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an MES in order to complete a mari-
time distress, urgency or safety call to
that MES.

(10) Bach LES must be capable of
automatically turning off one or more
of its associated channels in order to
complete a maritime distress, urgency
or safety call.

(c) No person without an FCC license
for such operation may transmit to a
space station in the NVNG, 1.5/1.6 GHz,
1.6/2.4 GHz, or 2 GHz Mobile-Satellite
Service from anywhere in the United
States except to receive service from
the holder of a pertinent FCC blanket
license or from another party with the
permission of such a blanket licensee.

(d) The holder of an FCC blanket 1li-
cense for operation of mobile transmit-
ters or transceivers for communication
via an NVNG, 1.6/2.4 GHz, 1.5/1.6 GHz, or
2 GHz Mobile Satellite Service system
will be responsible for operation of any
such device to receive service provided
by that licensee or provided by another
party with the blanket licensee’s con-
sent. Operators of such satellite sys-
tems must not transmit communica-
tions to or from such devices in the
United States unless such communica-
tions are authorized under a service
contract with the holder of a pertinent
FCC blanket earth station license or
under a service contract with another
party with authority for such oper-
ation delegated by such a blanket li-
censee.

[79 FR 8326, Feb. 12, 2014]
Subpart E [Reserved]

Subpart F—Competitive Bidding
Procedures for DARS

SOURCE: 62 FR 11106, Mar. 11, 1997, unless
otherwise noted.

§25.401 Satellite DARS applications
subject to competitive bidding.

Mutually exclusive initial applica-
tions for DARS service licenses are
subject to competitive bidding. The
general competitive bidding procedures
set forth in part 1, subpart Q of this
chapter will apply unless otherwise
provided in this part.

[67 FR 45373, July 9, 2002]
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§25.402 [Reserved]

§25.403 Bidding application and cer-
tification procedures.

Submission of Supplemental Applica-
tion Information. In order to be eligi-
ble to bid, each pending applicant must
timely submit certain supplemental in-
formation. All supplemental informa-
tion shall be filed by the applicant five
days after publication of these rules in
the FEDERAL REGISTER. The supple-
mental information must be certified
and include the following:

(a) Applicant’s name;

(b) Mailing Address (no Post Office
boxes);

(c) City;

(d) State;

(e) ZIP Code;

(f) Auction Number 15;

(g) FCC Account Number;

(h) Person(s) authorized to make or
withdraw a bid (list up to three individ-
uals);

(i) Certifications and name and title
of person certifying the information
provided;

(j) Applicant’s contact person and
such person’s telephone number, E-
mail address and FAX number; and

(k) Signature and date.

§25.404 Submission of down payment
and filing of long-form applications.
A high bidder that meets its down
payment obligations in a timely man-
ner must, within thirty (30) business
days after being notified that it is a
high bidder, submit an amendment to
its pending application to provide the
information required by §25.144.

[67 FR 45373, July 9, 2002]

§§25.405-25.406 [Reserved]
Subparts G-H [Reserved]

Subpart I—Equal Employment
Opportunities

§25.601 Equal employment opportuni-
ties.

Notwithstanding other EEO provi-
sions within these rules, an entity that
uses an owned or leased Fixed-Satellite
Service or Direct Broadcast Satellite
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Service or 17/24 GHz Broadcasting-Sat-
ellite Service facility (operating under
this part) to provide video program-
ming directly to the public on a sub-
scription basis must comply with the
equal employment opportunity re-
quirements set forth in part 76, subpart
E, of this chapter, if such entity exer-
cises control (as defined in part 76, sub-
part E, of this chapter) over the video
programming it distributes. Notwith-
standing other EEO provisions within
these rules, a licensee or permittee of a
direct broadcast satellite station oper-
ating as a broadcaster must comply
with the equal employment oppor-
tunity requirements set forth in part
73.

[72 FR 50033, Aug. 29, 2007, as amended at 78
FR 8431, Feb. 6, 2013]

Subpart J—Public Interest
Obligations

§25.701 Public interest obligations.

(a) DBS providers are subject to the
public interest obligations set forth in
paragraphs (b), (c¢), (d), (e) and (f) of
this section. As used in this section,
DBS providers are any of the following:

(1) Entities licensed to operate sat-
ellites in the 12.2 to 12.7 GHz DBS fre-
quency bands; or

(2) Entities licensed to operate sat-
ellites in the Ku band Fixed-Satellite
Service and that sell or lease capacity
to a video programming distributor
that offers service directly to con-
sumers providing a sufficient number
of channels so that four percent of the
total applicable programming channels
yields a set aside of at least one chan-
nel of non commercial programming
pursuant to paragraph (e) of this sec-
tion, or

(3) Non U.S. licensed satellite opera-
tors in the Ku band that offer video
programming directly to consumers in
the United States pursuant to an earth
station license issued under part 25 of
this title and that offer a sufficient
number of channels to consumers so
that four percent of the total applica-
ble programming channels yields a set
aside of one channel of noncommercial
programming pursuant to paragraph
(e) of this section, or

§25.701

(4) Entities licensed to operate sat-
ellites in the 17/24 GHz BSS that offer
video programming directly to con-
sumers or that sell or lease capacity to
a video programming distributor that
offers service directly to consumers
providing a sufficient number of chan-
nels so that four percent of the total
applicable programming channels
yields a set aside of at least one chan-
nel of noncommercial programming
pursuant to paragraph (e) of this sec-
tion, or

(6) Non U.S. licensed satellite opera-
tors in the 17/24 GHz BSS that offer
video programming directly to con-
sumers in the United States or that
sell or lease capacity to a video pro-
gramming distributor that offers serv-
ice directly to consumers in the United
States pursuant to an earth station 1li-
cense issued under part 25 of this title
and that offer a sufficient number of
channels to consumers so that four per-
cent of the total applicable program-
ming channels yields a set aside of one
channel of noncommercial program-
ming pursuant to paragraph (e) of this
section.

(b) Political broadcasting require-
ments—

(1) Legally qualified candidates for
public office for purposes of this sec-
tion are as defined in §73.1940 of this
chapter.

(2) DBS origination programming is
defined as programming (exclusive of
broadcast signals) carried on a DBS fa-
cility over one or more channels and
subject to the exclusive control of the
DBS provider.

(3) Reasonable access. (i) DBS pro-
viders must comply with section
312(a)(7) of the Communications Act of
1934, as amended, by allowing reason-
able access to, or permitting purchase
of reasonable amounts of time for, the
use of their facilities by a legally
qualified candidate for federal elective
office on behalf of his or her candidacy.

(ii) Weekend access. For purposes of
providing reasonable access, DBS pro-
viders shall make facilities available
for use by federal candidates on the
weekend before the election if the DBS
provider has provided similar access to
commercial advertisers during the year
preceding the relevant election period.
DBS providers shall not discriminate
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