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(d) Any emergency operation under-
taken in accordance with this section
may be terminated by the FCC if re-
quired in the public interest.

(e) Immediately upon cessation of an
emergency during which broadcast fa-
cilities were used for the transmission
of point-to-point messages under para-
graph (b) of this section, or when day-
time facilities were used during night-
time hours by an AM station in accord-
ance with paragraph (f) of this section,
a report in letter form shall be for-
warded to the FCC in Washington, DC,
setting forth the nature of the emer-
gency, the dates and hours of the
broadcasting of emergency informa-
tion, and a brief description of the ma-
terial carried during the emergency. A
certification of compliance with the
noncommercialization provision of
paragraph (f) of this section must ac-
company the report where daytime fa-
cilities are used during nighttime
hours by an AM station, together with
a detailed showing, under the
provisisons of that paragraph, that no
other broadcast service existed or was
adequate.

(f) AM stations may, without further
FCC authority, use their full daytime
facilities during nighttime hours to
broadcast emergency information (ex-
amples listed in paragraph (a) of this
section), when necessary to the safety
of life and property, in dangerous con-
ditions of a general nature and when
adequate advance warning cannot be
given with the facilities authorized.
Because of skywave interference im-
pact on other stations assigned to the
same channel, such operation may be
undertaken only if regular, unlimited-
time service, is non-existent, inad-
equate from the standpoint of cov-
erage, or not serving the public need.
All operation under this paragraph
must be conducted on a noncommercial
basis. Recorded music may be used to
the extent necessary to provide pro-
gram continuity.

(g) Broadcasting of emergency infor-
mation shall be confined to the hours,
frequencies, powers and modes of oper-
ation specified in the station license,
except as otherwise provided for AM
stations in paragraph (f) of this sec-
tion.

§73.1350

(h) Any emergency information
transmitted by a TV or Class A TV sta-
tion in accordance with this section
shall be transmitted both aurally and
visually or only visually. TV and Class
A TV stations may use any method of
visual presentation which results in a
legible message conveying the essen-
tial emergency information. Methods
which may be used include, but are not
necessarily limited to, slides, elec-
tronic captioning, manual methods
(e.g., hand printing) or mechanical
printing processes. However, when an
emergency operation is being con-
ducted under a national, State or Local
Area Emergency Alert System (EAS)
plan, emergency information shall be
transmitted both aurally and visually
unless only the EAS codes are trans-
mitted as specified in §11.51(b) of this
chapter.

[43 FR 45847, Oct. 4, 1978, as amended at 50 FR
30947, July 31, 1985; 59 FR 67102, Dec. 28, 1994;
60 FR 56000, Nov. 6, 1995; 65 FR 30003, May 10,
2000]

§73.1300 Unattended
ation.

station oper-

Broadcast stations may be operated
as either attended (where a designated
person is responsible for the proper op-
eration of the transmitting apparatus
either at the transmitter site, a remote
control point or an ATS control point)
or unattended (where highly stable
equipment or automated monitoring of
station operating parameters is em-
ployed). No prior FCC approval is re-
quired to operate a station in the unat-
tended mode. Regardless of which
method of station operation is em-
ployed, licensees must employ proce-
dures which will ensure compliance
with Part 11 of this chapter, the rules
governing the Emergency Alert System
(EAS).

[60 FR 55481, Nov. 1, 1995]

§73.1350 Transmission system oper-
ation.

(a) Each licensee is responsible for
maintaining and operating its broad-
cast station in a manner which com-
plies with the technical rules set forth
elsewhere in this part and in accord-
ance with the terms of the station au-
thorization.
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(b) The licensee must designate a
chief operator in accordance with
§73.1870. The licensee may designate
one or more technically competent per-
sons to adjust the transmitter oper-
ating parameters for compliance with
the technical rules and the station au-
thorization.

(1) Persons so authorized by the li-
censee may make such adjustments di-
rectly at the transmitter site or by
using control equipment at an off-site
location.

(2) The transmitter control personnel
must have the capability to turn the
transmitter off at all times. If the per-
sonnel are at a remote location, the
control system must provide this capa-
bility continuously or must include an
alternate method of acquiring control
that can satisfy the requirement of
paragraph (e) of this section that oper-
ation be terminated within three min-
utes.

(c) The licensee must establish moni-
toring procedures and schedules for the
station and the indicating instruments
employed must comply with §73.1215.

(1) Monitoring procedures and sched-
ules must enable the licensee to deter-
mine compliance with §73.1560 regard-
ing operating power and AM station
mode of operation, §73.1570 regarding
modulation levels, and, where applica-
ble, §73.1213 regarding antenna tower
lighting, and §73.69 regarding the pa-
rameters of an AM directional antenna
system.

(2) Monitoring equipment must be pe-
riodically calibrated so as to provide
reliable indications of transmitter op-
erating parameters with a known de-
gree of accuracy. Errors inherent in
monitoring equipment and the calibra-
tion procedure must be taken into ac-
count when adjusting operating param-
eters to ensure that the limits imposed
by the technical rules and the station
authorization are not exceeded.

(d) In the event that a broadcast sta-
tion is operating in a manner that is
not in compliance with the applicable
technical rules set forth elsewhere in
this part or the terms of the station
authorization, and the condition is not
listed in paragraph (e) or (f) of this sec-
tion, broadcast operation must be ter-
minated within three hours unless an-
tenna input power is reduced suffi-
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ciently to eliminate any excess radi-
ation. Examples of conditions that re-
quire termination of operation within
three hours include excessive power,
excessive modulation or the emission
of spurious signals that do not result in
harmful interference.

(e) If a broadcast station is operating
in a manner that poses a threat to life
or property or that is likely to signifi-
cantly disrupt the operation of other
stations, immediate corrective action
is required. In such cases, operation
must be terminated within three min-
utes unless antenna input power is re-
duced sufficiently to eliminate any ex-
cess radiation. Examples of conditions
that require immediate corrective ac-
tion include the emission of spurious
signals that cause harmful inter-
ference, any mode of operation not
specified by the station license for the
pertinent time of day, or operation
substantially at variance from the au-
thorized radiation pattern.

(f) If a broadcast station is operating
in a manner that is not in compliance
with one of the following technical
rules, operation may continue if the
station complies with relevant alter-
native provisions in the specified rule
section.

(1) AM directional antenna system
tolerances, see §73.62;

(2) AM directional antenna moni-
toring points, see §73.158;

(3) TV visual waveform, see §73.691(b);

(4) Reduced power operation, see
§73.1560(d);

(5) Reduced modulation level, see
§73.1570(a);

(6) Emergency antennas, see §73.1680.

(g) The transmission system must be
maintained and inspected in accord-
ance with §73.1580.

(h) Whenever a transmission system
control point is established at a loca-
tion other than the main studio or
transmitter, a letter of notification of
that location must be sent to the FCC
in Washington, DC, Attention: Audio
Division (radio) or Video Division (tele-
vision), Media Bureau, within 3 days of
the initial use of that point. The letter
should include a 1list of all control
points in use, for clarity. This notifica-
tion is not required if responsible sta-
tion personnel can be contacted at the
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transmitter or studio site during hours
of operation.

(i) The licensee must ensure that the
station is operated in compliance with
Part 11 of this chapter, the rules gov-
erning the Emergency Alert System
(EAS).

[60 FR 55481, Nov. 1, 1995, as amended at 63
FR 33877, June 22, 1998; 67 FR 13232, Mar. 21,
2002; 72 FR 44423, Aug. 8, 2007]

§73.1400 Transmission system moni-
toring and control.

The licensee of an AM, FM, TV or
Class A TV station is responsible for
assuring that at all times the station
operates within tolerances specified by
applicable technical rules contained in
this part and in accordance with the
terms of the station authorization.
Any method of complying with applica-
ble tolerances is permissible. The fol-
lowing are typical methods of trans-
mission system operation:

(a) Attended operation. (1) Attended
operation consists of ongoing super-
vision of the transmission facilities by
a station employee or other person des-
ignated by the licensee. Such super-
vision may be accomplished by either:

(i) Direct supervision and control of
transmission system parameters by a
person at the transmitter site; or

(ii) Remote control of the trans-
mission system by a person at the
main studio or other location. The re-
mote control system must provide suf-
ficient transmission system moni-
toring and control capability so as to
ensure compliance with §73.1350.

(2) A station may also be monitored
and controlled by an automatic trans-
mission system (ATS) that is config-
ured to contact a person designated by
the licensee in the event of a technical
malfunction. An automatic trans-
mission system consists of monitoring
devices, control and alarm circuitry,
arranged so that they interact auto-
matically to operate the station’s
transmitter and maintain technical pa-
rameters within licensed values.

(3) A hybrid system containing some
remote control and some ATS features
is also permissible.

(4) In the case of remote control or
ATS operation, not every station pa-
rameter need be monitored or con-
trolled if the licensee has good reason

§73.1515

to believe that its stability is so great
that its monitoring and control are un-
necessary.

(b) Unattended operation. Unattended
operation is either the absence of
human supervision or the substitution
of automated supervision of a station’s
transmission system for human super-
vision. In the former case, equipment is
employed which is expected to operate
within assigned tolerances for extended
periods of time. The latter consists of
the use of a self-monitoring or ATS-
monitored and controlled transmission
system that, in lieu of contacting a
person designated by the licensee,
automatically takes the station off the
air within three hours of any technical
malfunction which is capable of caus-
ing interference.

[60 FR 55481, Nov. 1, 1995, as amended at 65
FR 30003, May 10, 2000]

§73.1515 Special field test authoriza-
tions.

(a) A special field test authorization
may be issued to conduct field strength
surveys to aid in the selection of suit-
able sites for broadcast transmission
facilities, determine coverage areas, or
to study other factors influencing
broadcast signal propagation. The ap-
plicant for the authorization must be
qualified to hold a license under sec-
tion 303(1)(1) of the Communications
Act.

(b) Requests for authorizations to op-
erate a transmitter under a Special
field test authorization must be in
writing using an informal application
in letter form, signed by the applicant
and including the following informa-
tion:

(1) Purpose, duration and need for the
survey.

(2) Frequency, transmitter output
powers and time of operation.

(3) A brief description of the test an-
tenna system, its estimated effective
radiated field and height above ground
or average terrain, and the geographic
coordinates of its proposed location(s).

(c) Operation under a special field
test authorization is subject to the fol-
lowing conditions:

(1) No objectionable interference will
result to the operation of other author-
ized radio services; in this connection,
the power requested shall not exceed
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