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§73.687 for TV stations. Measurements
must be made under all conditions of
modulation expected to be encountered
by the station whether transmitting
monophonic or stereophonic programs
and providing subsidiary communica-
tions services.

(c) TV visual equipment performance
measurements must be made with the
equipment adjusted for normal pro-
gram operation at the transmitter an-
tenna sampling port to yield the fol-
lowing information:

(1) Field strength or voltage of the
lower side-band for a modulating fre-
quency of 1.25 MHz or greater, (includ-
ing 3.58 MHz for color), and of the
upper side-band for a modulating fre-
quency of 4.75 MHz or greater.

(2) Data showing that the waveform
of the transmitted signal conforms to
that specified by the standards for TV
transmissions.

(3) Photographs of a test pattern
taken from a receiver or monitor con-
nected to the transmitter output.

(4) Data showing envelope delay char-
acteristics of the radiated signal.

(5) Data showing the attenuation of
spurious and harmonic radiation, if,
after type acceptance, any changes
have been made in the transmitter or
associated equipment (filters,
multiplexer, etc.) which could cause
changes in its radiation products.

(d) The data required by paragraphs
(b) and (c) of this section, together
with a description of the equipment
and procedure used in making the
measurements, signed and dated by the
qualified person(s) making the meas-
urements, must be kept on file at the
transmitter or remote control point for
a period of 2 years, and on request
must be made available during that
time to duly authorized representa-
tives of the FCC.

[47 FR 8589, Mar. 1, 1982, as amended at 51 FR
18450, May 20, 1986; 65 FR 30004, May 10, 2000]

§73.1610 Equipment tests.

(a) During the process of construc-
tion of a new broadcast station, the
permittee, after notifying the FCC in
Washington, D.C. may, without further
authority from the FCC, conduct
equipment tests for the purpose of
making such adjustments and measure-
ments as may be necessary to assure
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compliance with the terms of the con-
struction permit, the technical provi-
sions of the application therefore, the
rules and regulations and the applica-
ble engineering standards. For AM sta-
tions, equipment tests, including either
a directional or nondirectional proof of
performance required by the construc-
tion permit, may be conducted during
daytime hours provided that the an-
tenna system is first substantially
tuned during the experimental period.
The nondirectional proof shall be con-
ducted with power adjusted to 25% of
that specified in the permit for the au-
thorized directional facilities or, if ap-
plicable, to such higher power as is
specified in the same permit for au-
thorized nondirectional facilities. For
licensed stations, see §73.1615, Oper-
ation During Modification of Facili-
ties; and §73.157, Antenna Testing Dur-
ing Daytime.

(b) The FCC may notify the per-
mittee not to conduct equipment tests
or may modify, cancel, suspend, or
change the modes of testing or the
dates and times for such tests in order
to resolve interference complaints or
when such action may appear to be in
the public interest, convenience, and
necessity.

(c) Equipment tests may be contin-
ued so long as the construction permit
shall remain valid.

(d) The authorization for tests em-
bodied in this section shall not be con-
strued as constituting a license to op-
erate but as a necessary part of con-
struction.

[43 FR 32783, July 28, 1978, as amended at 47
FR 40174, Sept. 13, 1982; 50 FR 30947, July 31,
1985]

§73.1615 Operation during modifica-
tion of facilities.

When the licensee of an existing AM,
FM, TV or Class A TV station is in the
process of modifying existing facilities
as authorized by a construction permit
and determines it is necessary to either
discontinue operation or to operate
with temporary facilities to continue
program service, the following proce-
dures apply:

(a) Licensees holding a construction
permit for modification of directional
or nondirectional FM, TV or Class A
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TV or nondirectional AM station facili-
ties may, without specific FCC author-
ity, for a period not exceeding 30 days:

(1) Discontinue operation, or

(2) Operate with temporary facilities
to maintain, as nearly as possible, but
not exceed, the size of the presently li-
censed coverage area.

(b) Licensees of an AM station hold-
ing a construction permit which in-
volves directional facilities and which
does not involve a change in operating
frequency may, without specific FCC
authority, for a period not exceeding 30
days:

(1) Discontinue operation, or

(2) Operate with reduced power or
with parameters at variance from 1li-
censed tolerances while maintaining
monitoring point field strengths within
licensed limits during the period subse-
quent to the commencement of modi-
fications authorized by the construc-
tion permit, or

(3) Operate in a nondirectional mode
during the presently licensed hours of
directional operation with power re-
duced to 25% or less of the nominal 1i-
censed power, or whatever higher
power, not exceeding licensed power,
will insure that the radiated field
strength specified by the license is not
exceeded at any given asimuth for the
corresponding hours of directional op-
eration, or

(4) Operate in a nondirectional mode
during daytime hours, if not already so
licensed, only as necessary to conduct
a required nondirectional proof of per-
formance with a power not to exceed
25% of the maximum power authorized
by the construction permit for direc-
tional operation, or

(6) Operate during daytime hours
with either the daytime or nighttime
directional pattern and with the power
authorized by the construction permit
only as necessary to take proof of per-
formance measurements. Operating
power shall be promptly reduced to
presently licensed level during any sig-
nificant period of time that these
measurements are not being taken. No
daytime operation of construction per-
mit directional patterns authorized by
this paragraph shall be conducted be-
fore such patterns have been substan-
tially tuned during the experimental
period.
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(6) In the event the directional pat-
tern authorized by the construction
permit replaces a licensed directional
pattern, the licensee may operate with
the substantially adjusted construction
permit pattern during the cor-
responding licensed hours of direc-
tional operation with power not ex-
ceeding that specified for the licensed
pattern.

(c) Such operation or discontinuance
of operation in accordance with the
provisions of paragraph (a) or (b) of
this section may begin upon notifica-
tion to the FCC in Washington, DC.

(1) Should it be necessary to continue
the procedures in either paragraph (a)
or (b) of this section beyond 30 days, an
informal letter request signed by the
licensee or the licensee’s representa-
tive must be sent to the FCC in Wash-
ington, DC. prior to the 30th day.

(2) The license of a broadcasting sta-
tion that fails to transmit broadcast
signals for any consecutive 12-month
period expires as a matter of law at the
end of that period, notwithstanding
any provision, term, or condition of the
license or construction permit to the
contrary.

(d) Licensees of an AM station hold-
ing a construction permit which au-
thorizes both a change in frequency
and directional facilities must request
and obtain authority from the FCC in
Washington, DC. prior to using any
new installation authorized by the per-
mit, or using temporary facilities.

(1) The request is to be made at least
10 days prior to the date on which the
temporary operation is to commence.
The request is to be made by letter
which shall describe the operating
modes and facilities to be used. Such
letter requests shall be signed by the
licensee or the licensee’s representa-
tive.

(2) Discontinuance of operation is
permitted upon notification to the FCC
In Washington, DC. Should it be nec-
essary to discontinue operation longer
than 30 days, an informal letter re-
quest, signed by the licensee or the li-
censee’s representatives, must be sent
to the FCC in Washington, DC prior to
the 30th day.

(e) The FCC may modify or cancel
the temporary operation permitted
under the provisions of paragraph (a),
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(b), (¢) or (d) of this section without
prior notice or right to hearing.

[60 FR 30947, July 31, 1985, as amended at 61
FR 28767, June 6, 1996; 656 FR 30004, May 10,
2000]

§73.1620 Program tests.

(a) Upon completion of construction
of an AM, FM, TV or Class A TV sta-
tion in accordance with the terms of
the construction permit, the technical
provisions of the application, the rules
and regulations and the applicable en-
gineering standards, program tests
may be conducted in accordance with
the following:

(1) The permittee of a nondirectional
AM or FM station, or a nondirectional
or directional TV or Class A TV sta-
tion, may begin program tests upon no-
tification to the FCC in Washington,
DC provided that within 10 days there-
after, an application for a license is
filed with the FCC in Washington, DC.

(2) The permittee of an FM station
with a directional antenna system
must file an application for license on
FCC Form 302-FM requesting authority
to commence program test operations
at full power with the FCC in Wash-
ington, D.C. This license application
must be filed at least 10 days prior to
the date on which full power operations
are desired to commence. The applica-
tion for license must contain any ex-
hibits called for by conditions on the
construction permit. The staff will re-
view the license application and the re-
quest for program test authority and
issue a letter notifying the applicant
whether full power operation has been
approved. Upon filing of the license ap-
plication and related exhibits, and
while awaiting approval of full power
operation, the FM permittee may oper-
ate the directional antenna at one half
(50%) of the authorized effective radi-
ated power. Alternatively, the per-
mittee may continue operation with its
existing licensed facilities pending the
issuance of program test authority at
the full effective radiated power by the
staff.

(3) FM licensees replacing a direc-
tional antenna pursuant to §73.1690
(c)(2) without changes which require a
construction permit (see §73.1690(b))
may immediately commence program
test operations with the new antenna
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at one half (50%) of the authorized ERP
upon installation. If the directional an-
tenna replacement is an EXACT dupli-
cate of the antenna being replaced (i.e.,
same manufacturer, antenna model
number, and measured composite pat-
tern), program tests may commence
with the new antenna at the full au-
thorized power upon installation. The
licensee must file a modification of li-
cense application on FCC Form 302-FM
within 10 days of commencing oper-
ations with the newly installed an-
tenna, and the license application must
contain all of the exhibits required by
§73.1690(c)(2). After review of the modi-
fication-of-license application to cover
the antenna change, the Commission
will issue a letter notifying the appli-
cant whether program test operation
at the full authorized power has been
approved for the replacement direc-
tional antenna.

(4) The permittee of an AM station
with a directional antenna system
must file an application for license on
FCC Form 302-AM requesting program
test authority with the FCC in Wash-
ington, DC at least ten (10) days prior
to the date on which it desires to com-
mence program test operations. The
application must provide an AM direc-
tional antenna proof of performance,
containing the exhibits required by
§73.186. After review of the application
to cover the construction permit, the
Commission will issue a letter noti-
fying the applicant whether program
test operations may commence. Pro-
gram test operations may not com-
mence prior to issuance of staff ap-
proval.

(5) Except for permits subject to suc-
cessive license terms, the permittee of
an LPFM station may begin program
tests upon notification to the FCC in
Washington, DC, provided that within
10 days thereafter, an application for
license is filed. Program tests may be
conducted by a licensee subject to
mandatory license terms only during
the term specified on such licensee’s
authorization.

(b) The Commission reserves the
right to revoke, suspend, or modify
program tests by any station without
right of hearing for failure to comply
adequately with all terms of the con-
struction permit or the provisions of
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