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that new service and also present a 
business plan showing that the com-
peting applicant can operate the sys-
tem economically. Any competing ap-
plicant who proposes to replace analog 
technology with digital technology 
will receive no credit for its proposal 
unless it submits a business plan show-
ing how it will operate its system eco-
nomically and how it will provide more 
comprehensive service than does the 
incumbent licensee with existing and 
implemented cellular technology. 

§ 22.943 Limitations on transfer of con-
trol and assignment for authoriza-
tions issued as a result of a com-
parative renewal proceeding. 

Except as otherwise provided in this 
section, the FCC does not accept appli-
cations for consent to transfer of con-
trol or for assignment of the authoriza-
tion of a cellular system that has been 
acquired by the current licensee for the 
first time as a result of a comparative 
renewal proceeding until the system 
has provided service to subscribers for 
at least three years. 

(a) The FCC may accept and grant 
applications for consent to transfer of 
control or for assignment of the au-
thorization of a cellular system that is 
to be transferred as a part of a bona 
fide sale of an on-going business to 
which the cellular operation is inci-
dental. 

(b) The FCC may accept and grant 
applications for consent to transfer of 
control or for assignment of the au-
thorization of a cellular system that is 
to be transferred as a result of the 
death of the licensee. 

(c) The FCC may accept and grant 
applications for consent to transfer of 
control or for assignment of authoriza-
tion if the transfer or assignment is 
pro forma and does not involve a 
change in ownership. 

[67 FR 77192, Dec. 17, 2002] 

§ 22.946 Construction period for 
Unserved Area authorizations. 

The construction period applicable to 
new or modified Cellular facilities for 
which an authorization is granted pur-
suant to the Unserved Area process is 
one year, beginning on the date the au-
thorization is granted. To satisfy this 
requirement, a Cellular system must be 

providing service to mobile stations 
operated by subscribers and roamers. 
The licensee must notify the FCC (FCC 
Form 601) after the requirements of 
this section are met. See § 1.946 of this 
chapter. See also § 22.949. 

[79 FR 72151, Dec. 5, 2014] 

§ 22.947 [Reserved] 

§ 22.948 Geographic partitioning and 
spectrum disaggregation; spectrum 
leasing. 

Cellular licensees may apply to parti-
tion any portion of their licensed Cel-
lular Geographic Service Area (CGSA) 
or to disaggregate their licensed spec-
trum at any time following the grant 
of their authorization(s). Parties seek-
ing approval for partitioning and 
disaggregation shall request from the 
FCC an authorization for partial as-
signment of a license pursuant to § 1.948 
of this chapter. See also paragraph (d) 
of this section regarding spectrum leas-
ing. 

(a) Partitioning, disaggregation, or com-
bined partitioning and disaggregation. 
Applicants must file FCC Form 603 
(‘‘Assignment of Authorization and 
Transfer of Control’’) pursuant to 
§ 1.948 of this chapter, as well as GIS 
map files and a reduced-size PDF map 
pursuant to § 22.953 for both the as-
signor and assignee. 

(b) Field strength limit. For purposes 
of partitioning and disaggregation, Cel-
lular systems must be designed so as to 
comply with § 22.983. 

(c) License term. The license term for 
a partitioned license area and for 
disaggregated spectrum will be the re-
mainder of the original license term. 

(d) Spectrum leasing. Cellular spec-
trum leasing is subject to all applica-
ble provisions of subpart X of part 1 of 
this chapter as well as the provisions of 
paragraph (a) of this section, except 
that applicants must file FCC Form 608 
(‘‘Application or Notification for Spec-
trum Leasing Arrangement or Private 
Commons Arrangement’’), not FCC 
Form 603. 

[79 FR 72152, Dec. 5, 2014] 

§ 22.949 Unserved Area licensing; min-
imum coverage requirements. 

(a) The Unserved Area licensing proc-
ess described in this section is on-going 
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and applications may be filed at any 
time, subject to the following coverage 
requirements: 

(1) Applicants for authority to oper-
ate a new Cellular system or expand an 
existing Cellular Geographic Service 
Area (CGSA) in Unserved Area must 
propose a CGSA or CGSA expansion of 
at least 130 contiguous square kilo-
meters (50 contiguous square miles) 
using the methodology of § 22.911. 

(2) Applicants for authority to oper-
ate a new Cellular system must not 
propose coverage of water areas only 
(or water areas and uninhabited islands 
or reefs only), except for Unserved Area 
in the Gulf of Mexico Service Area. 

(b) There is no limit to the number of 
Unserved Area applications that may 
be granted on each channel block of 
each CMA that is subject to the proce-
dures of this section. Consequently, 
Unserved Area applications are mutu-
ally exclusive only if the proposed 
CGSAs would overlap. Mutually exclu-
sive applications are processed using 
the general procedures under § 22.131. 

(c) Unserved Area applications under 
this section may propose a CGSA cov-
ering more than one CMA. Each 
Unserved Area application must re-
quest authorization for only one CGSA 
and must not propose a CGSA overlap 
with an existing CGSA. 

(d) Settlements among some, but not 
all, applicants with mutually exclusive 
applications for Unserved Area (partial 
settlements) under this section are pro-
hibited. Settlements among all appli-
cants with mutually exclusive applica-
tions under this section (full settle-
ments) are allowed and must be filed 
no later than the date that the FCC 
Form 175 (short-form) is filed. 

[79 FR 72152, Dec. 5, 2014] 

§ 22.950 Provision of service in the 
Gulf of Mexico Service Area 
(GMSA). 

The GMSA has been divided into two 
areas for licensing purposes, the Gulf of 
Mexico Exclusive Zone (GMEZ) and the 
Gulf of Mexico Coastal Zone (GMCZ). 
This section describes these areas and 
sets forth the process for licensing fa-
cilities in these two respective areas 
within the GMSA. 

(a) The GMEZ and GMCZ are defined 
as follows: 

(1) Gulf of Mexico Exclusive Zone. The 
geographical area within the Gulf of 
Mexico Service Area that lies between 
the coastline line and the southern de-
marcation line of the Gulf of Mexico 
Service Area, excluding the area com-
prising the Gulf of Mexico Coastal 
Zone. 

(2) Gulf of Mexico Coastal Zone. The 
geographical area within the Gulf of 
Mexico Service Area that lies between 
the coast line of Florida and a line ex-
tending approximately twelve nautical 
miles due south from the coastline 
boundary of the States of Florida and 
Alabama, and continuing along the 
west coast of Florida at a distance of 
twelve nautical miles from the shore-
line. The line is defined by Great Circle 
arcs connecting the following points 
(geographical coordinates listed as 
North Latitude, West Longitude) con-
secutively in the order listed: 

(i) 30°16′49″ N 87°31′06″ W 
(ii) 30°04′35″ N 87°31′06″ W 
(iii) 30°10′56″ N 86°26′53″ W 
(iv) 30°03′00″ N 86°00′29″ W 
(v) 29°33′00″ N 85°32′49″ W 
(vi) 29°23′21″ N 85°02′06″ W 
(vii) 29°49′44″ N 83°59′02″ W 
(viii) 28°54′00″ N 83°05′33″ W 
(ix) 28°34′41″ N 82°53′38″ W 
(x) 27°50′39″ N 83°04′27″ W 
(xi) 26°24′22″ N 82°23′22″ W 
(xii) 25°41′39″ N 81°49′40″ W 
(xiii) 24°59′02″ N 81°15′04″ W 
(xiv) 24°44′23″ N 81°57′04″ W 
(xv) 24°32′37″ N 82°02′01″ W 
(b) Service Area Boundary Calculation. 

The service area boundary of a cell site 
located within the Gulf of Mexico Serv-
ice Area is calculated pursuant to 
§ 22.911(a)(2). Otherwise, the service 
area boundary is calculated pursuant 
to § 22.911(a)(1) or § 22.911(b). 

(c) Gulf of Mexico Exclusive Zone 
(GMEZ). GMEZ licensees have an ex-
clusive right to provide Cellular serv-
ice in the GMEZ, and may add, modify, 
or remove facilities anywhere within 
the GMEZ without prior FCC approval. 
There is no Unserved Area licensing 
procedure for the GMEZ. 

(d) Gulf of Mexico Coastal Zone 
(GMCZ). The GMCZ is subject to the 
Unserved Area licensing procedures set 
forth in § 22.949. 

[67 FR 9610, Mar. 4, 2002, as amended at 79 FR 
72152, Dec. 5, 2014] 
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