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the vessel, and accessible with not less 
than 26 cm (10 in.) head room. 

(c) Means must be provided for ade-
quately charging any rechargeable bat-
teries used in the vessel’s bridge-to- 
bridge radiotelephone installation. 
There must be provided a device which 
will give a continuous indication of the 
charging current during charging. 

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 58 
FR 44954, Aug. 25, 1993] 

§ 80.1017 Antenna system. 
(a) An antenna must be provided for 

nonportable bridge-to-bridge radio-
telephone installations which is non-
directional and vertically polarized. 
The construction and installation of 
this antenna must insure proper oper-
ation in time of an emergency. 

(b) In cases where portable bridge-to- 
bridge equipment is permanently asso-
ciated with a vessel, the equipment 
must be provided with a connector for 
an external antenna of a type capable 
of meeting requirements of paragraph 
(a) of this section and § 80.71. The vessel 
must be equipped with an external an-
tenna meeting requirements of para-
graph (a) of this section and § 80.71, ca-
pable of use with the portable equip-
ment during a normal listening watch. 

§ 80.1019 Antenna radio frequency in-
dicator. 

Each nonportable bridge-to-bridge 
transmitter must be equipped, at each 
point of control, with a carrier oper-
ated device which will provide contin-
uous visual indication when the trans-
mitter is supplying power to the an-
tenna transmission line or, in lieu 
thereof, a pilot lamp or meter which 
will provide continuous visual indica-
tion when the transmitter control cir-
cuits have been placed in a condition to 
activate the transmitter. 

[52 FR 35246, Sept. 18, 1987] 

§ 80.1021 Nameplate. 
A durable nameplate must be mount-

ed on the required radiotelephone or be 
an integral part of it. When the trans-
mitter and receiver comprise a single 
unit, one nameplate is sufficient. The 
nameplate must show at least the 
name of the manufacturer and the type 
or model number. 

§ 80.1023 Test of radiotelephone instal-
lation. 

Unless normal use of the required ra-
diotelephone installation demonstrates 
that the equipment is in proper oper-
ating condition, a test communication 
for this purpose must be made by a 
qualified operator each day the vessel 
is navigated. If the equipment is not in 
proper operating condition, the master 
must be promptly notified. The master 
must have it restored to effective oper-
ating condition as soon as possible. 

Subpart V—Emergency Position 
Indicating Radiobeacons (EPIRB’s) 
§ 80.1051 Scope. 

This subpart describes the technical 
and performance requirements for 
EPIRB stations. 

[73 FR 4488, Jan. 25, 2008] 

§ 80.1053 Prohibition on certification, 
manufacture, importation, sale or 
use of Class A, Class B, Class S, and 
INMARSAT–E EPIRBs. 

The manufacture, importation, or 
sale in the United States of Class A, 
Class B, Class S, or INMARSAT–E 
EPIRBs is prohibited. New Class A, 
Class B, Class S, or INMARSAT–E 
EPIRBs will no longer be certified by 
the Commission. 

[76 FR 67616, Nov. 2, 2011] 

§§ 80.1055–80.1059 [Reserved] 

§ 80.1061 Special requirements for 
406.0–406.1 MHz EPIRB stations. 

(a) Notwithstanding the provisions in 
paragraph (b) of this section, 406.0–406.1 
MHz EPIRBs must meet all the tech-
nical and performance standards con-
tained in the Radio Technical Commis-
sion for Maritime Services document 
entitled RTCM 11000.2 (incorporated by 
reference, see § 80.7), and must also 
comply with the standards specified in 
§ 80.1101(c)(5). 

(b) The 406.0–406.1 EPIRB must con-
tain as an integral part a ‘‘homing’’ 
beacon operating only on 121.500 MHz 
that meets all the requirements de-
scribed in the RTCM Recommended 
Standards document described in para-
graph (a) of this section. The 121.500 
MHz ‘‘homing’’ beacon must have a 
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continuous duty cycle that may be in-
terrupted during the transmission of 
the 406.0–406.1 MHz signal only. Addi-
tionally, at least 30 percent of the total 
power emitted during any transmission 
cycle must be contained within plus or 
minus 30 Hz of the carrier frequency. 

(c) Prior to submitting a certifi-
cation application for a 406.0–406.1 MHz 
radiobeacon, the radiobeacon must be 
certified by a test facility recognized 
by one of the COSPAS–SARSAT Part-
ners that the equipment satisfies the 
design characteristics associated with 
the measurement methods described in 
COSPAS–SARSAT Standard C/S T.001 
(incorporated by reference, see § 80.7), 
and COSPAS–SARSAT Standard C/S 
T.007 (incorporated by reference, see 
§ 80.7). Additionally, the radiobeacon 
must be subjected to the environ-
mental and operational tests associ-
ated with the test procedures described 
in Appendix A of RTCM Standard 
11000.2 (incorporated by reference, see 
§ 80.7), by a test facility accepted by the 
U.S. Coast Guard for this purpose. In-
formation regarding accepted test fa-
cilities may be obtained from Com-
mandant (CG–5214), U.S. Coast Guard, 
2100 2nd St. SW., Stop 7126, Wash-
ington, DC 20593–7126, http:// 
www.uscg.mil.hq/cg5/cg5214/epirbs.asp. 

(1) After a 406.0–406.1 MHz EPIRB has 
been certified by the recognized test fa-
cilities the following information must 
be submitted in duplicate to the Com-
mandant (CG–5214), U.S. Coast Guard, 
2100 2nd Street SW., Stop 7126, Wash-
ington, DC 20593–7126: 

(2) After reviewing the information 
described in paragraph (c)(1) of this 
section the U.S. Coast Guard will issue 
a letter stating whether the radio-
beacon satisfies all RTCM Rec-
ommended Standards. 

(d) A certification application for a 
406.0–406.1 MHz EPIRB submitted to the 
Commission must also contain a copy 
of the U.S. Coast Guard letter that 
states the radiobeacon satisfies all 
RTCM Recommended Standards, a 
copy of the technical test data, and the 
instruction manual(s). 

(e) An identification code, issued by 
the National Oceanic and Atmospheric 
Administration (NOAA), the United 
States Program Manager for the 406.0– 
406.1 MHz COSPAS/SARSAT satellite 

system, must be programmed in each 
EPIRB unit to establish a unique iden-
tification for each EPIRB station. With 
each marketable EPIRB unit, the man-
ufacturer or grantee must include a 
postage pre-paid registration card 
printed with the EPIRB identification 
code addressed to: NOAA/SARSAT Bea-
con Registration, NSOF, E/SPO53, 1315 
East West Hwy, Silver Spring, MD 
20910–9684. The registration card must 
request the owner’s name, address, 
telephone number, type of ship, alter-
nate emergency contact and other in-
formation as required by NOAA. The 
registration card must also contain in-
formation regarding the availability to 
register the EPIRB at NOAA’s online 
web-based registration database at: 
http://www.beaconregistration.noaa.gov. 
In addition, the following statement 
must be included: ‘‘WARNING—failure 
to register this EPIRB with NOAA be-
fore installation could result in a mon-
etary forfeiture being issued to the 
owner.’’ 

(f) To enhance protection of life and 
property it is mandatory that each 
406.0–406.1 MHz EPIRB be registered 
with NOAA before installation and 
that information be kept up-to-date. 
Therefore, in addition to the identifica-
tion plate or label requirements con-
tained in §§ 2.925 and 2.926 of this chap-
ter, each 406.0–406.1 MHz EPIRB must 
be provided on the outside with a clear-
ly discernible permanent plate or label 
containing the following statement: 
‘‘The owner of this 406.0–406.1 MHz 
EPIRB must register the NOAA identi-
fication code contained on this label 
with the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration (NOAA) whose 
address is: NOAA/SARSAT Beacon Reg-
istration, NSOF, E/SPO53, 1315 East 
West Hwy, Silver Spring, MD 20910– 
9684.’’ Vessel owners shall advise NOAA 
in writing upon change of vessel or 
EPIRB ownership, transfer of EPIRB to 
another vessel, or any other change in 
registration information. NOAA will 
provide registrants with proof of reg-
istration and change of registration 
postcards. 

(g) For 406.0–406.1 MHz EPIRBs whose 
identification code can be changed 
after manufacture, the identification 
code shown on the plate or label must 
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be easily replaceable using commonly 
available tools. 

[68 FR 46974, Aug. 7, 2003, as amended at 69 
FR 64678, Nov. 8, 2004; 73 FR 4488, Jan. 25, 
2008; 76 FR 67616, Nov. 2, 2011; 79 FR 77918, 
Dec. 29, 2014] 

Subpart W—Global Maritime Dis-
tress and Safety System 
(GMDSS) 

GENERAL PROVISIONS 

This subpart contains the rules applicable 
to the Global Maritime Distress and Safety 
System (GMDSS). Every ship of the United 
States subject to part II of title III of the 
Communications Act or the Safety Conven-
tion must comply with the provisions of this 
subpart. The rules in this subpart are to be 
read in conjunction with the applicable re-
quirements contained elsewhere in this part; 
however, in case of conflict, the provisions of 
this subpart shall govern with respect to the 
GMDSS. For the purposes of this subpart, 
distress and safety communications include 
distress, urgency, and safety calls and mes-
sages. 

SOURCE: 57 FR 9065, Mar. 16, 1992, unless 
otherwise noted. 

NOTE: No provision of this subpart is in-
tended to eliminate, or in anyway modify, 
other requirements contained in this part 
with respect to part II of title III of the Com-
munications Act. 

§ 80.1065 Applicability. 

(a) The regulations contained within 
this subpart apply to all passenger 
ships regardless of size and cargo ships 
of 300 tons gross tonnage and upwards. 

(b) The requirements of this subpart 
do not modify the requirements for 
ships navigated on the Great Lakes or 
small passenger boats. The require-
ments contained in the Agreement Be-
tween the United States of America 
and Canada for Promotion of Safety on 
the Great Lakes by Means of Radio, 
1973, continue to apply (see subpart T 
of this part). The requirements con-
tained in part III of title III of the 
Communications Act continue to apply 
(see subpart S of this part). 

(c) No provision in this subpart is in-
tended to prevent the use by any ship, 
survival craft, or person in distress, of 
any means at their disposal to attract 

attention, make known their position 
and obtain help. 

[57 FR 9065, Mar. 16, 1992, as amended at 60 
FR 58245, Nov. 27, 1995; 60 FR 62927, Dec. 7, 
1995; 73 FR 4489, Jan. 25, 2008] 

§ 80.1067 Inspection of station. 
(a) Ships must have the required 

equipment inspected at least once 
every 12 months by an FCC-licensed 
technician holding a GMDSS Radio 
Maintainer’s License. If the ship passes 
the inspection the technician will issue 
a Safety Certificate. Safety Certifi-
cates may be obtained from the Com-
mission’s National Call Center at 1–888– 
CALL FCC (1–888–225–5322). The effec-
tive date of the ship Safety Certificate 
is the date the station is found to be in 
compliance or not later than one busi-
ness day later. The FCC-licensed tech-
nician must use the latest FCC Infor-
mation Bulletin, How to Conduct a 
GMDSS Inspection, which may be ob-
tained at http://www.fcc.gov. 

(b) Certificates issued in accordance 
with the Safety Convention must be 
posted in a prominent and accessible 
place on the ship. 

[57 FR 9065, Mar. 16, 1992, as amended at 63 
FR 29660, June 1, 1998; 80 FR 53752, Sept. 8, 
2015] 

§ 80.1069 Maritime sea areas. 
(a) For the purpose of this subpart, a 

ship’s area of operation is defined as 
follows: 

(1) Sea area A1. An area within the ra-
diotelephone coverage of at least one 
VHF coast station in which continuous 
DSC alerting is available as defined by 
the International Maritime Organiza-
tion. 

(2) Sea area A2. An area, excluding 
sea area A1, within the radiotelephone 
coverage of at least one MF coast sta-
tion in which continuous DSC alerting 
is available as defined by the Inter-
national Maritime Organization. 

(3) Sea area A3. An area, excluding 
sea areas A1 and A2, within the cov-
erage of an INMARSAT geostationary 
satellite in which continuous alerting 
is available. 

(4) Sea area A4. An area outside sea 
areas A1, A2 and A3. 

(b) Maritime sea areas are delineated 
in the International Maritime Organi-
zation Publication GMDSS Master 
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