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47 CFR Ch. | (10-1-16 Edition)
GENERAL

§1.1 Proceedings before the Commis-
sion.

The Commission may on its own mo-
tion or petition of any interested party
hold such proceedings as it may deem
necessary from time to time in connec-
tion with the investigation of any mat-
ter which it has power to investigate
under the law, or for the purpose of ob-
taining information necessary or help-
ful in the determination of its policies,
the carrying out of its duties or the
formulation or amendment of its rules
and regulations. For such purposes it
may subpena witnesses and require the
production of evidence. Procedures to
be followed by the Commission shall,
unless specifically prescribed in this
part, be such as in the opinion of the
Commission will best serve the pur-
poses of such proceedings.

(Sec. 403, 48 Stat. 1094; 47 U.S.C. 403)

§1.2 Declaratory rulings.

(a) The Commission may, in accord-
ance with section 5(d) of the Adminis-
trative Procedure Act, on motion or on
its own motion issue a declaratory rul-
ing terminating a controversy or re-
moving uncertainty.

(b) The bureau or office to which a
petition for declaratory ruling has been
submitted or assigned by the Commis-
sion should docket such a petition
within an existing or current pro-
ceeding, depending on whether the
issues raised within the petition sub-
stantially relate to an existing pro-
ceeding. The bureau or office then
should seek comment on the petition
via public notice. Unless otherwise
specified by the bureau or office, the
filing deadline for responsive pleadings
to a docketed petition for declaratory
ruling will be 30 days from the release
date of the public notice, and the de-
fault filing deadline for any replies will
be 15 days thereafter.

[76 FR 24390, May 2, 2011]
§1.3 Suspension, amendment, or waiv-
er of rules.

The provisions of this chapter may be
suspended, revoked, amended, or
waived for good cause shown, in whole
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or in part, at any time by the Commis-
sion, subject to the provisions of the
Administrative Procedure Act and the
provisions of this chapter. Any provi-
sion of the rules may be waived by the
Commission on its own motion or on
petition if good cause therefor is
shown.

CROSS REFERENCE: See subpart C of this
part for practice and procedure involving
rulemaking.

§1.4 Computation of time.

(a) Purpose. The purpose of this rule
section is to detail the method for com-
puting the amount of time within
which persons or entities must act in
response to deadlines established by
the Commission. It also applies to com-
putation of time for seeking both re-
consideration and judicial review of
Commission decisions. In addition, this
rule section prescribes the method for
computing the amount of time within
which the Commission must act in re-
sponse to deadlines established by stat-
ute, a Commission rule, or Commission
order.

(b) General Rule—Computation of Be-
ginning Date When Action is Initiated by
Commission or Staff. Unless otherwise
provided, the first day to be counted
when a period of time begins with an
action taken by the Commission, an
Administrative Law Judge or by mem-
bers of the Commission or its staff pur-
suant to delegated authority is the day
after the day on which public notice of
that action is given. See §1.4(b) (1)-(b)
of this section. Unless otherwise pro-
vided, all Rules measuring time from
the date of the issuance of a Commis-
sion document entitled ‘“‘Public No-
tice” shall be calculated in accordance
with this section. See §1.4(b)(4) of this
section for a description of the ‘‘Public
Notice” document. Unless otherwise
provided in §1.4 (g) and (h) of this sec-
tion, it is immaterial whether the first
day is a ‘“‘holiday.”” For purposes of this
section, the term public notice means
the date of any of the following events:
See §1.4(e)(1) of this section for defini-
tion of ‘“‘holiday.”

(1) For all documents in notice and
comment and non-notice and comment
rulemaking proceedings required by
the Administrative Procedure Act, 5

§1.4

U.S.C. 552, 553, to be published in the
FEDERAL REGISTER, including sum-
maries thereof, the date of publication
in the FEDERAL REGISTER.

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (b)(1): Licensing and
other adjudicatory decisions with respect to
specific parties that may be associated with
or contained in rulemaking documents are
governed by the provisions of §1.4(b)(2).

Example 1: A document in a Commission
rule making proceeding is published in the
FEDERAL REGISTER on Wednesday, May 6,
1987. Public notice commences on Wednes-
day, May 6, 1987. The first day to be counted
in computing the beginning date of a period
of time for action in response to the docu-
ment is Thursday, May 7, 1987, the ‘‘day after
the day’’ of public notice.

Example 2: Section 1.429(e) provides that
when a petition for reconsideration is timely
filed in proper form, public notice of its fil-
ing is published in the FEDERAL REGISTER.
Section 1.429(f) provides that oppositions to a
petition for reconsideration shall be filed
within 15 days after public notice of the peti-
tion’s filing in the FEDERAL REGISTER. Pub-
lic notice of the filing of a petition for recon-
sideration is published in the FEDERAL REG-
ISTER on Wednesday, June 10, 1987. For pur-
poses of computing the filing period for an
opposition, the first day to be counted is
Thursday, June 11, 1987, which is the day
after the date of public notice. Therefore, op-
positions to the reconsideration petition
must be filed by Thursday, June 25, 1987, 15
days later.

(2) For non-rulemaking documents
released by the Commission or staff,
including the Commission’s section 271
determinations, 47 U.S.C. 271, the re-
lease date.

Example 3: The Chief, Mass Media Bureau,
adopts an order on Thursday, April 2, 1987.
The text of that order is not released to the
public until Friday, April 3, 1987. Public no-
tice of this decision is given on Friday, April
3, 1987. Saturday, April 4, 1987, is the first
day to be counted in computing filing peri-
ods.

(3) For rule makings of particular ap-
plicability, if the rule making docu-
ment is to be published in the FEDERAL
REGISTER and the Commission so states
in its decision, the date of public notice
will commence on the day of the FED-
ERAL REGISTER publication date. If the
decision fails to specify FEDERAL REG-
ISTER publication, the date of public
notice will commence on the release
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