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Federal Communications Commission § 51.903 

(b) The obligations of paragraph (a) 
of this section shall not apply where 
the incumbent LEC proves to the state 
commission that: 

(1) The costs of providing a particular 
agreement to the requesting tele-
communications carrier are greater 
than the costs of providing it to the 
telecommunications carrier that origi-
nally negotiated the agreement, or 

(2) The provision of a particular 
agreement to the requesting carrier is 
not technically feasible. 

(c) Individual agreements shall re-
main available for use by tele-
communications carriers pursuant to 
this section for a reasonable period of 
time after the approved agreement is 
available for public inspection under 
section 252(h) of the Act. 

[69 FR 43771, July 22, 2004] 

Subpart J—Transitional Access 
Service Pricing 

SOURCE: 76 FR 73856, Nov. 29, 2011, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 51.901 Purpose and scope of transi-
tional access service pricing rules. 

(a) The purpose of this section is to 
establish rules governing the transi-
tion of intercarrier compensation from 
a calling-party’s-network pays system 
to a default bill-and-keep methodology. 
Following the transition, the exchange 
of traffic between and among service 
providers will, by default, be governed 
by bill-and-keep arrangements. 

(b) Effective December 29, 2011, the 
provisions of this subpart apply to re-
ciprocal compensation for tele-
communications traffic exchanged be-
tween telecommunications providers 
that is interstate or intrastate ex-
change access, information access, or 
exchange services for such access, 
other than special access. 

NOTE TO § 51.901: See FCC 11–161, figure 9 
(chart identifying steps in the transition). 

§ 51.903 Definitions. 
For the purposes of this subpart: 
(a) Competitive Local Exchange Carrier. 

A Competitive Local Exchange Carrier is 
any local exchange carrier, as defined 
in § 51.5, that is not an incumbent local 
exchange carrier . 

(b) Composite Terminating End Office 
Access Rate means terminating End Of-
fice Access Service revenue, calculated 
using demand for a given time period, 
divided by end office switching minutes 
for the same time period. 

(c) Dedicated Transport Access Service 
means originating and terminating 
transport on circuits dedicated to the 
use of a single carrier or other cus-
tomer provided by an incumbent local 
exchange carrier or any functional 
equivalent of the incumbent local ex-
change carrier access service provided 
by a non-incumbent local exchange 
carrier. Dedicated Transport Access Serv-
ice rate elements for an incumbent 
local exchange carrier include the en-
trance facility rate elements specified 
in § 69.110 of this chapter, the dedicated 
transport rate elements specified in 
§ 69.111 of this chapter, the direct- 
trunked transport rate elements speci-
fied in § 69.112 of this chapter, and the 
intrastate rate elements for function-
ally equivalent access services. Dedi-
cated Transport Access Service rate 
elements for a non-incumbent local ex-
change carrier include any function-
ally equivalent access services. 

(d) End Office Access Service means: 
(1) The switching of access traffic at 

the carrier’s end office switch and the 
delivery to or from of such traffic to 
the called party’s premises; 

(2) The routing of interexchange tele-
communications traffic to or from the 
called party’s premises, either directly 
or via contractual or other arrange-
ments with an affiliated or unaffiliated 
entity, regardless of the specific func-
tions provided or facilities used; or 

(3) Any functional equivalent of the 
incumbent local exchange carrier ac-
cess service provided by a non-incum-
bent local exchange carrier. End Office 
Access Service rate elements for an in-
cumbent local exchange carrier include 
the local switching rate elements spec-
ified in § 69.106 of this chapter, the car-
rier common line rate elements speci-
fied in § 69.154 of this chapter, and the 
intrastate rate elements for function-
ally equivalent access services. End Of-
fice Access Service rate elements for 
an incumbent local exchange carrier 
also include any rate elements assessed 
on local switching access minutes, in-
cluding the information surcharge and 
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