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EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 81 FR 65305, Sep-
tember 22, 2016, §73.202 was amended in para-
graph (b) under South Dakota by adding
Eagle Butte, Channel 228C1, effective Oct. 17,
2016.

§73.203 Availability of channels.

(a) Except as provided for in para-
graph (b) of this section and §1.401(d) of
this chapter and 73.3573(a)(1), applica-
tions may be filed to construct new FM
broadcast stations only at the commu-
nities and on the channels contained in
the Table of Allotments (§73.202(b)).

(b) Applications filed on a first come,
first served basis for the minor modi-
fication of an existing FM broadcast
station may propose any change in
channel and/or class and/or community
not defined as major in §73.3573(a). Ap-
plications for a change in community
of license must comply with the re-
quirements set forth in §73.3573(g).

NOTE TO §73.203: This section is limited to
non-reserved band changes in channel and/or
class and/or community. Applications re-
questing such changes must meet either the
minimum spacing requirements of §73.207 at
the site specified in the application, without
resort to the provisions of the Commission’s
rules permitting short spaced stations as set
forth in §§73.213 through 73.215, or dem-
onstrate by a separate exhibit attached to
the application the existence of a suitable al-
lotment site that fully complies with §§73.207
and 73.315 without resort to §§73.213 through
73.215.

[71 FR 76219, Dec. 20, 2006]

§73.204 International agreements and
other restrictions on use of chan-
nels.

See §§73.207, 73.220 and 73.1650.
[49 FR 10264, Mar. 20, 1984]

§73.205

For the purpose of allotments and as-
signments, the United States is divided
into three zones as follows:

(a) Zone I consists of that portion of
the United States located within the
confines of the following lines drawn
on the United States Albers Equal Area
Projection Map (based on standard par-
allels 291/2° and 451/2°; North American
datum): Beginning at the most easterly
point on the State boundary line be-
tween North Carolina and Virginia;
thence in a straight line to a point on
the Virginia-West Virginia boundary

Zones.
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line located at north latitude 37°49" and
west longitude 80°12’30”; thence west-
erly along the southern boundary lines
of the States of West Virginia, Ohio,
Indiana, and Illinois to a point at the
junction of the Illinois, Kentucky, and
Missouri State boundary lines; thence
northerly along the western boundary
line of the State of Illinois to a point
at the junction of the Illinois, Iowa,
and Wisconsin State boundary lines;
thence easterly along the mnorthern
State boundary line of Illinois to the
90th meridian; thence north along this
meridian to the 43.5° parallel; thence
east along this parallel to the United
States-Canada border; thence southerly
and following that border until it again
intersects the 43.5° parallel; thence east
along this parallel to the 71st meridian;
thence in a straight line to the inter-
section of the 69th meridian and the
45th parallel; thence east along the
45th parallel to the Atlantic Ocean.
When any of the above lines pass
through a city, the city shall be consid-
ered to be located in Zone 1. (See Fig-
ure 1 of §73.699.)

(b) Zone I-A consists of Puerto Rico,
the Virgin Islands and that portion of
the State of California which is located
south of the 40th parallel.

(c) Zone II consists of Alaska, Hawaii
and the rest of the United States which
is not located in either Zone I or Zone
I-A.

[29 FR 14116, Oct. 14, 1964, and 31 FR 10125,
July 27, 1966, as amended at 48 FR 29504, June
27, 1983]

§73.207 Minimum distance separation
between stations.

(a) Except for assignments made pur-
suant to §73.213 or 73.215, FM allot-
ments and assignments must be sepa-
rated from other allotments and as-
signments on the same channel (co-
channel) and five pairs of adjacent
channels by not less than the minimum
distances specified in paragraphs (b)
and (c) of this section. The Commission
will not accept petitions to amend the
Table of Allotments unless the ref-
erence points meet all of the minimum
distance separation requirements of
this section. The Commission will not
accept applications for new stations, or
applications to change the channel or
location of existing assignments unless
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transmitter sites meet the minimum
distance separation requirements of
this section, or such applications con-
form to the requirements of §73.213 or
73.215. However, applications to modify
the facilities of stations with short-
spaced antenna locations authorized
pursuant to prior waivers of the dis-
tance separation requirements may be
accepted, provided that such applica-
tions propose to maintain or improve
that particular spacing deficiency.
Class D (secondary) assignments are
subject only to the distance separation
requirements contained in paragraph
(b)(3) of this section. (See §73.512 for
rules governing the channel and loca-
tion of Class D (secondary) assign-
ments.)

(b) The distances listed in Tables A,
B, and C apply to allotments and as-
signments on the same channel and
each of five pairs of adjacent channels.
The five pairs of adjacent channels are
the first (200 kHz above and 200 kHz
below the channel under consider-
ation), the second (400 kHz above and
below), the third (600 kHz above and
below), the fifty-third (10.6 MHz above
and below), and the fifty-fourth (10.8
MHz above and below). The distances in
the Tables apply regardless of whether
the proposed station class appears first
or second in the ‘‘Relation’ column of
the table.

(1) Domestic allotments and assign-
ments must be separated from each
other by not less than the distances in
Table A which follows:

TABLE A—MINIMUM DISTANCE SEPARATION
REQUIREMENTS IN KILOMETERS (MILES)

10.6/
; Co- 400/600
Relation 200 kHz 10.8
channel kHz MHz
Ato A ... 115 (71) | 72 (45) | 31 (19) 10 (6)
A to B1 143 (89) | 96 (60) | 48 (30) 12 (7)
AtoB ... 178 | 113 (70) | 69 (43) 15 (9)
(111)
142 (88) | 89 (55) | 42 (26) 12 (7)
166 | 106 (66) | 55 (34) 15 (9)
(103)
AtoCl ... 200 | 133(83) | 75(47)| 22 (14)
(124)
Ato CO ...cccceeee 215 | 152 (94) | 86 (53) | 25 (16)
(134)
AtoC . 226 165 | 95(59) | 29 (18)
(140) (103)
B1to Bl ........... 175 | 114 (71) | 50 (31) 14 (9)
(109)
B1t0B oo 211 | 145(90) | 71 (44) | 17 (11)
(131)
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TABLE A—MINIMUM DISTANCE SEPARATION RE-
QUIREMENTS IN KILOMETERS (MILES)—Contin-
ued

10.6/
: Co- 400/600
Relation 200 kHz 10.8
channel kHz MHz
B1to C3 ........... 175 | 114 (71) | 50 (31) 14 (9)
(109)
B1to C2 200 | 134 (83) | 56 (35) | 17 (11)
(124)
B1 to C1 233 161 | 77 (48)| 24 (15)
(145) (100)
B1to CO ............ 248 180 | 87 (54) | 27 (17)
(154) (112)
B1t0C oo 259 193 | 105 (65) | 31 (19)
(161) (120)
BtoB ...cceeees 241 169 | 74 (46) | 20 (12)
(150) (105)
BtoC3 ............. 211 | 145(90) | 71 (44) | 17 (11)
(131)
BtoC2 ..o 241 169 | 74 (46) | 20 (12)
(150) (105)
BtoC1 ... 270 195 | 79 (49) | 27 (17)
(168) (121)
B 10 CO overrrnen 272 214 | 89 (55) | 31(19)
(169) (133)
BtoC ..ccoeeeees 274 217 | 105 (65) | 35 (22)
(170) (135)
C3t0C3 ............ 153 (95) | 99 (62) | 43 (27) 14 (9)
C3to C2 ............ 177 | 117 (73) | 56 (35) | 17 (11)
(110)
C3to C1 ............ 211 | 144 (90) | 76 (47) | 24 (15)
(131)
C310 CO ....cccuee 226 163 | 87 (54) | 27 (17)
(140) (101)
C3t0C ..ccevee 237 176 | 96 (60) | 31 (19)
(147) (109)
C2to C2 ............ 190 | 130 (81) | 58 (36) | 20 (12)
(118)
C2t0 C1 ... 224 | 158 (98) | 79 (49) | 27 (17)
(139)
C21t0 CO ....cceuee 239 176 | 89 (55) | 31 (19)
(148) (109)
C2t0C ..cceveee 249 188 | 105 (65) | 35 (22)
(155) (117)
CitoC1 ............ 245 177 | 82 (51) | 34 (21)
(152) (110)
259 196 | 94 (58) | 37 (23)
(161) (122)
270 209 | 105 (65) | 41 (25)
(168) (130)
270 207 | 96 (60) | 41 (25)
(168) (129)
281 220 | 105 (65) | 45 (28)
(175) (137)
CtoC .o 290 241 | 105 (65) | 48 (30)
(180) (150)

(2) Under the Canada-United States
FM Broadcasting Agreement, domestic
U.S. allotments and assignments with-
in 320 kilometers (199 miles) of the
common border must be separated from
Canadian allotments and assignments
by not less than the distances given in
Table B, which follows. When applying
Table B, U.S. Class C2 allotments and
assignments are considered to be Class
B; also, U.S. Class C3 allotments and
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assignments and U.S. Class A assign-
ments operating with more than 3 kKW
ERP and 100 meters antenna HAAT (or
equivalent lower ERP and higher an-
tenna HAAT based on a class contour
distance of 24 km) are considered to be
Class B1.

TABLE B—MINIMUM DISTANCE SEPARATION
REQUIREMENTS IN KILOMETERS

Co- Adjacent Channels I.F.
Rela- Channel 106
ton 1 Hp | 200KHz | 400 kHz | 600 kHz | 10.8
MHz
AA . 132 85 45 37 8
A-B1 180 113 62 54 16
AB .. 206 132 76 69 16
A-C1 239 164 98 90 32
AC .. 242 177 108 100 32
B1-B1 197 131 70 57 24
B1-B 223 149 84 71 24
B1-C1 256 181 106 92 40
B1-C 259 195 116 103 40
B-B 237 164 94 74 24
B-C1 271 195 115 o5 | 40
BC .. 274 209 125 106 40
c1-
ci 202 217 134 101 48
c1-C 302 230 144 111 48
c-C 306 241 153 113 48

(3) Under the 1992 Mexico-United
States FM Broadcasting Agreement,
domestic U.S. assignments or allot-
ments within 320 kilometers (199 miles)
of the common border must be sepa-
rated from Mexican assignments or al-
lotments by not less than the distances
given in Table C in this paragraph
(b)(3). When applying Table C—

(i) U.S. or Mexican assignments or al-
lotments which have been notified
internationally as Class A are limited
to a maximum of 3.0 kW ERP at 100
meters HAAT, or the equivalent;

(ii) U.S. or Mexican assignments or
allotments which have been notified
internationally as Class AA are limited
to a maximum of 6.0 kW ERP at 100
meters HAAT, or the equivalent;

(iii) U.S. Class C3 assignments or al-
lotments are considered Class B1;

(iv) U.S. Class C2 assignments or al-
lotments are considered Class B; and

(v) Class C1 assignments or allot-
ments assume maximum facilities of
100 kW ERP at 300 meters HAAT. How-
ever, U.S. Class C1 stations may not, in
any event, exceed the domestic U.S.
limit of 100 kW ERP at 299 meters
HAAT, or the equivalent.
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TABLE C—MINIMUM DISTANCE SEPARATION
REQUIREMENTS IN KILOMETERS

400 kHz 10.6 or
Relaon | CChaN" | 200 kHz | or600 | 10.8 MHz
kHz (LF.)
100 61 25 8
11 68 31 9
138 88 48 11
163 105 65 14
196 129 74 21
210 161 94 28
115 72 31 10
143 9% 48 12
178 125 69 15
200 133 75 22
226 165 95 29
175 114 50 14
211 145 71 17
233 161 77 24
259 103 9 31
237 164 65 20
270 195 79 27
270 215 98 35
245 177 82 34
270 209 102 41
290 228 105 48

(c) The distances listed below apply
only to allotments and assignments on
Channel 253 (98.5 MHz). The Commis-
sion will not accept petitions to amend
the Table of Allotments, applications
for new stations, or applications to
change the channel or location of exist-
ing assignments where the following
minimum distances (between trans-
mitter sites, in kilometers) from any
TV Channel 6 allotment or assignment
are not met:

MINIMUM DISTANCE SEPARATION FROM TV
CHANNEL 6 (82—-88 MHZz)

FM Class TV Zone | | TV Zones I
17 22
19 23
22 26
19 23
22 26
29 33
36 41

[48 FR 29504, June 27, 1983, as amended at 49
FR 10264, Mar. 20, 1984; 49 FR 19670, May 9,
1984; 49 FR 50047, Dec. 26, 1984; 51 FR 26250,
July 22, 1986; 54 FR 14963, Apr. 14, 1989; 54 FR
16366, Apr. 24, 1989; 54 FR 19374, May 5, 1989;
54 FR 35338, Aug. 25, 1989; 56 FR 27426, June
14, 1991; 56 FR 57293, Nov. 8, 1991; 62 FR 50256,
Sept. 25, 1997; 65 FR 79776, Dec. 20, 2000]

§73.208 Reference points and distance
computations.

(a)(1) The following reference points
must be used to determine distance
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