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Federal Communications Commission § 5.84 

(1) That the operating frequency is 
not permitted to deviate more than the 
allowed tolerance; 

(2) That the emissions are not per-
mitted outside the authorized band; 

(3) That the ERP (or EIRP) and an-
tenna complies with the license and 
the regulations governing the same; 
and 

(b) For conventional experimental 
radio stations, the changes permitted 
in paragraph (a) of this section may be 
made without prior authorization from 
the Commission provided that the li-
cense supplements its application file 
with a description of such change. If 
the licensee wants these emission 
changes to become a permanent part of 
the license, an application for modi-
fication must be filed. 

(c) Prior authorization from the 
Commission is required before the fol-
lowing antenna changes may be made 
at a station at a fixed location: 

(1) Any change that will either in-
crease the height of a structure sup-
porting the radiating portion of the an-
tenna or decrease the height of a light-
ed antenna structure. 

(2) Any change in the location of an 
antenna when such relocation involves 
a change in the geographic coordinates 
of latitude or longitude by one second 
or more, or when such relocation in-
volves a change in street address. 

§ 5.79 Transfer and assignment of sta-
tion authorization for conventional, 
program, medical testing, and com-
pliance testing experimental radio 
licenses. 

(a) A station authorization for a con-
ventional experimental radio license, 
the frequencies authorized to be used 
by the grantee of such authorization, 
and the rights therein granted by such 
authorization shall not be transferred, 
assigned, or in any manner either vol-
untarily or involuntarily disposed of, 
unless the Commission decides that 
such a transfer is in the public interest 
and gives its consent in writing. 

(b) A station authorization for a pro-
gram, medical testing, or compliance 
testing experimental radio license, the 
frequencies authorized to be used by 
the grantees of such authorizations, 
and the rights therein granted by such 
authorizations shall not be transferred, 

assigned, or in any manner either vol-
untarily or involuntarily disposed of. 

[78 FR 36679, June 19, 2013] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 78 FR 36679, June 
19, 2013, § 5.79 was revised. This section con-
tains information collection and record-
keeping requirements and will not become 
effective until approval has been given by 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

§ 5.81 Discontinuance of station oper-
ation. 

In case of permanent discontinuance 
of operation of a station in the Experi-
mental Radio Service prior to the li-
cense expiration date, the licensee 
shall notify the Commission. Licensees 
who willfully fail to do so may be sub-
ject to disciplinary action, including 
monetary fines, by the Commission. 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 78 FR 25162, Apr. 
29, 2013, §§ 5.81 was revised. This section con-
tains information collection and record-
keeping requirements and will not become 
effective until approval has been given by 
the Office of Management and Budget. 

§ 5.83 Cancellation provisions. 
The applicant for a station in the Ex-

perimental Radio Services accepts the 
license with the express understanding 
that: 

(a) The authority to use the fre-
quency or frequencies permitted by the 
license is granted upon an experi-
mental basis only and does not confer 
any right to conduct an activity of a 
continuing nature; and 

(b) The grant is subject to change or 
cancellation by the Commission at any 
time without notice or hearing if in its 
discretion the need for such action 
arises. However, a petition for recon-
sideration or application for review 
may be filed to such Commission ac-
tion. 

§ 5.84 Non-interference criterion. 
Operation of an experimental radio 

station is permitted only on the condi-
tion that harmful interference is not 
caused to any station operating in ac-
cordance with the Table of Frequency 
Allocation of part 2 of this chapter. If 
harmful interference to an established 
radio service occurs, upon becoming 
aware of such harmful interference the 
Experimental Radio Service licensee 
shall immediately cease transmissions. 
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Furthermore, the licensee shall not re-
sume transmissions until the licensee 
establishes to the satisfaction of the 
Commission that further harmful in-
terference will not be caused to any es-
tablished radio service. 

§ 5.85 Frequencies and policy gov-
erning frequency assignment. 

(a) Stations operating in the Experi-
mental Radio Service may be author-
ized to use any Federal or non-Federal 
frequency designated in the Table of 
Frequency Allocations set forth in part 
2 of this chapter, provided that the 
need for the frequency requested is 
fully justified by the applicant, except 
that experimental stations may not 
use any frequency or frequency band 
exclusively allocated to the passive 
services (including the radio astron-
omy service). Stations authorized 
under subparts E and F are subject to 
additional restrictions. 

(b) Frequency or frequency bands are 
assigned to stations in the Experi-
mental Radio Service on a shared basis 
and are not assigned for the exclusive 
use of any one licensee. Frequency as-
signments may be restricted to speci-
fied geographical areas. 

(c) Broadcast experimental radio sta-
tions. (1) The applicant shall select fre-
quencies best suited to the purpose of 
the experimentation and on which 
there appears to be the least likelihood 
of interference to established stations. 

(2) Except as indicated only fre-
quencies allocated to broadcasting 
service are assigned. If an experiment 
cannot be feasibly conducted on fre-
quencies allocated to a broadcasting 
service, an experimental station may 
be authorized to operate on other fre-
quencies upon a satisfactory showing 
of the need therefore and a showing 
that the proposed operation can be con-
ducted without causing harmful inter-
ference to established services. 

(d) Use of Public Safety Frequencies. 
(1) Conventional experimental licenses. 

Applicants in the Experimental Radio 
Service shall avoid use of public safety 
frequencies identified in part 90 of this 
chapter except when a compelling 
showing is made that use of such fre-
quencies is in the public interest. If an 
experimental license to use public safe-
ty radio frequencies is granted, the au-

thorization will include a condition re-
quiring the experimental licensee to 
coordinate the operation with the ap-
propriate frequency coordinator or all 
of the public safety licensees using the 
frequencies in question in the experi-
menter’s proposed area of operation. 

(2) Program experimental licenses. A 
program licensee shall plan a program 
of experimentation that avoids use of 
public safety frequencies, and may only 
operate on such frequencies when it 
can make a compelling showing that 
use of such frequencies is in the public 
interest. A licensee planning to operate 
on public safety frequencies must in-
corporate its public interest showing 
into the narrative statement it pre-
pares under § 5.309(a)(1), and must co-
ordinate, prior to operating, with the 
appropriate frequency coordinator or 
all of the public safety licensees that 
operate on the frequencies in question 
in the program experimental licensee’s 
proposed area of operation 

(e) The Commission may, at its dis-
cretion, condition any experimental li-
cense or STA on the requirement that 
before commencing operation, the new 
licensee coordinate its proposed facil-
ity with other licensees that may re-
ceive interference as a result of the 
new licensee’s operations. 

(f) Protection of FCC monitoring sta-
tions. (1) Applicants may need to pro-
tect FCC monitoring stations from in-
terference and their station authoriza-
tion may be conditioned accordingly. 
Geographical coordinates of such sta-
tions are listed in § 0.121(b) of this chap-
ter. 

(2) In the event that calculated value 
of expected field strength exceeds a di-
rect wave fundamental field strength of 
greater than 10 mV/m in the authorized 
bandwidth of service (¥65.8 dBW/m2 
power flux density assuming a free 
space characteristic impedance of 120π 
ohms) at the reference coordinates, or 
if there is any question whether field 
strength levels might exceed the 
threshold value, the applicant should 
call the FCC, telephone 1–888–225–5322 
(1–888–CALL FCC). 

(3) Coordination is suggested particu-
larly for those applicants who have no 
reliable data that indicates whether 
the field strength or power flux density 
figure indicated in paragraph (f)(2) of 
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