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§54.724

§54.724 Time periods for Commission
approval of Administrator deci-
sions.

(a) The Wireline Competition Bureau
shall, within ninety (90) days, take ac-
tion in response to a request for review
of an Administrator decision that is
properly before it. The Wireline Com-
petition Bureau may extend the time
period for taking action on a request
for review of an Administrator decision
for a period of up to ninety days. The
Commission may also at any time, ex-
tend the time period for taking action
of a request for review of an Adminis-
trator decision pending before the
Wireline Competition Bureau.

(b) The Commission shall issue a
written decision in response to a re-
quest for review of an Administrator
decision that involves novel questions
of fact, law, or policy within ninety (90)
days. The Commission may extend the
time period for taking action on the re-
quest for review of an Administrator
decision. The Wireline Competition Bu-
reau also may extend action on a re-
quest for review of an Administrator
decision for a period of up to ninety
days.

[67 FR 13228, Mar. 21, 2002]

§54.725 Universal service disburse-
ments during pendency of a request
f(_)r review and Administrator deci-
sion.

(a) When a party has sought review of
an Administrator decision under
§54.719(a) through (c) in connection
with the schools and libraries support
mechanism or the rural health care
support mechanism, the Administrator
shall not reimburse a service provider
for the provision of discounted services
until a final decision has been issued
either by the Administrator or by the
Federal Communications Commission;
provided, however, that the Adminis-
trator may disburse funds for any
amount of support that is not the sub-
ject of an appeal.

(b) When a party has sought review of
an Administrator decision under
§54.719(a) through (c) in connection
with the high cost and low income sup-
port mechanisms, the Administrator
shall not disburse support to a service
provider until a final decision has been
issued either by the Administrator or
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by the Federal Communications Com-
mission; provided, however, that the
Administrator may disburse funds for
any amount of support that is not the
subject of an appeal.

Subpart J—Remote Areas Fund

SOURCE: 81 FR 44952, July 7, 2016, unless
otherwise noted.

§54.801 Use of competitive bidding for
Remote Areas Fund.

The Commission will use competitive
bidding, as provided in part 1, subpart
AA of this chapter, to determine the
recipients of Remote Areas Fund sup-
port and the amount of support that
they may receive for specific geo-
graphic areas, subject to applicable
post-auction procedures.

§54.802 Geographic areas eligible for
Remote Areas Fund support.

Remote Areas Fund support may be
made available for census blocks iden-
tified as eligible by public notice.

§54.803 Provider eligibility.

(a) Any eligible telecommunications
carrier is eligible to receive Remote
Areas Fund support in eligible areas.

(b) An entity may obtain eligible
telecommunications carrier designa-
tion after public notice of winning bid-
ders in the Remote Areas Fund auc-
tion.

(c) To the extent any entity seeks el-
igible telecommunications carrier des-
ignation prior to public notice of win-
ning bidders for Remote Areas Fund
support, its designation as an eligible
telecommunications carrier may be
conditional subject to the receipt of
Remote Areas Fund support.

§54.804 Application process.

(a) Any entity qualified to bid in the
Phase II auction pursuant to §54.315(a)
shall be pre-qualified to bid in the Re-
mote Areas Fund auction, subject to
the requirement that there be no mate-
rial change in any information pre-
viously submitted in the application to
bid for Phase II support.

(b) In addition to providing informa-
tion specified in §1.21001(b) of this
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