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47 CFR Ch. I (10–1–16 Edition) § 73.203 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 81 FR 65305, Sep-
tember 22, 2016, § 73.202 was amended in para-
graph (b) under South Dakota by adding 
Eagle Butte, Channel 228C1, effective Oct. 17, 
2016. 

§ 73.203 Availability of channels. 
(a) Except as provided for in para-

graph (b) of this section and § 1.401(d) of 
this chapter and 73.3573(a)(1), applica-
tions may be filed to construct new FM 
broadcast stations only at the commu-
nities and on the channels contained in 
the Table of Allotments (§ 73.202(b)). 

(b) Applications filed on a first come, 
first served basis for the minor modi-
fication of an existing FM broadcast 
station may propose any change in 
channel and/or class and/or community 
not defined as major in § 73.3573(a). Ap-
plications for a change in community 
of license must comply with the re-
quirements set forth in § 73.3573(g). 

NOTE TO § 73.203: This section is limited to 
non-reserved band changes in channel and/or 
class and/or community. Applications re-
questing such changes must meet either the 
minimum spacing requirements of § 73.207 at 
the site specified in the application, without 
resort to the provisions of the Commission’s 
rules permitting short spaced stations as set 
forth in §§ 73.213 through 73.215, or dem-
onstrate by a separate exhibit attached to 
the application the existence of a suitable al-
lotment site that fully complies with §§ 73.207 
and 73.315 without resort to §§ 73.213 through 
73.215. 

[71 FR 76219, Dec. 20, 2006] 

§ 73.204 International agreements and 
other restrictions on use of chan-
nels. 

See §§ 73.207, 73.220 and 73.1650. 

[49 FR 10264, Mar. 20, 1984] 

§ 73.205 Zones. 
For the purpose of allotments and as-

signments, the United States is divided 
into three zones as follows: 

(a) Zone I consists of that portion of 
the United States located within the 
confines of the following lines drawn 
on the United States Albers Equal Area 
Projection Map (based on standard par-
allels 291/2° and 451/2°; North American 
datum): Beginning at the most easterly 
point on the State boundary line be-
tween North Carolina and Virginia; 
thence in a straight line to a point on 
the Virginia-West Virginia boundary 

line located at north latitude 37°49′ and 
west longitude 80°12′30″; thence west-
erly along the southern boundary lines 
of the States of West Virginia, Ohio, 
Indiana, and Illinois to a point at the 
junction of the Illinois, Kentucky, and 
Missouri State boundary lines; thence 
northerly along the western boundary 
line of the State of Illinois to a point 
at the junction of the Illinois, Iowa, 
and Wisconsin State boundary lines; 
thence easterly along the northern 
State boundary line of Illinois to the 
90th meridian; thence north along this 
meridian to the 43.5° parallel; thence 
east along this parallel to the United 
States-Canada border; thence southerly 
and following that border until it again 
intersects the 43.5° parallel; thence east 
along this parallel to the 71st meridian; 
thence in a straight line to the inter-
section of the 69th meridian and the 
45th parallel; thence east along the 
45th parallel to the Atlantic Ocean. 
When any of the above lines pass 
through a city, the city shall be consid-
ered to be located in Zone I. (See Fig-
ure 1 of § 73.699.) 

(b) Zone I-A consists of Puerto Rico, 
the Virgin Islands and that portion of 
the State of California which is located 
south of the 40th parallel. 

(c) Zone II consists of Alaska, Hawaii 
and the rest of the United States which 
is not located in either Zone I or Zone 
I-A. 

[29 FR 14116, Oct. 14, 1964, and 31 FR 10125, 
July 27, 1966, as amended at 48 FR 29504, June 
27, 1983] 

§ 73.207 Minimum distance separation 
between stations. 

(a) Except for assignments made pur-
suant to § 73.213 or 73.215, FM allot-
ments and assignments must be sepa-
rated from other allotments and as-
signments on the same channel (co- 
channel) and five pairs of adjacent 
channels by not less than the minimum 
distances specified in paragraphs (b) 
and (c) of this section. The Commission 
will not accept petitions to amend the 
Table of Allotments unless the ref-
erence points meet all of the minimum 
distance separation requirements of 
this section. The Commission will not 
accept applications for new stations, or 
applications to change the channel or 
location of existing assignments unless 
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