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Federal Communications Commission § 80.203 

Subpart E—General Technical 
Standards 

§ 80.201 Scope. 
This subpart gives the general tech-

nical requirements for the use of fre-
quencies and equipment in the mari-
time services. These requirements in-
clude standards for equipment author-
ization, frequency tolerance, modula-
tion, emission, power and bandwidth. 

§ 80.203 Authorization of transmitters 
for licensing. 

(a) Each transmitter authorized in a 
station in the maritime services after 
September 30, 1986, except as indicated 
in paragraphs (g), (h) and (i) of this sec-
tion, must be certificated by the Com-
mission for part 80 operations. The pro-
cedures for certification are contained 
in part 2 of this chapter. Transmitters 
of a model authorized before October 1, 
1986 will be considered type accepted 
for use in ship or coast stations as ap-
propriate. 

(b) The external controls, of mari-
time station transmitters capable of 
operation in the 156–162 MHz band and 
manufactured in or imported into the 
United States after August 1, 1990, or 
sold or installed after August 1, 1991, 
must provide for selection of only mar-
itime channels for which the maritime 
station is authorized. Such transmit-
ters must not be capable of being pro-
grammed by station operators using 
external controls to transmit on chan-
nels other than those programmed by 
the manufacturer, service or mainte-
nance personnel. 

(1) Any manufacturer procedures and 
special devices for programming must 
only be made available to service com-
panies employing licensed service and 
maintenance personnel that meet the 
requirements of § 80.169(a) and must not 
be made available with information 
normally provided to consumers. 

(2) The channels preprogrammed by 
manufacturers, service and mainte-
nance personnel for selection by the ex-
ternal controls of a maritime station 
transmitter must be limited to those 
channels listed in this part and the du-
plex channels listed in Appendix 18 of 
the international Radio Regulations. 
The duplex channels listed in Appendix 
18 of the international Radio Regula-

tions must be used only in the specified 
duplex mode. Simplex operations on 
Appendix 18 duplex channels that are 
not in accordance with this part are 
prohibited. 

(3) Except as provided in paragraph 
(b)(4) of this section, programming of 
authorized channels must be performed 
only by a person holding a First Class 
Radiotelegraph Operator’s Certificate, 
Second Class Radiotelegraph Opera-
tor’s Certificate, Radiotelegraph Oper-
ator License, or General Radio-
telephone Operator License using any 
of the following procedures: 

(4) Notwithstanding paragraph (b)(3) 
of this section, authorized channels 
may be programmed via computerized 
remote control by any person, provided 
that the remote control operation is 
designed to preclude the programming 
of channels not authorized to the li-
censee. 

(5) VHF maritime radio station 
transmitters capable of being pro-
grammed by station operators by 
means of external controls that are in-
stalled in a maritime station by Au-
gust 1, 1991, are authorized for use in-
definitely at the same maritime sta-
tion. 

(c) All VHF ship station transmitters 
that are either manufactured in or im-
ported into the United States, on or 
after August 1, 1993, or are initially in-
stalled on or after August 1, 1994, must 
be equipped with an automatic timing 
device that deactivates the transmitter 
and reverts the transmitter to the re-
ceive mode after an uninterrupted 
transmission period of five minutes, 
plus or minus 10 per cent. Additionally, 
such transmitters must have a device 
that indicates when the automatic 
timer has deactivated the transmitter. 
VHF ship station transmitters initially 
installed before August 1, 1994, are au-
thorized for use indefinitely at the 
same maritime station. VHF hand- 
held, portable transmitters are not re-
quired to comply with the require-
ments in paragraph (c) of this section 
except when used as described in 
§ 80.141. 

(d) Except for radar equipment, ap-
plicants for certification of radio 
equipment designed to satisfy Part II 
of Title III of the Communications Act 
or the Safety Convention must also 
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