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may provide summary information re-
garding such plans, such as a link to a 
public Web site outlining the terms and 
conditions of such plans. 

(b) Public interest standard. Prior to 
designating an eligible telecommuni-
cations carrier pursuant to section 
214(e)(6), the Commission determines 
that such designation is in the public 
interest. 

(c) A common carrier seeking des-
ignation as an eligible telecommuni-
cations carrier under section 214(e)(6) 
for any part of Tribal lands shall pro-
vide a copy of its petition to the af-
fected tribal government and tribal 
regulatory authority, as applicable, at 
the time it files its petition with the 
Federal Communications Commission. 
In addition, the Commission shall send 
any public notice seeking comment on 
any petition for designation as an eligi-
ble telecommunications carrier on 
Tribal lands, at the time it is released, 
to the affected tribal government and 
tribal regulatory authority, as applica-
ble, by the most expeditious means 
available. 

[77 FR 12966, Mar. 2, 2012] 

§ 54.203 Designation of eligible tele-
communications carriers for 
unserved areas. 

(a) If no common carrier will provide 
the services that are supported by fed-
eral universal service support mecha-
nisms under section 254(c) of the Act 
and subpart B of this part to an 
unserved community or any portion 
thereof that requests such service, the 
Commission, with respect to interstate 
services, or a state commission, with 
respect to intrastate services, shall de-
termine which common carrier or car-
riers are best able to provide such serv-
ice to the requesting unserved commu-
nity or portion thereof and shall order 
such carrier or carriers to provide such 
service for that unserved community 
or portion thereof. 

(b) Any carrier or carriers ordered to 
provide such service under this section 
shall meet the requirements of section 
54.201(d) and shall be designated as an 
eligible telecommunications carrier for 
that community or portion thereof. 

§ 54.205 Relinquishment of universal 
service. 

(a) A state commission shall permit 
an eligible telecommunications carrier 
to relinquish its designation as such a 
carrier in any area served by more 
than one eligible telecommunications 
carrier. An eligible telecommuni-
cations carrier that seeks to relinquish 
its eligible telecommunications carrier 
designation for an area served by more 
than one eligible telecommunications 
carrier shall give advance notice to the 
state commission of such relinquish-
ment. 

(b) Prior to permitting a tele-
communications carrier designated as 
an eligible telecommunications carrier 
to cease providing universal service in 
an area served by more than one eligi-
ble telecommunications carrier, the 
state commission shall require the re-
maining eligible telecommunications 
carrier or carriers to ensure that all 
customers served by the relinquishing 
carrier will continue to be served, and 
shall require sufficient notice to per-
mit the purchase or construction of 
adequate facilities by any remaining 
eligible telecommunications carrier. 
The state commission shall establish a 
time, not to exceed one year after the 
state commission approves such relin-
quishment under this section, within 
which such purchase or construction 
shall be completed. 

§ 54.207 Service areas. 
(a) The term service area means a geo-

graphic area established by a state 
commission for the purpose of deter-
mining universal service obligations 
and support mechanisms. A service 
area defines the overall area for which 
the carrier shall receive support from 
federal universal service support mech-
anisms. 

(b) In the case of a service area 
served by a rural telephone company, 
service area means such company’s 
‘‘study area’’ unless and until the Com-
mission and the states, after taking 
into account recommendations of a 
Federal-State Joint Board instituted 
under section 410(c) of the Act, estab-
lish a different definition of service 
area for such company. 

(c) If a state commission proposes to 
define a service area served by a rural 
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telephone company to be other than 
such company’s study area, the Com-
mission will consider that proposed 
definition in accordance with the pro-
cedures set forth in this paragraph. 

(1) A state commission or other party 
seeking the Commission’s agreement 
in redefining a service area served by a 
rural telephone company shall submit 
a petition to the Commission. The peti-
tion shall contain: 

(i) The definition proposed by the 
state commission; and 

(ii) The state commission’s ruling or 
other official statement presenting the 
state commission’s reasons for adopt-
ing its proposed definition, including 
an analysis that takes into account the 
recommendations of any Federal-State 
Joint Board convened to provide rec-
ommendations with respect to the defi-
nition of a service area served by a 
rural telephone company. 

(2) The Commission shall issue a Pub-
lic Notice of any such petition within 
fourteen (14) days of its receipt. 

(3) The Commission may initiate a 
proceeding to consider the petition 
within ninety (90) days of the release 
date of the Public Notice. 

(i) If the Commission initiates a pro-
ceeding to consider the petition, the 
proposed definition shall not take ef-
fect until both the state commission 
and the Commission agree upon the 
definition of a rural service area, in ac-
cordance with paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion and section 214(e)(5) of the Act. 

(ii) If the Commission does not act on 
the petition within ninety (90) days of 
the release date of the Public Notice, 
the definition proposed by the state 
commission will be deemed approved 
by the Commission and shall take ef-
fect in accordance with state proce-
dures. 

(d) The Commission may, on its own 
motion, initiate a proceeding to con-
sider a definition of a service area 
served by a rural telephone company 
that is different from that company’s 
study area. If it proposes such different 
definition, the Commission shall seek 
the agreement of the state commission 
according to this paragraph. 

(1) The Commission shall submit a 
petition to the state commission ac-
cording to that state commission’s pro-
cedures. The petition submitted to the 

relevant state commission shall con-
tain: 

(i) The definition proposed by the 
Commission; and 

(ii) The Commission’s decision pre-
senting its reasons for adopting the 
proposed definition, including an anal-
ysis that takes into account the rec-
ommendations of any Federal-State 
Joint Board convened to provide rec-
ommendations with respect to the defi-
nition of a service area served by a 
rural telephone company. 

(2) The Commission’s proposed defini-
tion shall not take effect until both the 
state commission and the Commission 
agree upon the definition of a rural 
service area, in accordance with para-
graph (b) of this section and section 
214(e)(5) of the Act. 

(e) The Commission delegates its au-
thority under paragraphs (c) and (d) of 
this section to the Chief, Wireline 
Competition Bureau. 

[62 FR 32948, June 17, 1997, as amended at 67 
FR 13226, Mar. 21, 2002] 

Subpart D—Universal Service 
Support for High Cost Areas 

§ 54.301 Local switching support. 
(a) Calculation of local switching sup-

port.(1) Beginning January 1, 1998 and 
ending December 31, 2011, an incumbent 
local exchange carrier that has been 
designated an eligible telecommuni-
cations carrier and that serves a study 
area with 50,000 or fewer access lines 
shall receive support for local switch-
ing costs using the following formula: 
The carrier’s projected annual 
unseparated local switching revenue 
requirement, calculated pursuant to 
paragraph (d) of this section, shall be 
multiplied by the local switching sup-
port factor. Beginning January 1, 2012 
and ending June 30, 2012, a rate-of-re-
turn carrier, as that term is defined in 
§ 54.5 of this chapter, that is an incum-
bent local exchange carrier that has 
been designated an eligible tele-
communications carrier and that 
serves a study area with 50,000 or fewer 
access lines and is not affiliated with a 
price cap carrier, as that term is de-
fined in § 61.3(aa) of this chapter, shall 
receive support for local switching 
costs frozen at the same support level 
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