
250 

47 CFR Ch. I (10–1–16 Edition) § 54.903 

(2) Each carrier’s projected data for 
the following funding year filed pursu-
ant to § 54.903(a)(3) shall reflect the 
transfer of exchanges. 

(3) Each carrier’s actual data filed 
pursuant to § 54.903(a)(4) shall reflect 
the transfer of exchanges. All post- 
transaction CAF BLS shall be subject 
to true up by the Administrator pursu-
ant to § 54.903(b)(3). 

(b) In the event that a rate-of-return 
carrier acquires exchanges from a 
price-cap carrier, absent further action 
by the Commission, the exchanges 
shall receive the same amount of sup-
port and be subject to the same public 
interest obligations as specified in 
§ 54.310 or § 54.312, as applicable. 

(c) In the event that an entity other 
than a rate-of-return carrier acquires 
exchanges from a rate-of-return car-
rier, absent further action by the Com-
mission, the carrier will receive model- 
based support and be subject to public 
interest obligations as specified in 
§ 54.310. 

(d) This section does not alter any 
Commission rule governing the sale or 
transfer of exchanges, including the 
definition of ‘‘study area’’ in part 36 of 
this chapter. 

[81 FR 24343, Apr. 25, 2016] 

§ 54.903 Obligations of rate-of-return 
carriers and the Administrator. 

(a) To be eligible for CAF BLS, each 
rate-of-return carrier shall make the 
following filings with the Adminis-
trator. 

(1) Each rate-of-return carrier shall 
submit to the Administrator in accord-
ance with the schedule in § 54.1306 the 
number of lines it serves, within each 
rate-of-return carrier study area show-
ing residential and single-line business 
line counts, multi-line business line 
counts, and consumer broadband-only 
line counts separately. For purposes of 
this report, and for purposes of com-
puting support under this subpart, the 
residential and single-line business 
class lines reported include lines as-
sessed the residential and single-line 
business End User Common Line 
charge pursuant to § 69.104 of this chap-
ter, the multi-line business class lines 
reported include lines assessed the 
multi-line business End User Common 
Line charge pursuant to § 69.104 of this 

chapter, and consumer broadband-only 
lines reported include lines assessed 
the Consumer Broadband-only Loop 
rate charged pursuant to § 69.132 of this 
chapter or provided on a detariffed 
basis. For purposes of this report, and 
for purposes of computing support 
under this subpart, lines served using 
resale of the rate-of-return local ex-
change carrier’s service pursuant to 
section 251(c)(4) of the Communications 
Act of 1934, as amended, shall be con-
sidered lines served by the rate-of-re-
turn carrier only and must be reported 
accordingly. 

(2) A rate-of-return carrier may sub-
mit the information in paragraph (a) of 
this section in accordance with the 
schedule in § 54.1306, even if it is not re-
quired to do so. If a rate-of-return car-
rier makes a filing under this para-
graph, it shall separately indicate any 
lines that it has acquired from another 
carrier that it has not previously re-
ported pursuant to paragraph (a) of 
this section, identified by customer 
class and the carrier from which the 
lines were acquired. 

(3) Each rate-of-return carrier shall 
submit to the Administrator annually 
by March 31 projected data necessary 
to calculate the carrier’s prospective 
CAF BLS, including common line and 
consumer broadband-only loop cost and 
revenue data, for each of its study 
areas in the upcoming funding year. 
The funding year shall be July 1 of the 
current year through June 30 of the 
next year. The data shall be accom-
panied by a certification that the cost 
data is compliant with the Commis-
sion’s cost allocation rules and does 
not reflect duplicative assignment of 
costs to the consumer broadband-only 
loop and special access categories. 

(4) Each rate-of-return carrier shall 
submit to the Administrator on De-
cember 31 of each year the data nec-
essary to calculate a carrier’s Connect 
America Fund CAF BLS, including 
common line and consumer broadband- 
only loop cost and revenue data, for 
the prior calendar year. Such data 
shall be used by the Administrator to 
make adjustments to monthly per-line 
CAF BLS amounts to the extent of any 
differences between the carrier’s CAF 
BLS received based on projected com-
mon line cost and revenue data, and 
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the CAF BLS for which the carrier is 
ultimately eligible based on its actual 
common line and consumer broadband- 
only loop cost and revenue data during 
the relevant period. The data shall be 
accompanied by a certification that 
the cost data is compliant with the 
Commission’s cost allocation rules and 
does not reflect duplicative assignment 
of costs to the consumer broadband- 
only loop and special access categories. 

(b) Upon receiving the information 
required to be filed in paragraph (a) of 
this section, the Administrator shall: 

(1) Perform the calculations de-
scribed in § 54.901 and distribute sup-
port accordingly; 

(2) [Reserved] 
(3) Perform periodic reconciliation of 

the CAF BLS provided to each carrier 
based on projected data filed pursuant 
to paragraph (a)(3) of this section and 
the CAF BLS for which each carrier is 
eligible based on actual data filed pur-
suant to paragraph (a)(4) of this sec-
tion; and 

(4) Report quarterly to the Commis-
sion on the collection and distribution 
of funds under this subpart as described 
in § 54.702(h). Fund distribution report-
ing will be by state and by eligible 
telecommunications carrier within the 
state. 

[81 FR 24343, Apr. 25, 2016] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 81 FR 24343, Apr. 
25, 2016, § 54.903 was revised. However, para-
graph (a) of this section contains informa-
tion collection and recordkeeping require-
ments and will not become effective until ap-
proval has been given by the Office of Man-
agement and Budget. 

Subpart L—Mobility Fund 

SOURCE: 76 FR 73877, Nov. 29, 2011, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 54.1001 Mobility Fund—Phase I. 

The Commission will use competitive 
bidding, as provided in part 1, subpart 
AA, of this chapter, to determine the 
recipients of support available through 
Phase I of the Mobility Fund and the 
amount(s) of support that they may re-
ceive for specific geographic areas, sub-
ject to applicable post-auction proce-
dures. 

§ 54.1002 Geographic areas eligible for 
support. 

(a) Mobility Fund Phase I support 
may be made available for census 
blocks identified as eligible by public 
notice. 

(b) Except as provided in § 54.1004, 
coverage units for purposes of con-
ducting competitive bidding and dis-
bursing support based on designated 
road miles will be identified by public 
notice for each census block eligible 
for support. 

§ 54.1003 Provider eligibility. 
(a) Except as provided in § 54.1004, an 

applicant shall be an Eligible Tele-
communications Carrier in an area in 
order to receive Mobility Fund Phase I 
support for that area. The applicant’s 
designation as an Eligible Tele-
communications Carrier may be condi-
tional subject to the receipt of Mobil-
ity Fund support. 

(b) An applicant shall have access to 
spectrum in an area that enables it to 
satisfy the applicable performance re-
quirements in order to receive Mobility 
Fund Phase I support for that area. 
The applicant shall certify, in a form 
acceptable to the Commission, that it 
has received any Commission approvals 
necessary for such access at the time it 
applies to participate in competitive 
bidding and at the time that it applies 
for support and that it will retain such 
access for five (5) years after the date 
on which it is authorized to receive 
support. Pending requests for such ap-
provals are not sufficient to satisfy 
this requirement. 

(c) An applicant shall certify that it 
is financially and technically qualified 
to provide the services supported by 
Mobility Fund Phase I in order to re-
ceive such support. 

[76 FR 73877, Nov. 29, 2011, as amended at 77 
FR 14303, Mar. 9, 2012] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 77 FR 14303, Mar. 
9, 2012, § 54.1003, paragraph (b) was revised. 
This paragraph contains information and 
recordkeeping requirements and will not be-
come effective until approval has been given 
by the Office of Management and Budget. 

§ 54.1004 Service to Tribal Lands. 
(a) A Tribally-owned or -controlled 

entity that has pending an application 
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