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§25.117

major amendment (as defined by para-
graph (b) of this section) after a ‘‘cut-
off”” date applicable to the application,
except under the following cir-
cumstances:

(1) The amendment resolves fre-
quency conflicts with authorized sta-
tions or other pending applications but
does not create new or increased fre-
quency conflicts;

(2) The amendment reflects only a
change in ownership or control found
by the Commission to be in the public
interest and, for which a requested ex-
emption from a ‘“‘cut-off’’ date is grant-
ed;

(3) The amendment corrects typo-
graphical, transcription, or similar
clerical errors which are clearly dem-
onstrated to be mistakes by reference
to other parts of the application, and
whose discovery does not create new or
increased frequency conflicts; or

(4) The amendment does not create
new or increased frequency conflicts,
and is demonstrably necessitated by
events which the applicant could not
have reasonably foreseen at the time of
filing.

(d) Any application for a GSO-like
satellite license within the meaning of
§25.158 will be considered to be a newly
filed application if it is amended by a
major amendment (as defined by para-
graph (b) of this section), and will
cause the application to lose its status
relative to later-filed applications in
the ‘“‘queue’ as described in §25.158.

(e) Any amendment to an application
shall be filed electronically through
the International Bureau Filing Sys-
tem (IBFS) in accordance with the ap-
plicable provisions of part 1, subpart Y
of this chapter. Amendments to space
station applications must be filed on
Form 312 and Schedule S. Amendments
to earth station applications must be
filed on Form 312 and Schedule B.

[66 FR 24016, May 28, 1991, as amended at 68
FR 51503, Aug. 27, 2003; 69 FR 47794, Aug. 6,
2004; 78 FR 8421, Feb. 6, 2013]

§25.117 Modification of station license.

(a) Except as provided for in §25.118
(Modifications not requiring prior au-
thorization), no modification of a radio
station governed by this part which af-
fects the parameters or terms and con-
ditions of the station authorization
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shall be made except upon application
to and grant of such application by the
Commission.

(b) Both earth station and space sta-
tion modification applications must be
filed electronically through the Inter-
national Bureau Filing System (IBFS)
in accordance with the applicable pro-
visions of part 1, subpart Y of this
chapter.

(c) Applications for modification of
earth station authorizations must be
submitted on FCC Form 312, Main
Form and Schedule B. Applications for
modification of space station author-
izations must be submitted on FCC
Form 312, Main Form and Schedule S.
Only those items that change need to
be specified, provided that the appli-
cant certifies that the remaining infor-
mation has not changed.

(d)(1) Except as set forth in §25.118(e),
applications for modifications of space
station authorizations shall be filed in
accordance with §25.114, but only those
items of information listed in §25.114
that change need to be submitted, pro-
vided the applicant certifies that the
remaining information has not
changed.

(2) Applications for modifications of
space station authorizations will be
granted except under the following cir-
cumstances:

(i) Granting the modification would
make the applicant unqualified to op-
erate a space station under the Com-
mission’s rules.

(ii) Granting the modification re-
quest would not serve the public inter-
est, convenience, and necessity.

(iii) Except as set forth in paragraph
(d)(2)(iv) of this section, applications
for modifications of GSO-like space
station authorizations granted pursu-
ant to the procedure set forth in
§25.1568, which seek to relocate a GSO
satellite or add a frequency band to the
authorization, will be placed in a queue
pursuant to §25.158 and considered only
after previously filed space station li-
cense applications or space station
modification applications have been
considered.

(iv) Applications for modifications of
space station authorizations to in-
crease the authorized bandwidth will
not be considered in cases in which the
original space station authorization
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was granted pursuant to the procedures
set forth in §25.157(e) or §25.158(c)(4).

(v) Any 17/24 GHz BSS space station
operator whose license is conditioned
to operate at less than the power level
otherwise permitted by §25.208(c) and/
or (w) of this part, and is conditioned
to accept interference from a neigh-
boring 17/24 GHz BSS space station,
may file a modification application to
remove those two conditions in the
event that the license for that neigh-
boring space station is cancelled or
surrendered. In the event that two or
more such modification applications
are filed, and those applications are
mutually exclusive, the modification
applications will be considered on a
first-come, first-served basis pursuant
to the procedure set forth in §25.158 of
this part.

(3) In the event that a space station
licensee provides notification of a
planned license modification pursuant
to §25.118(e), and the Commission finds
that the proposed modification does
not meet the requirements of §25.118(e),
the Commission will issue a public no-
tice announcing that the proposed li-
cense modification will be considered
pursuant to the procedure specified in
paragraphs (d)(1) and (d)(2) of this sec-
tion.

(e) Any application for modification
of authorization to extend a required
date of completion, as set forth in
§25.133 for earth station authorizations
or §25.164 for space stations, or in-
cluded as a condition of any earth sta-
tion or space station authorization,
must include a verified statement from
the applicant:

(1) That states that the additional
time is required due to unforeseeable
circumstances beyond the applicant’s
control, describes these circumstances
with specificity, and justifies the pre-
cise extension period requested; or

(2) That states there are unique and
overriding public interest concerns
that justify an extension, identifies
these interests and justifies a precise
extension period (f) An application for
modification of a space station license
to add an ancillary terrestrial compo-
nent to an eligible satellite network
will be treated as a request for a minor
modification if the particulars of oper-
ations provided by the applicant com-

§25.117

ply with the criteria specified in
§25.149. Notwithstanding the treatment
of such an application as a minor modi-
fication, the Commission shall place
any initial application for the modi-
fication of a space station license to
add an ancillary terrestrial component
on notice for public comment. Except
as provided for in §25.149(f), no applica-
tion for authority to add an ancillary
terrestrial component to an eligible
satellite network shall be granted until
the applicant has demonstrated actual
compliance with the criteria specified
in §25.149(b).

(g2) In cases where an earth station 1li-
censee proposes additional transmit-
ters, facilities, or modifications, the
resulting transmissions of which can
reasonably be expected to cause the
power density to exceed the RF expo-
sure limits specified in part 1, subpart
I of this chapter by five percent, the li-
censee must submit an environmental
assessment pursuant to §1.1307(b)(3)(i)
of this chapter as an attachment to its
modification application.

(h) Unless otherwise ordered by the
Commission, an application for any of
the following kinds of modification of
the operation of a GSO space station
will be deemed granted 35 days after
the date of the public notice that the
application has been accepted for fil-
ing, provided no objection is filed dur-
ing the 30-day notice period and the ap-
plication does not propose a change
that would be inconsistent with a Com-
mission rule or require modification of
the BSS plan in Appendix 30 or the as-
sociated feeder-link Plan in Appendix
30A of the ITU Radio Regulations (both
incorporated by reference, see §25.108).

(1) Relocation of a DBS or GSO FSS
space station by no more than 0.15°
from the initially authorized orbital
location, provided the application in-
cludes a signed certification that:

(i) The space station operator has as-
sessed and limited the probability of
the satellite becoming a source of de-
bris as a result of collisions with large
debris or other operational satellites at
the new orbital location; and

(ii) The proposed station-keeping vol-
ume of the satellite following reloca-
tion will not overlap a station-keeping
volume reasonably expected to be occu-
pied by any other satellite, including

189



§25.118

those authorized by the Commission,
applied for and pending before the
Commission, or otherwise the subject
of an ITU filing and either in orbit or
progressing towards launch.

(2) Repositioning one or more an-
tenna beams by no more than 0.3 angu-
lar degrees from a line between the
space station and the initially author-
ized boresight location(s).

[66 FR 24016, May 28, 1991, as amended at 61
FR 9952, Mar. 12, 1996; 62 FR 5928, Feb. 10,
1997; 68 FR 33649, June 5, 2003; 68 FR 47858,
Aug. 12, 2003; 68 FR 51503, Aug. 27, 2003; 68 FR
62248, Nov. 3, 2003; 68 FR 63998, Nov. 12, 2003;
69 FR 47794, Aug. 6, 2004; 70 FR 32253, June 2,
2005; 72 FR 60279, Oct. 24, 2007; 78 FR 8421,
Feb. 6, 2013; 81 FR 55328, Aug. 18, 2016]

§25.118 Modifications
prior authorization.

(a) Earth station modifications, notifi-
cation required. Earth station licensees
may make the following modifications
without prior Commission authoriza-
tion, provided they notify the Commis-
sion, using FCC Form 312 and Schedule
B, within 30 days of the modification.
The notification must be filed elec-
tronically through the International
Bureau Filing System (IBFS) in ac-
cordance with the applicable provisions
of part 1, subpart Y of this chapter.

(1) Blanket-licensed earth station op-
erators may add remote terminals op-
erating on a primary basis without
prior authorization, provided they have
complied with all applicable frequency
coordination procedures in accordance
with §25.251.

(2) A licensee providing service on a
private carrier basis may change its
operations to common carrier status
without obtaining prior Commission
authorization. The licensee must no-
tify the Commission using FCC Form
312 within 30 days after the completed
change to common carrier status.

(3) An earth station operator may
change a point of communication with-
out prior authorization, provided the
operator does not repoint the earth
station’s antenna beyond any coordi-
nated range; and

(i) The change results from a space
station relocation described in para-
graph (e) of this section, or

(ii) The new point of communication
is a replacement GSO space station
within +0.15° of orbital longitude of the

not requiring
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same location, with authority to serve
the U.S., and the change does not en-
tail any increase in the earth station’s
EIRP or EIRP density.

(4) Licensees may make other
changes to their authorized earth sta-
tions without prior authority from the
Commission, provided the modification
does not involve:

(i) An increase in EIRP or EIRP den-
sity (either main lobe or off-axis);

(ii) Additional operating frequencies;

(iii) A change in polarization;

(iv) An increase in antenna height;

(v) Antenna repointing beyond any
coordinated range or

(vi) A change from the originally au-
thorized coordinates of more than 1
second in latitude or longitude for sta-
tions operating in frequency bands
shared with terrestrial systems or
more than 10 seconds of latitude or lon-
gitude for stations operating in fre-
quency bands not shared with terres-
trial systems.

(b) Earth station modifications, notifi-
cation mnot required. Notwithstanding
paragraph (a) of this section, equip-
ment in an authorized earth station
may be replaced without prior author-
ization and without notifying the Com-
mission if the new equipment is elec-
trically identical to the existing equip-
ment.

(c)-(d) [Reserved]

(e) Relocation of GSO space stations. A
space station licensee may relocate a
GSO space station without prior au-
thorization, but upon 30 days prior no-
tice to the Commission and any poten-
tially affected licensed spectrum user,
provided that the operator meets the
following requirements. The notifica-
tion must be filed electronically on
FCC Form 312 through the Inter-
national Bureau Filing System (IBFS)
in accordance with the applicable pro-
visions of part 1, subpart Y of this
chapter:

(1) The space station will be relo-
cated to a position within #0.15° of an
orbital location assigned to the same
licensee.

(2) The licensee certifies that the
space station will operate after the re-
location within the technical param-
eters authorized and coordinated for
the space station previously assigned
to that location.
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