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LPFM station to apply remedial tech-
niques that demonstrably will elimi-
nate the interference without impair-
ment of the original reception, the li-
censee of the LPFM station is absolved
of further responsibility for the com-
plaint.

(d) It shall be the responsibility of
the licensee of an LPFM station to cor-
rect any condition of interference that
results from the radiation of radio fre-
quency energy outside its assigned
channel. Upon notice by the FCC to the
station licensee or operator that such
interference is caused by spurious
emissions of the station, operation of
the station shall be immediately sus-
pended and not resumed until the in-
terference has been eliminated. How-
ever, short test transmissions may be
made during the period of suspended
operation to check the efficacy of re-
medial measures.

(e) In each instance where suspension
of operation is required, the licensee
shall submit a full report to the FCC in
Washington, DC, after operation is re-
sumed, containing details of the nature
of the interference, the source of the
interfering signals, and the remedial
steps taken to eliminate the inter-
ference.

[66 FR 7640, Feb. 15, 2000, as amended at 65
FR 67302, Nov. 9, 2000; 73 FR 3216, Jan. 17,
2008; 78 FR 2104, Jan. 9, 2013]

§73.810 Third adjacent channel inter-
ference.

(a) LPFM Stations Licensed at Loca-
tions That Do Not Satisfy Third-Adjacent
Channel Minimum Distance Separations.
An LPFM station licensed at a location
that does not satisfy the third-adjacent
channel minimum distance separations
set forth in §73.807 is subject to the fol-
lowing provisions:

(1) Such an LPFM station will not be
permitted to continue to operate if it
causes any actual third-adjacent chan-
nel interference to:

(i) The transmission of any author-
ized broadcast station; or

(ii) The reception of the input signal
of any TV translator, TV booster, FM
translator or FM booster station; or

(iii) The direct reception by the pub-
lic of the off-the-air signals of any au-
thorized broadcast station including
TV Channel 6 stations, Class D (sec-
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ondary) mnoncommercial educational
FM stations, and previously authorized
and operating LPFM stations, FM
translators and FM booster stations.
Interference will be considered to occur
whenever reception of a regularly used
signal on a third-adjacent channel is
impaired by the signals radiated by the
LPFM station, regardless of the qual-
ity of such reception, the strength of
the signal so used, or the channel on
which the protected signal is trans-
mitted.

(2) If third-adjacent channel inter-
ference cannot be properly eliminated
by the application of suitable tech-
niques, operation of the offending
LPFM station shall be suspended and
shall not be resumed until the inter-
ference has been eliminated. Short test
transmissions may be made during the
period of suspended operation to check
the efficacy of remedial measures. If a
complainant refuses to permit the li-
censee of the offending LPFM station
to apply remedial techniques which de-
monstrably will eliminate the third-ad-
jacent channel interference without
impairment to the original reception,
the licensee is absolved of further re-
sponsibility for that complaint.

(3) Upon notice by the Commission to
the licensee that such third-adjacent
channel interference is being caused,
the operation of the LPFM station
shall be suspended within three min-
utes and shall not be resumed until the
interference has been eliminated or it
can be demonstrated that the inter-
ference is not due to spurious emis-
sions by the LPFM station; provided,
however, that short test transmissions
may be made during the period of sus-
pended operation to check the efficacy
of remedial measures.

(b) LPFM stations licensed at locations
that satisfy third-adjacent channel min-
imum distance separations. An LPFM
station licensed at a location that sat-
isfies the third-adjacent channel min-
imum distance separations set forth in
§73.807 is subject to the following pro-
visions:

(1) Interference complaints and remedi-
ation. (i) Such an LPFM station is re-
quired to provide copies of all com-
plaints alleging that its signal is caus-
ing third-adjacent channel interference
to or impairing the reception of the
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signal of a full power FM, FM trans-
lator or FM booster station to such af-
fected station and to the Commission.

(ii) A full power FM, FM translator
or FM booster station shall review all
complaints it receives, either directly
or indirectly, from listeners regarding
alleged third-adjacent channel inter-
ference caused by the operations of
such an LPFM station. Such full power
FM, FM translator or FM booster sta-
tion shall also identify those that qual-
ify as bona fide complaints under this
section and promptly provide such
LPFM station with copies of all bona
fide complaints. A bona fide complaint:

(A) Must include current contact in-
formation for the complainant;

(B) Must state the nature and loca-
tion of the alleged third-adjacent chan-
nel interference and must specify the
call signs of the LPFM station and af-
fected full power FM, FM translator or
FM booster station, and the type of re-
ceiver involved; and

(C) Must be received by either the
LPFM station or the affected full
power FM, FM translator or FM boost-
er station within one year of the date
on which the LPFM station com-
menced broadcasts with its currently
authorized facilities.

(iii) The Commission will accept
bona fide complaints and will notify
the licensee of the LPFM station alleg-
edly causing third-adjacent channel in-
terference to the signal of a full power
FM, FM translator or FM booster sta-
tion of the existence of the alleged in-
terference within 7 calendar days of the
Commission’s receipt of such com-
plaint.

(iv) Such an LPFM station will be
given a reasonable opportunity to re-
solve all complaints of third-adjacent
channel interference within the pro-
tected contour of the affected full
power FM, FM translator or FM boost-
er station. A complaint will be consid-
ered resolved where the complainant
does not reasonably cooperate with an
LPFM station’s remedial efforts. Such
an LPFM station also is encouraged to
address all other complaints of third-
adjacent channel interference, includ-
ing complaints based on interference to
a full power FM, FM translator or FM
booster station by the transmitter site
of the LPFM station at any distance
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from the full power, FM translator or
FM booster station.

(v) In the event that the number of
unresolved complaints of third-adja-
cent channel interference within the
protected contour of the affected full
power FM, FM translator or FM boost-
er station plus the number of com-
plaints for which the source of third-
adjacent channel interference remains
in dispute equals at least one percent
of the households within one kilometer
of the LPFM transmitter site or thirty
households, whichever is less, the
LPFM and affected stations must co-
operate in an ‘‘on-off”’ test to deter-
mine whether the third-adjacent chan-
nel interference is traceable to the
LPFM station.

(vi) If the number of unresolved and
disputed complaints of third-adjacent
channel interference within the pro-
tected contour of the affected full
power, FM translator or FM booster
station exceeds the numeric threshold
specified in paragraph (b)(1)(v) of this
section following an ‘‘on-off”’ test, the
affected station may request that the
Commission initiate a proceeding to
consider whether the LPFM station li-
cense should be modified or cancelled,
which will be completed by the Com-
mission within 90 days. Parties may
seek extensions of the 90-day deadline
consistent with Commission rules.

(vii) An LPFM station may stay any
procedures initiated pursuant to para-
graph (b)(1)(vi) of this section by volun-
tarily ceasing operations and filing an
application for facility modification
within twenty days of the commence-
ment of such procedures.

(2) Periodic announcements. (i) For a
period of one year from the date of li-
censing of a new LPFM station that is
constructed on a third-adjacent chan-
nel and satisfies the third-adjacent
channel minimum distance separations
set forth in §73.807, such LPFM station
shall broadcast periodic announce-
ments. The announcements shall, at a
minimum, alert listeners of the poten-
tially affected third-adjacent channel
station of the potential for inter-
ference, instruct listeners to contact

265



§73.811

the LPFM station to report any inter-
ference, and provide contact informa-
tion for the LPFM station. The an-
nouncements shall be made in the pri-
mary language(s) of both the new
LPFM station and the potentially af-
fected third-adjacent channel sta-
tion(s). Sample announcement lan-
guage follows:

On (date of license grant), the Federal
Communications Commission granted
(LPFM station’s call letters) a license to op-
erate. (LPFM station’s call letters) may
cause interference to the operations of
(third-adjacent channel station’s call letters)
and (other third-adjacent channel stations’
call letters). If you are normally a listener of
(third-adjacent channel station’s call letters)
or (other third-adjacent channel station’s
call letters) and are having difficulty receiv-
ing (third-adjacent channel station call let-
ters) or (other third-adjacent channel sta-
tion’s call letters), please contact (LPFM
station’s call letters) by mail at (mailing ad-
dress) or by telephone at (telephone number)
to report this interference.

(ii) During the first thirty days after
licensing of a new LPFM station that
is constructed on a third-adjacent
channel and satisfies the third-adja-
cent channel minimum distance sepa-
rations set forth in Section 73.807, the
LPFM station must broadcast the an-
nouncements specified in paragraph
(b)(2)(1) of this section at least twice
daily. The first daily announcement
must be made between the hours of 7
a.m. and 9 a.m., or 4 p.m. and 6 p.m.
The LPFM station must vary the time
slot in which it airs this announce-
ment. For stations that do not operate
at these times, the announcements
shall be made during the first two
hours of broadcast operations each day.
The second daily announcement must
be made outside of the 7 a.m. to 9 a.m.
and 4 p.m. to 6 p.m. time slots. The
LPFM station must vary the times of
day in which it broadcasts this second
daily announcement in order to ensure
that the announcements air during all
parts of its broadcast day. For stations
that do not operate at these times, the
announcements shall be made during
the first two hours of broadcast oper-
ations each day. For the remainder of
the one year period, the LPFM station
must broadcast the announcements at
least twice per week. The announce-
ments must be broadcast between the
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hours of 7 a.m. and midnight. For sta-
tions that do not operate at these
times, the announcements shall be
made during the first two hours of
broadcast operations each day.

(iii) Any new LPFM station that is
constructed on a third-adjacent chan-
nel and satisfies the minimum distance
separations set forth in §73.807 must:

(A) notify the Audio Division, Media
Bureau, and all affected stations on
third-adjacent channels of an inter-
ference complaint. The notification
must be made electronically within 48
hours after the receipt of an inter-
ference complaint by the LPFM sta-
tion; and

(B) cooperate in addressing any
third-adjacent channel interference.

[78 FR 2104, Jan. 9, 2013]

§73.811 LPFM power and antenna
height requirements.

(a) Maximum facilities. LPFM stations
will be authorized to operate with max-
imum facilities of 100 watts ERP at 30
meters HAAT. An LPFM station with a
HAAT that exceeds 30 meters will not
be permitted to operate with an ERP
greater than that which would result in
a 60 dBu contour of 5.6 kilometers. In
no event will an ERP less than one
watt be authorized. No facility will be
authorized in excess of one watt ERP
at 450 meters HAAT.

(b) Minimum facilities. LPFM stations
may not operate with facilities less
than 50 watts ERP at 30 meters HAAT
or the equivalent necessary to produce
a 60 dBu contour that extends at least
4.7 kilometers.

[78 FR 2105, Jan. 9, 2013]

§73.812 Rounding of power and an-
tenna heights.

(a) Effective radiated power (ERP)
will be rounded to the nearest watt on
LPFM authorizations.

(b) Antenna radiation center, an-
tenna height above average terrain
(HAAT), and antenna supporting struc-
ture height will all be rounded to the
nearest meter on LPFM authoriza-
tions.
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