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lation Required for Vessels on
the Great Lakes

§80.951 Applicability.

The Agreement Between the United
States of America and Canada for Pro-
motion of Safety on the Great Lakes
by Means of Radio, 1973, applies to ves-
sels of all countries when navigated on
the Great Lakes. The Great Lakes
Radio Agreement defines the Great
Lakes as ‘‘all waters of Lakes Ontario,
Erie, Huron (including Georgian Bay),
Michigan, Superior, their connecting
and tributary waters and the River St.
Lawrence as far east as the lower exit
of the St. Lambert Lock at Montreal in
the Province of Quebec, Canada,” but
does not include such of the connecting
and tributary waters as may be speci-
fied in the Technical Regulations. The
Technical Regulations do not include
any connecting and tributary waters
except the St. Mary’s River, the St.
Clair River, Lake St. Clair, the Detroit
River and the Welland Canal. A vessel
to which the Great Lakes Radio Agree-
ment applies and which falls into the
specific categories by paragraph (a), (b)
or (c) of this section and not excepted
by paragraph (d) or (e) of this section
must comply with this subpart while
navigated on the Great Lakes.

(a) Every vessel 20 meters (65 feet) or
over in length (measured from end to
end over the deck, exclusive of sheer).

(b) Every vessel engaged in towing
another vessel or floating object, ex-
cept:

(1) Where the maximum length of the
towing vessel, measured from end to
end over the deck exclusive of sheer, is
less than 8 meters (26 feet) and the
length or breadth of the tow, exclusive
of the towing line, is less than 20 me-
ters (65 feet);

(2) Where the vessel towed complies
with this subpart;

(3) Where the towing vessel and tow
are located within a booming ground
(an area in which logs are confined); or

(4) Where the tow has been under-
taken in an emergency and neither the
towing vessel nor the tow can comply
with this part.

(c) Any vessel carrying more than six
passengers for hire.

§80.953

(d) The requirements of the Great
Lakes Radio Agreement do not apply
to:

(1) Ships of war and troop ships;

(2) Vessels owned and operated by
any national government and not en-
gaged in trade.

(e) The Commission may if it con-
siders that the conditions of the voy-
age or voyages affecting safety (includ-
ing but not necessarily limited to the
regularity, frequency and nature of the
voyages, or other circumstances) are
such as to render full application of the
Great Lakes Agreement unreasonable
or unnecessary, exempt partially, con-
ditionally or completely, any indi-
vidual vessel for one or more voyages
or for any period of time not exceeding
one year.

§80.953 Inspection and certification.

(a) Each U.S. flag vessel subject to
the Great Lakes Agreement must have
an inspection of the required radio-
telephone installation at least once
every 13 months. This inspection must
be made while the vessel is in active
service or within not more than one
month before the date on which it is
placed in service.

(b) An inspection and certification of
a ship subject to the Great Lakes
Agreement must be made by a techni-
cian holding one of the following: a
General Radiotelephone Operator Li-
cense, a GMDSS Radio Maintainer’s Li-
cense, a Radiotelegraph Operator Li-
cense, a Second Class Radiotelegraph
Operator’s Certificate, or a First Class
Radiotelegraph Operator’s Certificate.
Additionally, the technician must not
be the vessel’s owner, operator, master,
or an employee of any of them. The re-
sults of the inspection must be re-
corded in the ship’s radiotelephone log
and include:

(1) The date the inspection was con-
ducted;

(2) The date by which the next in-
spection needs to be completed;

(3) The inspector’s printed name, ad-
dress, class of FCC license (including
the serial number);

(4) The results of the inspection, in-
cluding any repairs made; and

(5) The inspector’s signed and dated
certification that the vessel meets the
requirements of the Great Lakes
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