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company or its affiliate or lessor pur-
suant to this paragraph. The licensee 
for a cable operator providing local 
programming pursuant to a lease must 
include in a notice filed with the Wire-
less Telecommunications Bureau a 
cover letter explicitly identifying itself 
or its lessees as a local cable operator 
and stating that the lease was executed 
to facilitate the provision of local pro-
gramming. The first application or the 
first lease notification in an area filed 
with the Commission will be entitled 
to the exemption. The limitations on 
one BRS channel per party and per 
area include any cable/BRS operations 
or cable/EBS operations. The cable op-
erator must demonstrate in its BRS 
application that the proposed local pro-
gramming will be provided within one 
year from the date its application is 
granted. Local programming service 
pursuant to a lease must be provided 
within one year of the date of the lease 
or one year of grant of the licensee’s 
application for the leased channel, 
whichever is later. If a BRS license for 
these purposes is granted and the pro-
gramming is subsequently discon-
tinued, the license will be automati-
cally forfeited the day after local pro-
gramming service is discontinued. 

(g) Applications filed by cable tele-
vision companies, or affiliates, for BRS 
channels prior to February 8, 1990, will 
not be subject to the prohibitions of 
this section. Applications filed on Feb-
ruary 8, 1990, or thereafter will be re-
turned. Lease arrangements between 
cable and BRS entities for which a 
lease or a firm agreement was signed 
prior to February 8, 1990, will also not 
be subject to the prohibitions of this 
section. Leases between cable tele-
vision companies, or affiliates, and 
BRS station licensees, conditional li-
censees, or applicants executed on Feb-
ruary 8, 1990, or thereafter, are invalid. 

(1) Applications filed by cable opera-
tors, or affiliates, for BRS channels 
prior to February 8, 1990, will not be 
subject to the prohibitions of this sec-
tion. Except as provided in paragraph 
(g)(2)of this section, applications filed 
on February 8, 1990, or thereafter will 
be returned. Lease arrangements be-
tween cable and BRS entities for which 
a lease or a firm agreement was signed 
prior to February 8, 1990, will also not 

be subject to the prohibitions of this 
section. Except as provided in para-
graph (g)(2) of this section, leases be-
tween cable operators, or affiliates, and 
BRS/EBS station licensees, conditional 
licensees, or applicants executed on or 
before February 8, 1990, or thereafter 
are invalid. 

(2) Applications filed by cable opera-
tors, or affiliates for BRS channels 
after February 8, 1990, and prior to Oc-
tober 5, 1992, will not be subject to the 
prohibition of this section, if, pursuant 
to the then existing overbuild or rural 
exceptions, the applications were al-
lowed under the then existing cable/ 
BRS cross-ownership prohibitions. 
Lease arrangements between cable op-
erators and BRS entities for which a 
lease or firm agreement was signed 
after February 8, 1990, and prior to Oc-
tober 5, 1992, will not be subject to the 
prohibitions of this section, if, pursu-
ant to the then existing rural and over-
build exceptions, the lease arrange-
ments were allowed. 

(3) The limitations on cable tele-
vision ownership in this section do not 
apply to any cable operator in any 
franchise area in which a cable oper-
ator is subject to effective competition 
as determined under section 623(l) of 
the Communications Act. 

[69 FR 72034, Dec. 10, 2004, as amended at 71 
FR 35190, June 19, 2006] 

§ 27.1203 EBS programming require-
ments. 

(a) Except as provided in paragraphs 
(b), (c), and (d) of this section, BRS and 
EBS licensees are authorized to provide 
fixed or mobile service, except aero-
nautical mobile service, subject to the 
technical requirements of subparts C 
and M of this part. 

(b) Educational Broadband Service 
stations are intended primarily 
through video, data, or voice trans-
missions to further the educational 
mission of accredited public and pri-
vate schools, colleges and universities 
providing a formal educational and cul-
tural development to enrolled students. 
Authorized educational broadband 
channels must be used to further the 
educational mission of accredited 
schools offering formal educational 
courses to enrolled students. 
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(c) In furtherance of the educational 
mission of accredited schools, Edu-
cational Broadband Service stations 
may be used for: 

(1) In-service training and instruc-
tion in special skills and safety pro-
grams, extension of professional train-
ing, informing persons and groups en-
gaged in professional and technical ac-
tivities of current developments in 
their particular fields, and other simi-
lar endeavors; 

(2) Transmission of material directly 
related to the administrative activities 
of the licensee, such as the holding of 
conferences with personnel, distribu-
tion of reports and assignments, ex-
change of data and statistics, and other 
similar uses. 

(d) Stations, including high-power 
EBS signal booster stations, may be li-
censed in the EBS as originating or 
relay stations to interconnect edu-
cational broadband fixed stations in 
adjacent areas, to deliver instructional 
and cultural material to, and obtain 
such material from, commercial and 
noncommercial educational television 
broadcast stations for use on the edu-
cational broadband system, and to de-
liver instructional and cultural mate-
rial to, and obtain such material from, 
nearby terminals or connection points 
of closed circuit educational television 
systems employing wired distribution 
systems or radio facilities authorized 
under other parts of this chapter, or to 
deliver instructional and cultural ma-
terial to any cable television system 
serving a receiving site or sites which 
would be eligible for direct reception of 
EBS signals under the provisions of 
§ 27.1201. 

[69 FR 72034, Dec. 10, 2004, as amended at 71 
FR 35190, June 19, 2006] 

§ 27.1206 Geographic Service Area. 

(a) The Geographic Service Area 
(GSA) is either: 

(1) The area for incumbent site-based 
licensees that is bounded by a circle 
having a 35 mile radius and centered at 
the station’s reference coordinates, 
which was the previous PSA entitled to 
incumbent licensees prior to January 
10, 2005, and is bounded by the chord(s) 
drawn between intersection points of 
the licensee’s previous 35 mile PSA and 

those of respective adjacent market, 
co-channel licensees; or: 

(2) The BTA that is licensed to the 
respective BRS BTA authorization 
holder subject to the exclusion of over-
lapping, co-channel incumbent GSAs as 
described in paragraph (a)(1) of this 
section. 

(b) If the license for an incumbent 
BRS station cancels or is forfeited, the 
GSA area of the incumbent station 
shall dissolve and the right to operate 
in that area automatically reverts to 
the GSA licensee that held the cor-
responding BTA. 

§ 27.1207 BTA license authorization. 
(a) Winning bidders must file an ap-

plication (FCC Form 601) for an initial 
authorization. 

(b) Initial authorizations for BRS 
granted after January 1, 2008, shall be 
blanket licenses for all BRS fre-
quencies identified in § 27.5(i)(2) and 
based on the geographic areas identi-
fied in § 27.1208. Blanket licenses cover 
all mobile and response stations. 

(1) A station would be required to be 
individually licensed if 

(i) International agreements require 
coordination; 

(ii) Submission of an Environmental 
Assessment is required under § 1.1307 of 
this chapter; 

(iii) The station would affect the 
radio quiet zones under § 1.924 of this 
chapter. 

(2) Any antenna structure that re-
quires notification to the Federal Avia-
tion Administration (FAA) must be 
registered with the Commission prior 
to construction under § 17.4 of this 
chapter. 

[69 FR 72034, Dec. 10, 2004, as amended at 73 
FR 26040, May 8, 2008] 

§ 27.1208 BTA service areas. 
Except for incumbent BRS licenses, 

BRS service areas are Basic Trading 
Areas (BTAs) or additional service 
areas similar to BTAs adopted by the 
Commission. BTAs are based on the 
Rand McNally 1992 Commercial Atlas & 
Marketing Guide, 123rd Edition, at 
pages 38–39. The following are addi-
tional BRS service areas in places 
where Rand McNally has not defined 
BTAs: American Samoa; Guam; Gulf of 
Mexico Zone A; Gulf of Mexico Zone B; 
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