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§5.203

the rules set forth in this subpart and
the rules set forth in subparts B and C
of this part, the rules in this subpart
shall govern.

§5.203 Experimental authorizations
for licensed broadcast stations.

(a) Licensees of broadcast stations
(including TV Translator, LPTV, and
TV Booster stations) may obtain exper-
imental authorizations to conduct
technical experimentation directed to-
ward improvement of the technical
phases of operation and service, and for
such purposes may use a signal other
than the normal broadcast program
signal.

(b) Experimental authorizations for
licensed broadcast stations may be re-
quested by filing an informal applica-
tion with the FCC in Washington, DC,
describing the nature and purpose of
the experimentation to be conducted,
the nature of the experimental signal
to be transmitted, and the proposed
schedule of hours and duration of the
experimentation. Experimental author-
izations shall be posted with the sta-
tion license.

(c) Experimental operations for 1li-
censed broadcast stations are subject
to the following conditions:

(1) The authorized power of the sta-
tion may not be exceeded more than 5
percent above the maximum power
specified, except as specifically author-
ized for the experimental operations.

(2) Emissions outside the authorized
bandwidth must be attenuated to the
degree required for the particular type
of station.

(3) The experimental operations may
be conducted at any time the licensed
station is authorized to operate, but
the minimum required schedule of pro-
gramming for the class and type of sta-
tion must be met. AM stations also
may conduct experimental operations
during the experimental period (12 mid-
night local time to local sunrise) and
at additional hours if permitted by the
experimental authorization provided
no interference is caused to other sta-
tions maintaining a regular operating
schedule within such period(s).

(4) If a licensed station’s experi-
mental authorization permits the use
of additional facilities or hours of oper-
ation for experimental purposes, no
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sponsored programs or commercial an-
nouncements may be transmitted dur-
ing such experimentation.

(5) The licensee may transmit regu-
larly scheduled programming concur-
rently with the experimental trans-
mission if there is no significant im-
pairment of service.

(6) No charges may be made, either
directly or indirectly, for the experi-
mentation; however, normal charges
may be made for regularly scheduled
programming transmitted concur-
rently with the experimental trans-
missions.

(d) The FCC may request a report of
the research, experimentation and re-
sults at the conclusion of the experi-
mental operation.

§5.205 Licensing requirements, nec-
essary showing.

(a) An applicant for a new experi-
mental broadcast station, change in fa-
cilities of any existing station, or
modification of license is required to
make a satisfactory showing of compli-
ance with the general requirements of
the Communications Act of 1934, as
amended, as well as the following:

(1) That the applicant has a definite
program of research and experimen-
tation in the technical phases of broad-
casting which indicates reasonable
promise of substantial contribution to
the developments of the broadcasting
art.

(2) That upon the authorization of
the proposed station the applicant can
and will proceed immediately with its
program of research and experimen-
tation.

(3) That the transmission of signals
by radio is essential to the proposed
program of research and experimen-
tation.

(4) That the program of research and
experimentation will be conducted by
qualified personnel.

(b) A license for an experimental
broadcast station will be issued only on
the condition that no objectionable in-
terference to the regular program
transmissions of broadcast stations
will result from the transmissions of
the experimental stations.

(c) Special provision for broadcast ex-
perimental radio station applications. For
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