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Federal Communications Commission § 1.30001 

§ 1.21004 Winning bidder’s obligation 
to apply for support 

(a) Timely and Sufficient Application. 
A winning bidder has a binding obliga-
tion to apply for support by the appli-
cable deadline. A winning bidder that 
fails to file an application by the appli-
cable deadline or that for any reason is 
not subsequently authorized to receive 
support has defaulted on its bid. 

(b) Liability for Default Payment. A 
winning bidder that defaults is liable 
for a default payment, which will be 
calculated by a method that will be es-
tablished as provided in a public notice 
prior to competitive bidding. If the de-
fault payment is determined as a per-
centage of the defaulted bid amount, 
the default payment will not exceed 
twenty percent of the amount of the 
defaulted bid amount. 

(c) Additional Liabilities. A winning 
bidder that defaults, in addition to 
being liable for a default payment, 
shall be subject to such measures as 
the Commission may provide, includ-
ing but not limited to disqualification 
from future competitive bidding pursu-
ant to this subpart AA, competitive 
bidding for universal service support. 

Subpart BB—Disturbance of AM 
Broadcast Station Antenna 
Patterns 

SOURCE: 78 FR 66295, Nov. 5, 2013, as amend-
ed at 78 FR 70499, Nov. 26, 2013, unless other-
wise noted. 

§ 1.30000 Purpose. 
This rule part protects the oper-

ations of AM broadcast stations from 
nearby tower construction that may 
distort the AM antenna patterns. All 
parties holding or applying for Com-
mission authorizations that propose to 
construct or make a significant modi-
fication to an antenna tower or support 
structure in the immediate vicinity of 
an AM antenna, or propose to install 
an antenna on an AM tower, are re-
sponsible for completing the analysis 
and notice process described in this 
subpart, and for taking any measures 
necessary to correct disturbances of 
the AM radiation pattern, if such dis-
turbances occur as a result of the 
tower construction or modification or 

as a result of the installation of an an-
tenna on an AM tower. In the event 
these processes are not completed be-
fore an antenna structure is con-
structed, any holder of or applicant for 
a Commission authorization is respon-
sible for completing these processes be-
fore locating or proposing to locate an 
antenna on the structure, as described 
in this subpart. 

§ 1.30001 Definitions. 

For purposes of this subpart: 
(a) Wavelength at the AM frequency. In 

this subpart, critical distances from an 
AM station are described in terms of 
the AM wavelength. The AM wave-
length, expressed in meters, is com-
puted as follows: 

(300 meters)/(AM frequency in mega-
hertz) = AM wavelength in meters. 

For example, at the AM frequency of 
1000 kHz, or 1 MHz, the wavelength is 
(300/1 MHz) = 300 meters. 

(b) Electrical degrees at the AM fre-
quency. This term describes the height 
of a proposed tower as a function of the 
frequency of a nearby AM station. To 
compute tower height in electrical de-
grees, first determine the AM wave-
length in meters as described in para-
graph (a) of this section. Tower height 
in electrical degrees is computed as fol-
lows: (Tower height in meters)/(AM 
wavelength in meters) × 360 degrees = 
Tower height in electrical degrees. For 
example, if the AM frequency is 1000 
kHz, then the wavelength is 300 meters, 
per paragraph (a) of this section. A 
nearby tower 75 meters tall is therefore 
[75/300] × 360 = 90 electrical degrees tall 
at the AM frequency. 

(c) Proponent. The term proponent re-
fers in this section to the party pro-
posing tower construction or signifi-
cant modification of an existing tower 
or proposing installation of an antenna 
on an AM tower. 

(d) Distance from the AM station. The 
distance shall be calculated from the 
tower coordinates in the case of a non-
directional AM station, or from the 
array center coordinates given in 
CDBS or any successor database for a 
directional AM station. 
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