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§80.79

STATION REQUIREMENTS—SHIP STATIONS

§80.79 Inspection of ship station by a
foreign Government.

The Governments or appropriate ad-
ministrations of countries which a ship
visits may require the license of the
ship station or ship earth station to be
produced for examination. When the 1i-
cense cannot be produced without
delay or when irregularities are ob-
served, Governments or administra-
tions may inspect the radio installa-
tions to satisfy themselves that the in-
stallation conforms to the conditions
imposed by the Radio Regulations.

§80.80 Operating controls for ship sta-
tions.

(a) Each control point must be capa-
ble of:

(1) Starting and discontinuing oper-
ation of the station;

(2) Changing frequencies within the
same sub-band;

(3) Changing from transmission to re-
ception and vice versa.

(4) In the case of stations operating
in the 156-162 MHz bands, reducing
power output to one watt or less in ac-
cordance with §80.215(e).1

(b) Each ship station using teleg-
raphy must be capable of changing
from telegraph transmission to tele-
graph reception and vice versa without
manual switching.

(c) Each ship station using telephony
must be capable of changing from
transmission to reception and vice
versa within two seconds excluding a
change in operating radio channel.

(d) During its hours of service, each
ship station must be capable of:

(1) Commencing operation within one
minute;

1Ship station transmitters, except hand-
held portable transmitters, manufactured
after January 21, 1987 must automatically re-
duce the carrier power to one watt or less
when turned to the frequency 156.375 MHz or
156.650 MHz. All ship station tramsmitters,
except hand-held portable transmitters, used
after January 21, 1997, must automatically
reduce power as described above. A manual
override device must be provided which when
held by the operator will permit full carrier
power operation on channels 13 and 67. Hand-
held portable transmitters must be capable
of reducing power to one watt, but need not
do so automatically.
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(2) Discontinuing all emission within
five seconds after emission is no longer
desired.

(e) Each ship station using a multi-
channel installation for telegraphy (ex-
cept equipment intended for use only
in emergencies on frequencies below
515 kHz) must be capable of changing
from one radio channel to another
within:

(1) Five seconds if the channels are
within the same sub-band; or

(2) Fifteen seconds if the channels are
not within the same sub-band.

(f) Each ship station and marine-util-
ity station using a multi-channel in-
stallation for telephony must be capa-
ble of changing from one radio channel
to another within:

(1) Five seconds within the band 1605—
3500 kHz; or

(2) Three seconds within the band
156-162 MHz.

(g)(1) Any telegraphy transmitter
constructed since January 1, 1952, that
operates in the band 405-525 kHz with
an output power in excess of 2560 watts
must be capable of reducing the output
power to 150 watts or less.

(2) The requirement of paragraph
(g2)(1) of this section does not apply
when there is available in the same
station a transmitter capable of oper-
ation on the international calling fre-
quency 500 kHz and at least one work-
ing frequency within the band 405-525
kHz, capable of being energized by a
source of power other than an emer-
gency power source and not capable of
an output in excess of 100 watts when
operated on such frequencies.

[61 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 52
FR 35244, Sept. 18, 1987]

§80.81 Antenna requirements for ship
stations.

All telephony emissions of a ship sta-
tion or a marine utility station on
board ship within the frequency band
30-200 MHz must be vertically polar-
ized.

§80.83 Protection from potentially
hazardous RF radiation.

Any license or renewal application
for a ship earth station that will cause
exposure to radiofrequency (RF) radi-
ation in excess of the RF exposure
guidelines specified in §1.1307(b) of the



Federal Communications Commission

Commission’s Rules must comply with
the environmental processing rules set
forth in §§1.1301-1.1319 of this chapter.

[63 FR 28225, July 27, 1988]
OPERATING PROCEDURES—GENERAL

§80.86 International regulations appli-
cable.

In addition to being regulated by
these rules, the use and operation of
stations subject to this part are gov-
erned by the Radio Regulations and the
radio provisions of all other inter-
national agreements in force to which
the United States is a party.

§80.87 Cooperative use of frequency
assignments.

Each radio channel is available for
use on a shared basis only and is not
available for the exclusive use of any
one station or station licensee. Station
licensees must cooperate in the use of
their respective frequency assignments
in order to minimize interference and
obtain the most effective use of the au-
thorized radio channels.

§80.88 Secrecy of communication.

The station licensee, the master of
the ship, the responsible radio opera-
tors and any person who may have
knowledge of the radio communica-
tions transmitted or received by a
fixed, land, or mobile station subject to
this part, or of any radio-
communication service of such station,
must observe the secrecy requirements
of the Communications Act and the
Radio Regulations. See sections 501,
502, and 705 of the Communications Act
and Article 23 of the Radio Regula-
tions.

§80.89 Unauthorized transmissions.

Stations must not:

(a) Engage in superfluous
communication.

(b) Use telephony on 243 MHz.

(c) Use selective calling on 2182 kHz
or 156.800 MHz.

(d) When using telephony, transmit
signals or communications not ad-
dressed to a particular station or sta-
tions. This provision does not apply to
the transmission of distress, alarm, ur-
gency, or safety signals or messages, or
to test transmissions.

radio-
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(e) Transmit while on board vessels
located on land unless authorized
under a public coast station license.
Vessels in the following situations are
not considered to be on land for the
purposes of this paragraph:

(1) Vessels which are aground due to
a distress situation;

(2) Vessels in drydock undergoing re-
pairs; and

(3) State or local government vessels
which are involved in search and rescue
operations including related training
exercises.

(f) Transmit on frequencies or fre-
quency bands not authorized on the
current station license.

[61 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 52
FR 35244, Sept. 18, 1987; 62 FR 40304, July 28,
1997; 68 FR 46960, Aug. 7, 2003]

§80.90 Suspension of transmission.

Transmission must be suspended im-
mediately upon detection of a trans-
mitter malfunction and must remain
suspended until the malfunction is cor-
rected, except for transmission con-
cerning the immediate safety of life or
property, in which case transmission
must be suspended as soon as the emer-
gency is terminated.

§80.91 Order of priority of commu-
nications.

(a) All stations in the maritime mo-
bile service and the maritime mobile-
satellite service shall be capable of of-
fering four levels of priority in the fol-
lowing order:

(1) Distress calls, distress messages,
and distress traffic.

(2) Urgency communications.

(3) Safety communications.

(4) Other communications.

(b) In a fully automated system,
where it is impracticable to offer all
four levels of priority, category 1 shall
receive priority until such time as
intergovernmental agreements remove
exemptions granted for such systems
from offering the complete order of pri-
ority.

[68 FR 46960, Aug. 7, 2003]

§80.92

(a) The station operator must deter-
mine that the frequency is not in use
by monitoring the frequency before

Prevention of interference.
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