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§64.6205

(e) TRS Fund Administrator. The enti-
ty selected by the Commission to ad-
minister the Interstate Telecommuni-
cations Relay Service Fund (TRS
Fund) established pursuant to subpart
F.

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 81 FR 65978,
Sept. 26, 2016, §64.6203 was added, effective
July 1, 2017.

§64.6205 Administration of the pro-
gram.

The Consumer and Governmental Af-
fairs Bureau shall designate a Commis-
sion official as the NDBEDP Adminis-
trator to ensure the effective, efficient,
and consistent administration of the
program, determine annual funding al-
locations and reallocations, and review
reimbursement claims to ensure that
the claimed costs are consistent with
the NDBEDP rules.

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 81 FR 65978,
Sept. 26, 2016, §64.6205 was added, effective
July 1, 2017.

§64.§207 Certification to receive fund-
ing.

For each state, including the District
of Columbia and U.S. territories, the
Commission will certify a single pro-
gram as the sole entity authorized to
receive reimbursement for NDBEDP
activities from the TRS Fund. Such en-
tity will have full responsibility for
distributing equipment and providing
related services, such as outreach, as-
sessments, installation, and training,
in that state, either directly or
through collaboration, partnership, or
contract with other individuals or enti-
ties in-state or out-of-state, including
other NDBEDP certified programs.

(a) Eligibility for certification. Public
or private entities, including, but not
limited to, equipment distribution pro-
grams, vocational rehabilitation pro-
grams, assistive technology programs,
schools for the deaf, blind, or deaf-
blind, organizational affiliates, inde-
pendent living centers, or private edu-
cational facilities, may apply to the
Commission for certification.

(b) When to apply. Applications for
certification shall be filed:

(1) Within 60 days after the effective
date of this section;

(2) At least one year prior to the ex-
piration of a program’s certification;
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(3) Within 30 days after public notice
of a program’s relinquishment of cer-
tification; and

(4) If an application deadline is ex-
tended or a vacancy exists for other
reasons than relinquishment or expira-
tion of a certification, within the time
period specified by public notice.

(¢) Qualifications. Applications shall
contain sufficient detail to dem-
onstrate the entity’s ability to meet
all criteria required for certification
and a commitment to comply with all
Commission requirements governing
the NDBEDP. The Commission shall
review applications and determine
whether to grant certification based on
the ability of an entity to meet the fol-
lowing qualifications, either directly
or in coordination with other programs
or entities, as evidenced in the applica-
tion and any supplemental materials,
including letters of recommendation:

(1) Expertise in the field of deaf-
blindness, including familiarity with
the culture and etiquette of individuals
who are deaf-blind;

(2) The ability to communicate effec-
tively with individuals who are deaf-
blind (for training and other purposes),
by among other things, using sign lan-
guage, providing materials in Braille,
ensuring that information made avail-
able online is accessible, and using
other assistive technologies and meth-
ods to achieve effective communica-
tion;

(3) Administrative and financial
management experience;

(4) Staffing and facilities sufficient
to administer the program, including
the ability to distribute equipment and
provide related services to low-income
individuals who are deaf-blind through-
out the state, including those in re-
mote areas;

(5) Experience with the distribution
of specialized customer premises equip-
ment, especially to individuals who are
deaf-blind;

(6) Experience in training consumers
on how to use Equipment and how to
set up Equipment for its effective use;

(7) Familiarity with Covered Serv-
ices; and,

(8) If the applicant is seeking renewal
of certification, ability to provide
Equipment and related services in com-
pliance with this subpart.
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