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Federal Communications Commission § 17.2 

Subpart A—General Information 

§ 17.1 Basis and purpose. 

(a) The rules in this part are issued 
pursuant to the authority contained in 
Title III of the Communications Act of 
1934, as amended, which vest authority 
in the Federal Communications Com-
mission to issue licenses to radio sta-
tions when it is found that the public 
interest, convenience, and necessity 
would be served thereby, and to require 
the painting, and/or illumination of an-
tenna structures if and when in its 
judgment such structures constitute, 
or there is reasonable possibility that 
they may constitute, a menace to air 
navigation. 

(b) The purpose of this part is to pre-
scribe certain procedures for antenna 
structure registration and standards 
with respect to the Commission’s con-
sideration of proposed antenna struc-
tures which will serve as a guide to an-
tenna structure owners. The standards 
are referenced from two Federal Avia-
tion Administration (FAA) Advisory 
Circulars. 

[61 FR 4362, Feb. 6, 1996] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 79 FR 56984, 
Sept. 24, 2014, § 17.1 was amended by revising 
paragraph (b), effective Oct. 24, 2014. For the 
convenience of the user, the revised text is 
set forth as follows: 

§ 17.1 Basis and purpose. 

* * * * * 

(b) The purpose of this part is to prescribe 
certain procedures for antenna structure reg-
istration and standards with respect to the 
Commission’s consideration of proposed an-
tenna structures which will serve as a guide 
to antenna structure owners. 

§ 17.2 Definitions. 

(a) Antenna structure. The term an-
tenna structure includes the radiating 
and/or receive system, its supporting 
structures and any appurtenances 
mounted thereon. 

(b) An antenna farm area is defined 
as a geographical location, with estab-
lished boundaries, designated by the 
Federal Communications Commission, 
in which antenna towers with a com-
mon impact on aviation may be 
grouped. 

(c) Antenna structure owner. For the 
purposes of this part, an antenna struc-
ture owner is the individual or entity 
vested with ownership, equitable own-
ership, dominion, or title to the an-
tenna structure. Notwithstanding any 
agreements made between the owner 
and any entity designated by the owner 
to maintain the antenna structure, the 
owner is ultimately responsible for 
compliance with the requirements of 
this part. 

(d) Antenna structure registration num-
ber. A unique number, issued by the 
Commission during the registration 
process, which identifies an antenna 
structure. Once obtained, this number 
must be used in all filings related to 
this structure. 

[32 FR 8813, June 21, 1967, and 32 FR 11268, 
Aug. 3, 1967, as amended at 39 FR 26157, July 
17, 1974; 61 FR 4362, Feb. 6, 1996] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 79 FR 56984, 
Sept. 24, 2014, § 17.2 was amended by revising 
paragraphs (a), (b), and (c), effective Oct. 24, 
2014. For the convenience of the user, the re-
vised text is set forth as follows: 

§ 17.2 Definitions. 
(a) Antenna structure. The term antenna 

structure means a structure that is con-
structed or used to transmit radio energy, or 
that is constructed or used for the primary 
purpose of supporting antennas to transmit 
and/or receive radio energy, and any anten-
nas and other appurtenances mounted there-
on, from the time construction of the sup-
porting structure begins until such time as 
the supporting structure is dismantled. 

(b) Antenna farm area. A geographical loca-
tion, with established boundaries, designated 
by the Federal Communications Commis-
sion, in which antenna structures with a 
common impact on aviation may be grouped. 

(c) Antenna structure owner. For the pur-
poses of this part, an antenna structure 
owner is the individual or entity vested with 
ownership, equitable ownership, dominion, 
or title to the antenna structure that is con-
structed or used to transmit radio energy, or 
the underlying antenna structure that sup-
ports or is intended to support antennas and 
other appurtenances. Notwithstanding any 
agreements made between the owner and any 
entity designated by the owner to maintain 
the antenna structure, the owner is ulti-
mately responsible for compliance with the 
requirements of this part. 

* * * * * 
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