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must file a certification with the Ad-
ministrator and the Commission stat-
ing that all interstate access universal
service support provided to such car-
rier will be used only for the provision,
maintenance, and upgrading of facili-
ties and services for which the support
is intended. Support provided pursuant
to §54.807 shall only be provided to the
extent that the carrier has filed the
requisite certification pursuant to this
section.

(b) Certification format. A certifi-
cation pursuant to this section may be
filed in the form of a letter from an au-
thorized representative for the carrier,
and must be filed with both the Office
of the Secretary of the Commission
clearly referencing CC Docket No. 96—
45, and with the Administrator of the
interstate access universal service sup-
port mechanism, on or before the filing
deadlines set forth in paragraph (c) of
this section. All of the certifications
filed by carriers pursuant to this sec-
tion shall become part of the public
record maintained by the Commission.

(c) Filing deadlines. In order for a
price cap local exchange carrier or an
eligible telecommunications carrier
serving lines in the service area of a
price cap local exchange carrier to re-
ceive interstate access universal serv-
ice support, such carrier shall file an
annual certification, as described in
paragraph (b) of this section, on the
date that it first files its line count in-
formation pursuant to §54.802, and
thereafter on June 30 of each year.
Such carrier that files its line count in-
formation after the June 30 deadline
shall receive support pursuant to the
following schedule:

(1) Carriers that file no later than
September 30 shall receive support for
the fourth quarter of that year and the
first and second quarters of the subse-
quent year.

(2) Carriers that file no later than
December 31 shall receive support for
the first and second quarters of the
subsequent year.

(3) Carriers that file no later than
March 31 of the subsequent year shall
receive support for the second quarter
of the subsequent year.

[656 FR 38690, June 21, 2000; 656 FR 57740, Sept.
26, 2000, as amended at 70 FR 29979, May 25,
2005]
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otherwise noted.

§54.901 Calculation of Interstate Com-
mon Line Support.

(a) Interstate Common Line Support
available to a rate-of-return carrier
shall equal the Common Line Revenue
Requirement per Study Area as cal-
culated in accordance with part 69 of
this chapter minus:

(1) The study area revenues obtained
from end user common line charges at
their allowable maximum as deter-
mined by §§69.104(n) and 69.104(0) of
this chapter;

(2) The carrier common line charge
revenues to be phased out pursuant to
§69.105 of this chapter;

(3) The special access surcharge pur-
suant to §69.114 of this chapter;

(4) The line port costs in excess of
basic analog service pursuant to §69.130
of this chapter; and

(5) Any Long Term Support for which
the carrier is eligible or, if the carrier
ceased participation in the NECA com-
mon line pool after October 11, 2001,
any Long Term Support for which the
carrier would have been eligible if it
had not ceased its participation in the
pool.

(b) The per-line Interstate Common
Line Support available to a competi-
tive eligible telecommunications car-
rier serving lines in a study area served
by a rate-of-return carrier shall be cal-
culated by the Administrator as fol-
lows:

(1) If the rate-of-return carrier has
disaggregated the support it receives in
the study area pursuant to §54.315, the
Administrator shall calculate the
amount of Interstate Common Line
Support targeted to each
disaggregation zone by the rate-of-re-
turn carrier (targeted Interstate Com-
mon Line Support). If the rate-of-re-
turn carrier has chosen not to
disaggregate its support for a study
area pursuant to §54.315, then the en-
tirety of its Interstate Common Line
Support for the study area shall be

232



Federal Communications Commission

considered targeted Interstate Com-
mon Line Support for purposes of per-
forming the calculations in this sec-
tion.

(2) In each disaggregation zone or
undisaggregated study area, the Ad-
ministrator shall calculate the Average
Interstate Common Line Support by di-
viding the rate-of-return carrier’s tar-
geted Interstate Common Line Support
by its total lines served.

(3) The Administrator shall then cal-
culate the Interstate Common Line
Support available to the competitive
eligible telecommunications carrier for
each line it serves for each customer
class in a disaggregation zone or
undisaggregated study area by the fol-
lowing formula:

(i) If the Average Interstate Common
Line Support is greater than $2.70 mul-
tiplied by the number of residential
and single-line business lines served by
the rate-of-return carrier in the
disaggregation zone or undisaggregated
study area, then:

(A) Interstate Common Line Support
per Multi-Line Business Line = (Aver-
age Interstate Common Line Support
— $2.70 x residential and single-line
business lines served by the rate-of-re-
turn carrier) + (total lines served by
the rate-of-return carrier); and

(B) Interstate Common Line Support
per Residential and Single-Line Busi-
ness Line = Interstate Common Line
Support per Multi-Line Business Line +
$2.70.

(ii) If the Average Interstate Com-
mon Line Support is less than or equal
to $2.70 multiplied by residential and
single-line business lines served by the
rate-of-return carrier in the
disaggregation zone or undisaggregated
study area, but greater than $0, then:

(A) Interstate Common Line Support
per Multi-Line Business Line = $0; and

(B) Interstate Common Line Support
per Residential and Single-Line Busi-
ness Line = Average Interstate Com-
mon Line Support + residential and
single line business lines served by the
rate-of-return carrier.

(iii) If the Average Interstate Com-
mon Line Support is equal to $0, then
the competitive eligible telecommuni-
cations carrier shall receive no Inter-
state Common Line Support for lines

§54.902

served in that disaggregation zone or
undisaggregated study area.

(4) Beginning January 1, 2012, com-
petitive eligible telecommunications
carriers shall not receive Interstate
Common Line Support pursuant to this
subpart and will instead receive sup-
port consistent with §54.307(e).

(c) Beginning January 1, 2012, for pur-
poses of calculating the amount of
Interstate Common Line Support de-
termined pursuant to paragraph (a) of
this section that a non-price cap car-
rier may receive, the corporate oper-
ations expense allocated to the Com-
mon Line Revenue Requirement, pur-
suant to §69.409 of this chapter, shall be
limited to the lesser of:

(1) The actual average monthly per-
loop corporate operations expense; or

(2) The portion of the monthly per-
loop amount computed pursuant to
§36.621(a)(4)(iii) of this chapter that
would be allocated to the interstate
Common Line Revenue Requirement
pursuant to §69.409 of this chapter.

(d) Support After December 31, 2011.
Notwithstanding paragraph (a) of this
section, beginning January 1, 2012, no
carrier that is a rate-of-return carrier,
as that term is defined in §54.5 affili-
ated with a price cap local exchange
carrier, as that term is defined in
§61.3(aa) of this chapter, shall receive
support under this subpart.

[66 FR 59728, Nov. 30, 2001, as amended at 76
FR 73877, Nov. 29, 2011; 78 FR 26269, May 6,
2013]

§54.902 Calculation of Interstate Com-
mon Line Support for transferred
exchanges.

(a) In the event that a rate-of-return
carrier acquires exchanges from an en-
tity that is also a rate-of-return car-
rier, Interstate Common Line Support
for the transferred exchanges shall be
distributed as follows.

(1) Each carrier may report its up-
dated line counts to reflect the transfer
in the next quarterly line count filing
pursuant to §54.903(a)(1) that applies to
the period in which the transfer oc-
curred. During a transition period from
the filing of the updated line counts
until the end of the funding year, the
Administrator shall adjust the Inter-
state Common Line Support received
by each carrier based on the updated
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