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§76.613 Interference from a multi-
channel video programming dis-
tributor (MVPD).

(a) Harmful interference is any emis-
sion, radiation or induction which en-
dangers the functioning of a radio-
navigation service or of other safety
services or seriously degrades, ob-
structs or repeatedly interrupts a
radiocommunication service operating
in accordance with this chapter.

(b) An MVPD that causes harmful in-
terference shall promptly take appro-
priate measures to eliminate the harm-
ful interference.

(c) If harmful interference to radio
communications involving the safety
of life and protection of property can-
not be promptly eliminated by the ap-
plication of suitable techniques, oper-
ation of the offending MVPD or appro-
priate elements thereof shall imme-
diately be suspended upon notification
by the District Director and/or Resi-
dent Agent of the Commission’s local
field office, and shall not be resumed
until the interference has been elimi-
nated to the satisfaction of the District
Director and/or Resident Agent. When
authorized by the District Director
and/or Resident Agent, short test oper-
ations may be made during the period
of suspended operation to check the ef-
ficacy of remedial measures.

(d) The MVPD may be required by
the District Director and/or Resident
Agent to prepare and submit a report
regarding the cause(s) of the inter-
ference, corrective measures planned
or taken, and the efficacy of the reme-
dial measures.

[42 FR 41296, Aug. 16, 1977, as amended at 62
FR 61031, Nov. 14, 1997]

§76.614 Cable television system reg-
ular monitoring.

Cable television operators transmit-
ting carriers in the frequency bands
108-137 and 225-400 MHz shall provide
for a program of regular monitoring for
signal leakage by substantially cov-
ering the plant every three months.
The incorporation of this monitoring
program into the daily activities of ex-
isting service personnel in the dis-
charge of their normal duties will gen-
erally cover all portions of the system
and will therefore meet this require-
ment. Monitoring equipment and pro-
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cedures utilized by a cable operator
shall be adequate to detect a leakage
source which produces a field strength
in these bands of 20 uV/m or greater at
a distance of 3 meters. During regular
monitoring, any leakage source which
produces a field strength of 20 uV/m or
greater at a distance of 3 meters in the
aeronautical radio frequency bands
shall be noted and such leakage sources
shall be repaired within a reasonable
period of time.

NOTE 1 TO §76.614: Section 76.1706 contains
signal leakage recordkeeping requirements
applicable to cable operators.

[65 FR 53616, Sept. 5, 2000]

§76.616 Operation near certain aero-
nautical and marine emergency
radio frequencies.

(a) The transmission of carriers or
other signal components capable of de-
livering peak power levels equal to or
greater than 10-5 watts at any point in
a cable television system is prohibited
within 100 kHz of the frequency 121.5
MHz, and is prohibited within 50 kHz of
the two frequencies 156.8 MHz and 243.0
MHz.

(b) At any point on a cable system
from 405.925 MHz to 406.176 MHz analog
transmissions are prohibited from de-
livering peak power levels equal to or
greater than 10-5 watts. The trans-
mission of digital signals in this range
is limited to power levels measured
using a root-mean-square detector of
less than 10-5 watts in any 30 kHz
bandwidth over any 2.5 millisecond in-
terval.

[69 FR 57862, Sept. 28, 2004]

§76.617 Responsibility for inter-
ference.

Interference resulting from the use of
cable system terminal equipment (in-
cluding subscriber terminal, input se-
lector switch and any other acces-
sories) shall be the responsibility of the
cable system terminal equipment oper-
ator in accordance with the provisions
of part 15 of this chapter: provided,
however, that the operator of a cable
system to which the cable system ter-
minal equipment is connected shall be
responsible for detecting and elimi-
nating any signal leakage where that
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§§76.618-76.620

leakage would cause interference out-
side the subscriber’s premises and/or
would cause the cable system to exceed
the Part 76 signal leakage require-
ments. In cases where excessive signal
leakage occurs, the cable operator
shall be required only to discontinue
service to the subscriber until the
problem is corrected.

[63 FR 46619, Nov. 18, 1989]
§§76.618-76.620 [Reserved]

§76.630 Compatibility with consumer
electronics equipment.

(a) Cable system operators shall not
scramble or otherwise encrypt signals
delivered to a subscriber on the basic
service tier.

(1) This prohibition shall not apply in
systems in which:

(i) No encrypted signals are carried
using the NTSC system; and

(ii) The cable system operator offers
to its existing subscribers who sub-
scribe only to the basic service tier
without use of a set-top box or
CableCARD at the time of encryption
the equipment necessary to descramble
or decrypt the basic service tier signals
(the subscriber’s choice of a set-top box
or CableCARD) on up to two television
sets without charge or service fee for
two years from the date encryption of
the basic service tier commences; and

(iii) The cable system operator offers
to its existing subscribers who sub-
scribe to a level of service above ‘‘basic
only” but use a digital television or
other device with a clear-QAM tuner to
receive only the basic service tier with-
out use of a set-top box or CableCARD
at the time of encryption, the equip-
ment necessary to descramble or
decrypt the basic service tier signals
(the subscriber’s choice of a set-top box
or CableCARD) on one television set
without charge or service fee for one
yvear from the date encryption of the
basic service tier commences; and

(iv) The cable system operator offers
to its existing subscribers who receive
Medicaid and also subscribe only to the
basic service tier without use of a set-
top box or CableCARD at the time of
encryption the equipment necessary to
descramble or decrypt the basic service
tier signals (the subscriber’s choice of a
set-top box or CableCARD) on up to
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two television sets without charge or
service fee for five years from the date
encryption of the basic service tier
commences;

(v) The cable system operator noti-
fies its existing subscribers of the
availability of the offers described in
paragraphs (ii) through (iv) of this sec-
tion at least 30 days prior to the date
encryption of the basic service tier
commences and makes the offers avail-
able for at least 30 days prior to and 120
days after the date encryption of the
basic service tier commences. The noti-
fication to subscribers must state:

On (DATE), (NAME OF CABLE OPER-
ATOR) will start encrypting (INSERT NAME
OF CABLE BASIC SERVICE TIER OFFER-
ING) on your cable system. If you have a set-
top box, digital transport adapter (DTA), or
a retail CableCARD device connected to each
of your TVs, you will be unaffected by this
change. However, if you are currently receiv-
ing (INSERT NAME OF CABLE BASIC
SERVICE TIER OFFERING) on any TV
without equipment supplied by (NAME OF
CABLE OPERATOR), you will lose the abil-
ity to view any channels on that TV.

If you are affected, you should contact
(NAME OF CABLE OPERATOR) to arrange
for the equipment you need to continue re-
ceiving your services. In such case, you are
entitled to receive equipment at no addi-
tional charge or service fee for a limited pe-
riod of time. The number and type of devices
you are entitled to receive and for how long
will vary depending on your situation. If you
are a (INSERT NAME OF CABLE BASIC
SERVICE TIER OFFERING) customer and
receive the service on your TV without
(NAME OF CABLE OPERATOR)-supplied
equipment, you are entitled to up to two de-
vices for two years (five years if you also re-
ceive Medicaid). If you subscribe to a higher
level of service and receive (INSERT NAME
OF CABLE BASIC SERVICE TIER OFFER-
ING) on a secondary TV without (NAME OF
CABLE OPERATOR)-supplied equipment,
you are entitled to one device for one year.

You can learn more about this equipment
offer and eligibility at (WEBPAGE AD-
DRESS) or by calling (PHONE NUMBER). To
qualify for any equipment at no additional
charge or service fee, you must request the
equipment between (DATE THAT IS 30
DAYS BEFORE ENCRYPTION) and (DATE
THAT IS 120 DAYS AFTER ENCRYPTION)
and satisfy all other eligibility require-
ments.

(vi) The cable system operator noti-
fies its subscribers who have received
equipment described in paragraphs
(a)(1)(ii) through (iv) of this section at
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