
275 

Federal Communications Commission § 73.875 

reach such agreement, the Commission 
will require each applicant subject to 
involuntary time-sharing to simulta-
neously and confidentially submit 
their preferred time slots to the Com-
mission. If there are only two tied, 
grantable applications, the applicants 
must select between the following 12- 
hour time slots 3 a.m.–2:59 p.m., or 3 
p.m.–2:59 a.m. If there are three tied, 
grantable applications, each applicant 
must rank their preference for the fol-
lowing 8-hour time slots: 2 a.m.–9:59 
a.m., 10 a.m.–5:59 p.m., and 6 p.m.–1:59 
a.m. The Commission will require the 
applicants to certify that they did not 
collude with any other applicants in 
the selection of time slots. The Com-
mission will give preference to the ap-
plicant that has been local for the 
longest uninterrupted period of time. 
The Commission will award time in 
units as small as four hours per day. In 
the event an applicant neglects to des-
ignate its preferred time slots, staff 
will select a time slot for that appli-
cant. 

(3) Groups of more than three tied, 
grantable applications will not be eligi-
ble for licensing under this section. 
Where such groups exist, the Commis-
sion will dismiss all but the applica-
tions of the three applicants that have 
been local, as defined in § 73.853(b), for 
the longest uninterrupted periods of 
time. The Commission then will proc-
ess the remaining applications as set 
forth in paragraph (d)(2) of this section. 

(4) If concurrent license terms grant-
ed under this section are converted 
into universal voluntary time-sharing 
arrangements pursuant to paragraph 
(c)(4) of this section, the permit or li-
cense is renewable pursuant to §§ 73.801 
and 73.3539. 

(e) Settlements. Mutually exclusive 
applicants may propose a settlement at 
any time during the selection process 
after the release of a public notice an-
nouncing the mutually exclusive 
groups. Settlement proposals must 
comply with the Commission’s rules 
and policies regarding settlements, in-
cluding the requirements of §§ 73.3525, 
73.3588 and 73.3589. Settlement pro-
posals may include time-share agree-
ments that comply with the require-
ments of paragraph (c) of this section, 
provided that such agreements may 

not be filed for the purpose of point ag-
gregation outside of the 90 day period 
set forth in paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion. 

[65 FR 7640, Feb. 15, 2000, as amended at 65 
FR 67304, Nov. 9, 2000; 67 FR 13232, Mar. 21, 
2002; 73 FR 3217, Jan. 17, 2008; 78 FR 2108, Jan. 
9, 2013] 

§ 73.873 LPFM license period. 
(a) Initial licenses for LPFM stations 

will be issued for a period running until 
the date specified in § 73.1020 for full 
service stations operating in the LPFM 
station’s state or territory, or if issued 
after such date, determined in accord-
ance with § 73.1020. 

(b) The license of an LPFM station 
that fails to transmit broadcast signals 
for any consecutive 12-month period 
expires as a matter of law at the end of 
that period, notwithstanding any pro-
vision, term, or condition of the license 
to the contrary. 

[78 FR 2109, Jan. 9, 2013] 

§ 73.875 Modification of transmission 
systems. 

The following procedures and restric-
tions apply to licensee modifications of 
authorized broadcast transmission sys-
tem facilities. 

(a) The following changes are prohib-
ited: 

(1) Those that would result in the 
emission of signals outside of the au-
thorized channel exceeding limits pre-
scribed for the class of service. 

(2) Those that would cause the trans-
mission system to exceed the equip-
ment performance measurements pre-
scribed in § 73.508. 

(b) The following changes may be 
made only after the grant of a con-
struction permit application on FCC 
Form 318. 

(1) Any construction of a new tower 
structure for broadcast purposes, ex-
cept for replacement of an existing 
tower with a new tower of identical 
height and geographic coordinates. 

(2) Any change in station geographic 
coordinates, including coordinate cor-
rections and any move of the antenna 
to another tower structure located at 
the same coordinates. 

(3) Any change in antenna height 
more than 2 meters above or 4 meters 
below the authorized value. 
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(4) Any change in channel. 
(c) The following LPFM modifica-

tions may be made without prior au-
thorization from the Commission. A 
modification of license application 
(FCC Form 319) must be submitted to 
the Commission within 10 days of com-
mencing program test operations pur-
suant to § 73.1620. For applications filed 
pursuant to paragraph (c)(1) of this sec-
tion, the modification of license appli-
cation must contain an exhibit dem-
onstrating compliance with the Com-
mission’s radiofrequency radiation 
guidelines. In addition, for applications 
filed solely pursuant to paragraphs 
(c)(1) or (2) of this section, where the 
installation is on or near an AM tower, 
as defined in § 1.30002, an exhibit dem-
onstrating compliance with § 1.30003 or 
§ 1.30002, as applicable, is also required. 

(1) Replacement of an antenna with 
one of the same or different number of 
antenna bays, provided that the height 
of the antenna radiation center is not 
more than 2 meters above or 4 meters 
below the authorized values. Program 
test operations at the full authorized 
ERP may commence immediately upon 
installation pursuant to § 73.1620(a)(1). 

(2) Replacement of a transmission 
line with one of a different type or 
length which changes the transmitter 
operating power (TPO) from the au-
thorized value, but not the ERP, must 
be reported in a license modification 
application to the Commission. 

(3) Changes in the hours of operation 
of stations authorized pursuant to 
time-share agreements in accordance 
with § 73.872. 

[65 FR 7640, Feb. 15, 2000, as amended at 78 
FR 66298, Nov. 5, 2013] 

§ 73.877 Station logs for LPFM sta-
tions. 

The licensee of each LPFM station 
must maintain a station log. Each log 
entry must include the time and date 
of observation and the name of the per-
son making the entry. The following 
information must be entered in the sta-
tion log: 

(a) Any extinguishment or malfunc-
tion of the antenna structure obstruc-
tion lighting, adjustments, repairs, or 
replacement to the lighting system, or 
related notification to the FAA. See 
§§ 17.48 and 73.49 of this chapter. 

(b) Brief explanation of station out-
ages due to equipment malfunction, 
servicing, or replacement; 

(c) Operations not in accordance with 
the station license; and 

(d) EAS weekly log requirements set 
forth in § 11.61(a)(1)(v) of this chapter. 

[65 FR 67304, Nov. 9, 2000] 

§ 73.878 Station inspections by FCC; 
availability to FCC of station logs 
and records. 

(a) The licensee of a broadcast sta-
tion shall make the station available 
for inspection by representatives of the 
FCC during the station’s business 
hours, and at any time it is in oper-
ation. In the course of an inspection or 
investigation, an FCC representative 
may require special equipment or pro-
gram tests. 

(b) Station records and logs shall be 
made available for inspection or dupli-
cation at the request of the FCC or its 
representatives. Such logs or records 
may be removed from the licensee’s 
possession by an FCC representative 
or, upon request, shall be mailed by the 
licensee to the FCC by either reg-
istered mail, return receipt requested, 
or certified mail, return receipt re-
quested. The return receipt shall be re-
tained by the licensee as part of the 
station records until such records or 
logs are returned to the licensee. A re-
ceipt shall be furnished when the logs 
or records are removed from the licens-
ee’s possession by an FCC representa-
tive and this receipt shall be retained 
by the licensee as part of the station 
records until such records or logs are 
returned to the licensee. When the FCC 
has no further need for such records or 
logs, they shall be returned to the li-
censee. The provisions of this rule shall 
apply solely to those station logs and 
records that are required to be main-
tained by the provisions of this part. 

(1) Where records or logs are main-
tained as the official records of a rec-
ognized law enforcement agency and 
the removal of the records from the 
possession of the law enforcement 
agency will hinder its law enforcement 
activities, such records will not be re-
moved pursuant to this section if the 
chief of the law enforcement agency 
promptly certifies in writing to the 
FCC that removal of the logs or records 
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