart I—Aeronautical Enroute 
Stations, Aeronautical Fixed 
Stations, and Aircraft Data 
Link Land Test Stations 

AERONAUTICAL ENROUTE STATIONS 

§ 87.261 Scope of service. 

(a) Aeronautical enroute stations 
provide operational control commu-
nications to aircraft along domestic or 
international air routes. Operational 
control communications include the 
safe, efficient and economical oper-
ation of aircraft, such as fuel, weather, 
position reports, aircraft performance, 
and essential services and supplies. 
Public correspondence is prohibited. 

(b) Service must be provided to any 
aircraft station licensee who makes co-
operative arrangements for the oper-
ation, maintenance and liability of the 
stations which are to furnish enroute 
service. In emergency or distress situa-
tions service must be provided without 
prior arrangements. 

(c) Except in Alaska, only one aero-
nautical enroute station licensee will 
be authorized at any one location. In 
Alaska, only one aeronautical enroute 
station licensee in the domestic service 
and one aeronautical enroute station 
licensee in the international service 
will be authorized at any one location. 
(Because enroute stations may provide 
service over a large area containing a 
number of air routes or only provide 
communications in the local area of an 
airport, location here means the area 
which can be adequately served by the 
particular station.) 
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(d) In Alaska, only stations which 
serve scheduled air carriers will be li-
censed to operate aeronautical enroute 
stations. Applicants must show that 
the station will provide communica-
tions only along routes served by 
scheduled air carriers. 

(e) Mobile units may be operated 
under an aeronautical enroute station 
authorization so long as the units are 
limited to use at an airport and are 
only used to communicate with air-
craft on the ground or the associated 
aeronautical enroute station. Mobile 
units are further limited to operation 
on the VHF frequencies listed in 
87.263(a)(1). 

(f) Mobile units licensed under para-
graph (e) of this section shall not be 
operated on air traffic control fre-
quencies, nor cause harmful inter-
ference to, communications on air traf-
fic control frequencies. 

[53 FR 28940, Aug. 1, 1988, as amended at 64 
FR 27476, May 20, 1999] 

§ 87.263 Frequencies. 
(a) Domestic VHF service. (1) Fre-

quencies in the 128.8125–132.125 MHz and 
136.4875–137.00 MHz bands are available 
to serve domestic routes, except that 
the frequency 136.750 MHz is available 
only to aeronautical enroute stations 
located at least 288 kilometers (180 
miles) from the Gulf of Mexico shore-
line (outside the Gulf of Mexico re-
gion). The frequencies 136.900 MHz, 
136.925 MHz, 136.950 MHz and 136.975 
MHz are available to serve domestic 
and international routes. Frequency 
assignments may be based on either 
8.33 kHz or 25 kHz spacing. Use of these 
frequencies must be compatible with 
existing operations and must be in ac-
cordance with pertinent international 
treaties and agreements. 

(2) A system or network of inter-
connected enroute stations may em-
ploy offset carrier techniques on the 
frequencies listed in paragraph (a)(1). 
The carrier frequencies of the indi-
vidual transmitters must not be offset 
by more than ±8kHz. 

(3) The frequencies 122.825 and 122.875 
MHz are available for assignment to 
enroute stations which provide local 
area service to aircraft approaching or 
departing a particular airport. These 
frequencies will be assigned without re-

gard to the restrictions contained in 
§ 87.261 (c) and (d). Only organizations 
operating aircraft with a maximum ca-
pacity of 56 passengers or 8,200 kg 
(18,000 lbs) cargo will be authorized use 
of these enroute frequencies. 

(4) In Alaska, the frequencies 131.500, 
131.600, 131.800 and 131.900 MHz may be 
assigned to aeronautical enroute sta-
tions without regard to the restrictions 
contained in § 87.261 (c) and (d). 

(5) The frequency 136.750 MHz is 
available in the Gulf of Mexico Region 
to serve domestic routes over the Gulf 
of Mexico and adjacent coastal areas. 
Assignment of this frequency in the 
Gulf of Mexico Region shall be to li-
censees first licensed on this frequency 
in the Gulf of Mexico Region prior to 
January 1, 1994, their successors and 
assigns, and is not subject to the condi-
tions in § 87.261(c) and paragraph (a)(2) 
of this section. For the purpose of this 
paragraph, the Gulf of Mexico Region 
is defined as an area bounded on the 
east, north, and west by a line 288 km 
(180 miles) from the Gulf of Mexico 
shore line. Inland stations must be lo-
cated within forty-eight kilometers (30 
miles) of the Gulf of Mexico shore line. 

(b) Domestic HF service. (1) Regular 
use of high frequencies for aeronautical 
enroute or any aeronautical mobile (R) 
communications in the domestic serv-
ice within the continental United 
States (excluding Alaska) will not be 
authorized. 

(2) These frequencies (carrier) are 
available for assignment to serve air-
craft operating in support of offshore 
drilling operations in open sea areas 
beyond the range of VHF propagation: 

KHZ 

2878.0 
3019.0 
3434.0 

4672.0 
5463.0 
5508.0 

(3) Alaska: The following frequencies 
(carrier) are available for assignment 
to serve domestic air routes in the 
Alaska area: 

(i) Throughout Alaska: Shared with 
the FAA and assigned where an appli-
cant shows the need for a service not 
provided by the FAA. 

KHZ 
2866.0 5631.0 

(ii) Alaska Aleutian chain and feeders. 

VerDate Sep<11>2014 17:53 Nov 28, 2016 Jkt 238217 PO 00000 Frm 00220 Fmt 8010 Sfmt 8010 Q:\47\47V5.TXT 31lp
ow

el
l o

n 
D

S
K

54
D

X
V

N
1O

F
R

 w
ith

 $
$_

JO
B


		Superintendent of Documents
	2020-01-16T15:28:46-0500
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




