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Federal Communications Commission § 27.1136 

request, to prospective AWS–4 assign-
ees, transferees, or spectrum lessees, to 
Federal operators, and to the Commis-
sion. 

(f) Protection of Federal operations in 
the 1755–1780 MHz band. The Federal 
Government operates communications 
systems in the 1755–1780 MHz band. Cer-
tain systems are expected to continue 
to operate in the band indefinitely. All 
other operations will be relocating to 
other frequencies or otherwise cease 
operations in the 1755–1780 MHz band in 
accordance with 47 CFR part 301. Until 
such a time as Federal operations in 
the 1755–1780 MHz bands vacate this 
spectrum, AWS licensees shall protect 
such systems and must accept any in-
terference received from these Federal 
operations. See 47 CFR 2.106, footnote 
US 91, for details. AWS licensees must 
successfully coordinate proposed oper-
ations with all Federal incumbents 
prior to operation as follows: 

(1) Protection Zone(s). A protection 
zone is established for each Federal op-
eration pursuant to 47 CFR 2.106, foot-
note US 91. Unless otherwise specified 
in later Commission actions, the de-
fault protection zone is nationwide. A 
base station which enables mobile or 
portable stations to transmit in the 
1755–1780 MHz band may not operate 
within the Protection Zone(s) of a Fed-
eral operation until the licensee suc-
cessfully coordinates such base station 
operations with Federal Government 
entities as follows depending on the 
type of Federal incumbent authoriza-
tion: 

(i) Federal US&P Assignments. Each 
AWS licensee must coordinate with 
each Federal agency that has U.S. and 
Possessions (US&P) authority prior to 
its first operations in its licensed area 
to reach a coordination arrangement 
with each US&P agency on an oper-
ator-to-operator basis. (Agencies with 
U.S. and Possessions (US&P) authority 
do not operate nationwide and may be 
able to share, prior to relocation, in 
some areas.) 

(ii) Other Federal Assignments. Each 
AWS licensee must successfully coordi-
nate all base station operations within 
a Protection Zone with the Federal in-
cumbents. The default requirement is a 
nationwide coordination zone with pos-
sible revisions to the Protection Zone 

and other details to be announced in a 
Joint FCC/NTIA public notice. 

(2) Interference. If protected Federal 
operations receive harmful inter-
ference from AWS operations in the 
1755–1780 MHz band, an AWS licensee 
must, upon notification, modify its op-
erations and/or technical parameters as 
necessary to eliminate the inter-
ference. 

(3) Point of contact. AWS licensees in 
the 1755–1780 MHz band must provide 
and maintain a point of contact at all 
times so that immediate contact can 
be made should interference against 
protected Federal operations occur. 

(4) Coordination procedures. Federal 
use of the radio spectrum is generally 
governed by the National Tele-
communications and Information Ad-
ministration (NTIA) while non-Federal 
use is governed by the Commission. As 
such, any guidance or details con-
cerning Federal/non-Federal coordina-
tion must be issued jointly by NTIA 
and the Commission. The Commission 
may jointly issue with NTIA one or 
more public notices with guidance or 
details concerning the coordination 
procedures for the 1755–1780 MHz band. 

[69 FR 5716, Feb. 6, 2004, as amended at 73 FR 
50571, Aug. 27, 2008; 78 FR 8270, Jan. 5, 2013; 79 
FR 32414, June 4, 2014] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 79 FR 32414, June 
4, 2014, in § 27.1134, paragraph (c) and (f) were 
added. These paragraphs contain information 
collection and recordkeeping requirements 
and will not become effective until approval 
has been given by the Office of Management 
and Budget. 

§ 27.1135 Protection of non-Federal 
Government Meteorological-Sat-
ellite operations. 

AWS licensees operating fixed sta-
tions in the 1710–1755 MHz band, if noti-
fied that such stations are causing in-
terference to meteorological-satellite 
earth receivers operating in the Mete-
orological-Satellite Service in the 1675– 
1710 MHz band, shall be required to 
modify the stations’ location and/or 
technical parameters as necessary to 
eliminate the interference. 

§ 27.1136 Protection of mobile satellite 
services in the 2000–2020 MHz and 
2180–2200 MHz bands. 

An AWS licensee of the 2000–2020 MHz 
and 2180–2200 MHz bands must accept 
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any interference received from duly au-
thorized mobile satellite service oper-
ations in these bands. Any such AWS 
licensees must protect mobile satellite 
service operations in these bands from 
harmful interference. 

[78 FR 8270, Jan. 5, 2013] 

COST-SHARING POLICIES GOVERNING 
MICROWAVE RELOCATION FROM THE 
2110–2150 MHZ AND 2160–2200 MHZ 
BANDS 

SOURCE: Sections 27.1160 through 27.1174 ap-
pear at 71 FR 29835, May 24, 2006, unless oth-
erwise noted. 

§ 27.1160 Cost-sharing requirements 
for AWS. 

Frequencies in the 2110–2150 MHz and 
2160–2200 MHz bands listed in § 101.147 of 
this chapter have been reallocated 
from Fixed Microwave Services (FMS) 
to use by AWS (as reflected in § 2.106 of 
this chapter). In accordance with pro-
cedures specified in § 22.602 and §§ 101.69 
through 101.82 of this chapter, AWS en-
tities are required to relocate the ex-
isting microwave licensees in these 
bands if interference to the existing 
microwave licensee would occur. All 
AWS entities that benefit from the 
clearance of this spectrum by other 
AWS entities or by a voluntarily relo-
cating microwave incumbent must con-
tribute to such relocation costs. AWS 
entities may satisfy their reimburse-
ment requirement by entering into pri-
vate cost-sharing agreements or agree-
ing to terms other than those specified 
in § 27.1164. However, AWS entities are 
required to reimburse other AWS enti-
ties or voluntarily relocating micro-
wave incumbents that incur relocation 
costs and are not parties to the alter-
native agreement. In addition, parties 
to a private cost-sharing agreement 
may seek reimbursement through the 

clearinghouse (as discussed in § 27.1162) 
from AWS entities or other Emerging 
Technologies (ET) entities, including 
Mobile Satellite Service (MSS) opera-
tors (for Ancillary Terrestrial Compo-
nent (ATC) base stations), that are not 
parties to the agreement. The cost- 
sharing plan is in effect during all 
phases of microwave relocation speci-
fied in §§ 22.602 and 101.69 of this chap-
ter. If an AWS licensee enters into a 
spectrum leasing arrangement (as set 
forth in part 1, subpart X of this chap-
ter) and the spectrum lessee triggers a 
cost-sharing obligation, the licensee is 
the AWS entity responsible for satis-
fying the cost-sharing obligations 
under §§ 27.1160–27.1174. 

[71 FR 29835, May 24, 2006, as amended at 78 
FR 8270, Feb. 5, 2013] 

§ 27.1162 Administration of the Cost- 
Sharing Plan. 

The Wireless Telecommunications 
Bureau, under delegated authority, will 
select one or more entities to operate 
as a neutral, not-for-profit clearing-
house(s). This clearinghouse(s) will ad-
minister the cost-sharing plan by, inter 
alia, determining the cost-sharing obli-
gation of AWS and other ET entities 
for the relocation of FMS incumbents 
from the 2110–2150 MHz and 2160–2200 
MHz bands. The clearinghouse filing re-
quirements (see §§ 27.1166(a), 27.1170) 
will not take effect until an adminis-
trator is selected. 

§ 27.1164 The cost-sharing formula. 

An AWS relocator who relocates an 
interfering microwave link, i.e., one 
that is in all or part of its market area 
and in all or part of its frequency band 
or a voluntarily relocating microwave 
incumbent, is entitled to pro rata reim-
bursement based on the following for-
mula: 
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