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(1) An unexpired (or within the grace
period) FCC-issued commercial radio
operator license: Except as noted in
paragraph (e)(3) of this section, the
written examination and telegraphy
Element(s) required to obtain the 1li-
cense held;

(2) An expired or unexpired FCC-
issued Amateur Extra Class operator
license grant granted before April 15,
2000: Telegraphy Elements 1 and 2; and

(3) An FCC-issued Third Class Radio-
telegraph Operator’s Certificate that
was renewed as a Marine Radio Oper-
ator Permit (see §13.13(b) of this chap-
ter) that is unexpired (or within the
grace period): Telegraphy Elements 1
and 2.

[78 FR 23153, Apr. 18, 2013]

§13.15 License term.

First Class Radiotelegraph Opera-
tor’s Certificates, Second Class Radio-
telegraph Operator’s Certificates, and
Third Class Radiotelegraph Operator’s
Certificates are normally valid for a
term of five years from the date of
issuance. All other commercial radio
operator licenses are normally valid
for the lifetime of the holder.

[78 FR 23153, Apr. 18, 2013]

§13.17 Replacement license.

(a) Each licensee or permittee whose
original document is lost, mutilated, or
destroyed may request a replacement.
The application must be accompanied
by the required fee and submitted to
the address specified in part 1 of the
rules.

(b) BEach application for a replace-
ment General Radiotelephone Operator
License, Marine Radio Operator Per-
mit, First Class Radiotelegraph Opera-
tor’s Certificate, Second Class Radio-
telegraph Operator’s Certificate, Third
Class Radiotelegraph Operator’s Cer-
tificate, Radiotelegraph Operator Cer-
tificate, GMDSS Radio Operator’s Li-
cense, Restricted GMDSS Radio Opera-
tor’s License, GMDSS Radio Maintain-
er’s License, or GMDSS Radio Oper-
ator/Maintainer License must be made
on FCC Form 605 and must include a
written explanation as to the cir-
cumstances involved in the loss, muti-
lation, or destruction of the original
document.

§13.19

(c) Each application for a replace-
ment Restricted Radiotelephone Oper-
ator Permit or Restricted Radio-
telephone Operator Permit-Limited
Use must be on FCC Form 605.

(d) A licensee who has made applica-
tion for a replacement license may ex-
hibit a copy of the application sub-
mitted to the FCC or a photocopy of
the license in lieu of the original docu-
ment.

[68 FR 9124, Feb. 19, 1993, as amended at 63
FR 68942, Dec. 14, 1998; 68 FR 46959, Aug. 7,
2003; 78 FR 23154, Apr. 18, 2013]

§13.19 Operator’s responsibility.

(a) The operator responsible for
maintenance of a transmitter may per-
mit other persons to adjust that trans-
mitter in the operator’s presence for
the purpose of carrying out tests or
making adjustments requiring special-
ized knowledge or skill, provided that
he or she shall not be relieved thereby
from responsibility for the proper oper-
ation of the equipment.

(b) In every case where a station op-
erating log or service and maintenance
log is required, the operator respon-
sible for the station operation or main-
tenance shall make the required en-
tries in the station log. If no station
log is required, the operator respon-
sible for service or maintenance duties
which may affect the proper operation
of the station shall sign and date an
entry in the station maintenance
records giving:

(1) Pertinent details of all service and
maintenance work performed by the
operator or conducted under his or her
supervision;

(2) His or her name and address; and

(3) The class, serial number, and expi-
ration date (if applicable) of the license
when the FCC has issued the operator a
license; or the PPC serial number(s)
and date(s) of issue when the operator
is awaiting FCC action on an applica-
tion.

(c) When the operator is on duty and
in charge of transmitting systems, or
performing service, maintenance or in-
spection functions, the license or per-
mit document, or a photocopy thereof,
or a copy of the application and PPC(s)
received by the FCC, must be posted or
in the operator’s personal possession,
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§13.201

and available for inspection upon re-
quest by a FCC representative.

(d) The operator on duty and in
charge of transmitting systems, or per-
forming service, maintenance or in-
spection functions, shall not be subject
to the requirements of paragraph (b) of
this section at a station, or stations of
one licensee at a single location, at
which the operator is regularly em-
ployed and at which his or her license,
or a photocopy, is posted.

[68 FR 9124, Feb. 19, 1993, as amended at 60
FR 27700, May 25, 1995; 78 FR 23154, Apr. 18,
2013]

EXAMINATION SYSTEM

§13.201 Qualifying for a commercial
operator license or endorsement.

(a) To be qualified to hold any com-
mercial radio operator license, an ap-
plicant must have a satisfactory
knowledge of FCC rules and must have
the ability to send correctly and re-
ceive correctly spoken messages in the
English language.

(b) An applicant must pass an exam-
ination for the issuance of a new com-
mercial radio operator license, other
than the Restricted Radiotelephone
Operator Permit and the Restricted
Radiotelephone Operator Permit-Lim-
ited Use, and for each change in oper-
ator class. An applicant must pass an
examination for the issuance of a new
Ship Radar Endorsement. Each appli-
cation for the class of license or en-
dorsement specified below must pass,
or otherwise receive credit for, the cor-
responding examination elements:

(1) Radiotelegraph Operator License.

(i) Telegraphy Elements 1 and 2;

(ii) Written Elements 1 and 6.

(2) General Radiotelephone Operator
License: Written Elements 1 and 3.

(3) Marine Radio Operator Permit:
Written Element 1.

(4) GMDSS Radio Operator’s License:
Written Elements 1 and 7, or a Proof of
Passing Certificate (PPC) issued by the
United States Coast Guard or its des-
ignee representing a certificate of com-
petency from a Coast Guard-approved
training course for a GMDSS endorse-
ment.

(5) Restricted GMDSS Radio Oper-
ator License: Written Elements 1 and
TR, or a Proof of Passing Certificate
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(PPC) issued by the United States
Coast Guard or its designee rep-
resenting a certificate of competency
from a Coast Guard-approved training
course for a GMDSS endorsement.

(6) GMDSS Radio Maintainer’s Li-
cense: Written Elements 1, 3, and 9.

(7) Ship Radar Endorsement: Written
Element 8.

[68 FR 9124, Feb. 19, 1993, as amended at 59
FR 3795, Jan. 27, 1994; 68 FR 46959, Aug. 7,
2003; 78 FR 23154, Apr. 18, 2013]

§13.203 Examination elements.

(a) A written examination (written
Element) must prove that the exam-
inee possesses the operational and
technical qualifications to perform the
duties required by a person holding
that class of commercial radio oper-
ator license. For each Element, the
Commission shall establish through
public notices or other appropriate
means the number of questions to be
included in the question pool, the num-
ber of questions to be included in the
examination, and the number of ques-
tions that must be answered correctly
to pass the examination. Each written
examination must consist of questions
relating to the pertinent subject mat-
ter, as follows:

(1) Element 1: Basic radio law and op-
erating practice with which every mar-
itime radio operator should be famil-
iar. Questions concerning provisions of
laws, treaties, regulations, and oper-
ating procedures and practices gen-
erally followed or required in commu-
nicating by means of radiotelephone
stations.

(2) Element 3: General radio-
telephone. Questions concerning elec-
tronic fundamentals and techniques re-
quired to adjust, repair, and maintain
radio transmitters and receivers at sta-
tions licensed by the FCC in the avia-
tion and maritime radio services.

(3) Element 6: Advanced radio-
telegraph. Questions concerning tech-
nical, legal and other matters applica-
ble to the operation of all classes of ra-
diotelegraph stations, including oper-
ating procedures and practices in the
maritime mobile services of public cor-
respondence, and associated matters
such as radio navigational aids, mes-
sage traffic routing and accounting,
etc.
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