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§73.712 Equipment tests.

(a) During the process of construc-
tion of an international broadcasting
station, the permittee, having obtained
authorization for frequencies and hours
as set forth in the Note to §73.702(d)
may, without further authority of the
FCC, conduct equipment tests for the
purpose of such adjustments and meas-
urements as may be necessary to as-
sure compliance with the terms of the
construction permit, the technical pro-
visions of the application therefor and
the rules and regulations. Such tests
shall use voice identification and test
tones only. No programming shall be
conducted during equipment tests.

(b) The Commission may notify the
permittee to conduct no tests or may
cancel, suspend, or change the date for
the beginning of equipment tests when
and if such action may appear to be in
the public interest, convenience, and
necessity.

(c) Equipment tests may be contin-
ued so long as the construction permit
shall remain valid: Provided, however,
That the procedure set forth in para-
graph (a) of this section must be re-
peated prior to the conducting of such
tests in each season after the season in
which the testing began.

(d) The authorization for tests em-
bodied in this section shall not be con-
strued as constituting a license to op-
erate but as a necessary part of con-
struction.

[28 FR 13696, Dec. 14, 1963, as amended at 37
FR 25842, Dec. 5, 1972. Redesignated and
amended at 38 FR 18894, July 16, 1973; 47 FR
40174, Sept. 13, 1982]

§73.713 Program tests.

(a) Upon completion of construction
of an international broadcasting sta-
tion in accordance with the terms of
the construction permit, the technical
provisions of the application therefor,
and the rules and regulations and the
applicable engineering standards, and
when an application for station license
has been filed showing the station to be
in satisfactory operating condition, the
permittee may request authority to
conduct program tests. Such request
shall be filed with the FCC at least 10
days prior to the date on which it is de-
sired to begin such operation. All data
necessary to show compliance with the

§73.731

terms and conditions of the construc-
tion permit must be filed with the li-
cense application.

(b) Program tests shall not com-
mence until specific Commission au-
thority is received. The Commission
reserves the right to change the date of
the beginning of such tests or to sus-
pend or revoke the authority for pro-
gram tests as and when such action
may appear to be in the public interest,
convenience, and necessity.

(¢c) Unless sooner suspended or re-
voked, program test authority con-
tinues valid during Commission consid-
eration of the application for license
and during this period further exten-
sion of the construction permit is not
required. Program test authority shall
be automatically terminated by final
determination upon the application for
station license.

(d) All operation under program test
authority shall be in strict compliance
with the rules governing international
broadcasting stations and in strict ac-
cordance with representations made in
the application for license pursuant to
which the tests were authorized.

(e) The granting of program test au-
thority shall not be construed as ap-
proval by the Commission of the appli-
cation for station license.

[38 FR 18894, July 16, 1973, as amended at 47
FR 40174, Sept. 13, 1982]

§73.731 Licensing requirements.

(a) A license for an international
broadcasting station will be issued
only after a satisfactory showing has
been made in regard to the following,
among others:

(1) That there is a need for the inter-
national broadcasting service proposed
to be rendered.

(2) That the necessary program
sources are available to the applicant
to render the international service pro-
posed.

(3) That the production of the pro-
gram service and the technical oper-
ation of the proposed station will be
conducted by qualified persons.

(4) That the applicant is legally,
technically and financially qualified
and possesses adequate technical facili-
ties to carry forward the service pro-
posed.
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(5) That the public interest, conven-
ience and necessity will be served
through the operation of the proposed
station.

[38 FR 18895, July 16, 1973]

§73.732 Authorizations.

Authorizations issued to inter-
national broadcasting stations by the
Commission will be authorizations to
permit the construction or use of a par-
ticular transmitting equipment com-
bination and related antenna systems
for international broadcasting, and to
permit broadcasting to zones or areas
of reception specified on the instru-
ment of authorization. The authoriza-
tions will not specify the frequencies to
be used or the hours of use. Requests
for frequencies and hours of use will be
made as provided in §73.702. Seasonal
schedules, when issued pursuant to the
provisions of §73.702, will become at-
tachments to and part of the instru-
ment of authorization, replacing any
such prior attachments.

[38 FR 18895, July 16, 1973]

§73.733 Normal license period.

All international broadcast station
licenses will be issued so as to expire at
the hour of 3 a.m. local time and will
be issued for a normal period of 8 years
expiring November 1.

[62 FR 5347, Feb. 5, 1997]

§73.751 Operating power.

No international broadcast station
shall be authorized to install, or be li-
censed for operation of, transmitter
equipment with:

(a) A rated carrier power of less than
50 kilowatts (kW) if double-sideband
(DSB) modulation is used,

(b) A peak envelope power of less
than 50 kW if single-sideband (SSB)
modulation is used, or

(c) A mean power of less than 10 kW
if digital modulation is used.

[70 FR 46676, Aug. 10, 2005]

§73.753 Antenna systems.

All international broadcasting sta-
tions shall operate with directional an-
tennas. Such antennas shall be de-
signed and operated so that the radi-
ated power in the maximum lobe to-

47 CFR Ch. | (10-1-15 Edition)

ward the specific zone or area of recep-
tion intended to be served shall be at
least 10 times the average power from
the antenna in the horizontal plane.
Radiation in all other directions shall
be suppressed to the maximum extent
technically feasible. In order to elimi-
nate or mitigate harmful interference,
the direction of the maximum lobe
may be adjusted upon approval of the
Commission.

(Secs. 4, b5, 303, 48 Stat., as amended, 1066,
1068, 1082 (47 U.S.C. 154, 155, 303))

[38 FR 18895, July 16, 1973, as amended at 44
FR 65765, Nov. 15, 1979]

§73.754 Frequency monitors.

(a) The licensee of each international
broadcast station shall operate a fre-
quency monitor at the transmitter
independent of the frequency control of
the transmitter.

(b) The frequency monitor shall be
designed and constructed in accordance
with good engineering practice. It shall
have an accuracy sufficient to deter-
mine that the operating frequency is
within one-half of the allowed toler-
ance.

[37 FR 25842, Dec. 5, 1972]

§73.755 Modulation monitors.

The licensee of each international
broadcast station shall have a modula-
tion monitor in operation at the trans-
mitter.

[37 FR 25842, Dec. 5, 1972]

§73.756 System specifications for dou-
ble-sideband (DBS) modulated emis-
sions in the HF broadcasting serv-
ice.

(a) Channel spacing. The nominal
spacing for DSB shall be 10 kHz. How-
ever, the interleaved channels with a
separation of 5 kHz may be used in ac-
cordance with the relative protection
criteria, provided that the interleaved
emission is not to the same geo-
graphical area as either of the emis-
sions between which it is interleaved.

(b) Emission characteristics—(1) Nomi-
nal carrier frequencies. Nominal carrier
frequencies shall be integral multiples
of 5 kKHz.

(2) Audio-frequency band. The upper
limit of the audio-frequency band (at—
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