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§ 80.326 Notification of resumption of 
normal working. 

(a) When distress traffic has ceased, 
or when complete silence is no longer 
necessary on a frequency which has 
been used for distress traffic, the sta-
tion which has controlled this traffic 
must transmit on that frequency a 
message addressed ‘‘to all stations’’ in-
dicating that normal working may be 
resumed. 

(1) In radiotelegraphy, this message 
consists of: 

(i) The distress signal SOS; 
(ii) The call ‘‘to all stations’’ (CQ), 

sent three times; 
(iii) The word DE; 
(iv) The call sign of the station send-

ing the message; 
(v) The time of handing in the mes-

sage; 
(vi) The name and call sign of the 

mobile station which was in distress; 
(vii) The service abbreviation QUM. 
(2) In radiotelephony, this message 

consists of: 
(i) The distress signal MAYDAY; 
(ii) The call ‘‘Hello all stations’’, spo-

ken three times; 
(iii) The words THIS IS; 
(iv) The call sign or other identifica-

tion of the station sending the mes-
sage; 

(v) The time of handing in of the 
message; 

(vi) The name and call sign of the 
mobile station which was in distress; 

(vii) The words SEELONCE FEENEE 
OR PRU-DONCE. 

(b) Until they receive the foregoing 
message indicating that normal or lim-
ited working may be resumed, all sta-
tions which are aware of the distress 
traffic, and which are not taking part 
in it, are forbidden to transmit on the 
frequencies on which the distress traf-
fic is taking place. 

§ 80.327 Urgency signals and messages. 
(a) The urgency signal indicates that 

the calling station has a very urgent 
message to transmit concerning the 
safety of a ship, aircraft, or other vehi-
cle, or the safety of a person. The ur-
gency signal must be sent only on the 
authority of the master or person re-
sponsible for the mobile station. 

(b) In radiotelegraphy, the urgency 
signal consists of three repetitions of 

the group XXX, sent with the indi-
vidual letters of each group, and the 
successive groups clearly separated 
from each other. It must be trans-
mitted before the call. 

(c) In radiotelephony, the urgency 
signal consists of three oral repetitions 
of the group of words PAN PAN trans-
mitted before the call. 

(d) The urgency signal has priority 
over all other communications except 
distress. All mobile and land stations 
which hear it must not interfere with 
the transmission of the message which 
follows the urgency signal. 

(e) The urgency signal and call, and 
the message following it, must be sent 
on one of the international distress fre-
quencies. Stations which cannot trans-
mit on a distress frequency may use 
any other available frequency on which 
attention might be attracted. 

(f) Mobile stations which hear the ur-
gency signal must continue to listen 
for at least three minutes. At the end 
of this period, if no urgency message 
has been heard, they may resume their 
normal service. However, land and mo-
bile stations which are in communica-
tion on frequencies other than those 
used for the transmission of the ur-
gency signal and of the call which fol-
lows it may continue their normal 
work without interruption provided 
the urgency message is not addressed 
‘‘to all stations’’. 

(g) When the urgency signal has been 
sent before transmitting a message ‘‘to 
all stations’’ which calls for action by 
the stations receiving the message, the 
station responsible for its transmission 
must cancel it as soon as it knows that 
action is no longer necessary. This 
message of cancellation must likewise 
be addressed ‘‘to all stations’’. 

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 52 
FR 35245, Sept. 18, 1987; 73 FR 4485, Jan. 25, 
2008] 

§ 80.329 Safety signals and messages. 

(a) The safety signal indicates that 
the station is about to transmit a mes-
sage concerning the safety of naviga-
tion or giving important meteorolog-
ical warnings. 

(b) In radiotelegraphy, the safety sig-
nal consists of three repetitions of the 
group TTT, sent with the individual 
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letters of each group, and the succes-
sive groups clearly separated from each 
other. It must be sent before the call. 

(c) In radiotelephony, the safety sig-
nal consists of the word SECURITE, 
pronounced as in French, spoken three 
times and transmitted before the call. 

(d) The safety signal and call must be 
sent on one of the international dis-
tress frequencies (2182 kHz or 156.8 MHz 
radiotelephone). Stations which cannot 
transmit on a distress frequency may 
use any other available frequency on 
which attention might be attracted. 

(e) The safety signal and call must be 
followed by the safety message. Where 
practicable, the safety message should 
be sent on a working frequency, and a 
suitable announcement to this effect 
must be made at the end of the call. 

(f) Messages about meteorological 
warnings, of cyclones, dangerous ice, 
dangerous wrecks, or any other immi-
nent danger to marine navigation must 
be preceded by the safety signal. 

(g) Stations hearing the safety signal 
must not make any transmission likely 
to interfere with the message. 

[51 FR 31213, Sept. 2, 1986, as amended at 69 
FR 64674, Nov. 8, 2004; 73 FR 4485, Jan. 25, 
2008] 

§ 80.331 Bridge-to-bridge communica-
tion procedure. 

(a) Vessels subject to the Bridge-to- 
Bridge Act transmitting on the des-
ignated navigational frequency must 
conduct communications in a format 
similar to those given below: 

(1) This is the (name of vessel). My 
position is (give readily identifiable po-
sition, course and speed) about to (de-
scribe contemplated action). Out. 

(2) Vessel off (give a readily identifi-
able position). This is (name of vessel) 
off (give a readily identifiable posi-
tion). I plan to (give proposed course of 
action). Over. 

(3) (Coast station), this is (vessel’s 
name) off (give readily identifiable po-
sition). I plan to (give proposed course 
of action). Over. 

(b) Vessels acknowledging receipt 
must answer ‘‘(Name of vessel calling). 
This is (Name of vessel answering). Re-
ceived your call,’’ and follow with an 
indication of their intentions. Commu-
nications must terminate when each 
ship is satisfied that the other no 

longer poses a threat to its safety and 
is ended with ‘‘Out’’. 

(c) Use of power greater than 1 watt 
in a bridge-to-bridge station shall be 
limited to the following three situa-
tions: 

(1) Emergency. 
(2) Failure of the vessel being called 

to respond to a second call at low 
power. 

(3) A broadcast call as in paragraph 
(a)(1) of this section in a blind situa-
tion, e.g., rounding a bend in a river. 

§ 80.332 Equipment to aid search and 
rescue operations. 

(a) Survival craft stations may trans-
mit distress, urgency and safety sig-
nals, calls and messages. 

(b) EPIRB’s may transmit only in ac-
cordance with the requirements of sub-
parts V and X of this part. 

§ 80.333 Stations in the maritime mo-
bile-satellite service. 

The provisions of §§ 80.311 and 80.324 
apply to the operations of ship earth 
stations in the maritime mobile-sat-
ellite service. 

§ 80.334 False distress alerts. 
A distress alert is false if it was 

transmitted without any indication 
that a mobile unit or person was in dis-
tress and required immediate assist-
ance. Transmitting a false distress 
alert is prohibited and may be subject 
to the provisions of part 1, subpart A of 
this chapter if that alert: 

(a) Was transmitted intentionally; 
(b) Was not cancelled in accordance 

with § 80.335; 
(c) Could not be verified as a result of 

either the ship’s failure to keep watch 
on appropriate frequencies in accord-
ance with § 80.1123 or subpart G of this 
part, or its failure to respond to calls 
from the U.S. Coast Guard; 

(d) Was repeated; or 
(e) Was transmitted using a false 

identity. 

[68 FR 46968, Aug. 7, 2003] 

§ 80.335 Procedures for canceling false 
distress alerts. 

If a distress alert is inadvertently 
transmitted, the following steps shall 
be taken to cancel the distress alert. 

(a) VHF Digital Selective Calling. 
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