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(2) The Federal Government will rely
upon State governments and their tele-
communications management organi-
zations for management or control of
intrastate carrier services and con-
tinuity of interconnectivity with inter-
state carriers to assure that national
objectives and priorities are properly
served. Applicable regulations of the
Federal Communications Commission
govern the extent of the allocation of
responsibility between Federal and
State authorities for the management
of NS/EP intrastate carrier services
and the interconnectivity of intrastate
services for NS/EP telecommunications
functions.

(c) A system of telecommunications
service priorities will be established
which facilitates the provisioning and
early restoration of services considered
vital to national interests during those
events or crises which warrant NS/EP
treatment.

(d) The President is authorized dur-
ing, or in anticipation of, an emer-
gency or major disaster (as defined in
the Disaster Relief Act of 19/4) to estab-
lish temporary telecommunications
systems and to make such tele-
communications available to State and
local government officials and such
other persons as deemed appropriate
(42 U.S.C. 5185).

(e) The President also is authorized,
during war, when necessary in the in-
terest of national defense and security,
to direct or establish priorities for es-
sential communications with any com-
mercial or governmental carrier and to
prevent obstruction of telecommuni-
cations. The President may also sus-
pend or amend rules and regulations,
close stations and facilities, and au-
thorize U.S. government use and con-
trol of telecommunications resources
with regard to:

(1) Radio communications (during
war, or Presidentially declared threat
of war, public peril, disaster or na-
tional emergency or a need to preserve
the neutrality of the U.S.) and

(2) Wire communications (during war
or threat of war).

(f) During an attack on the United
States by an aggressor nation, and in
an immediate postattack period, all de-
cisions regarding the use of tele-
communications resources will be di-
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rected to the objective of national sur-
vival and recovery. In order to achieve
this objective, postattack resources
will be assigned to activities concerned
with the maintenance and saving of
lives, immediate military defense and
response, and economic activities es-
sential to continued economic survival
and recovery.

(g) The Director of the Office of
Science and Technology Policy will
serve as the central authority to con-
trol, coordinate, and direct the activi-
ties of the Nation’s telecommuni-
cations facilities, systems, and services
during periods of wartime emergency
as determined under section 706 of the
Communications Act of 1934 (47 U.S.C.
606), as amended.

(h) Telecommunications resources of
the Federal Government will be em-
ployed, as required, to best serve the
continuity of government and national
interests.

(i) Federal agencies will, in the devel-
opment of emergency operational
plans, minimize, to the extent feasible,
dependence upon telecommunications
services for continuity of essential op-
erations.
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§202.0 Objectives.

(a) During, or in anticipation of, a
non-wartime emergency or natural dis-
aster, a telecommunications capacity
must exist to provide temporary tele-
communications service to State and
local government officials and other
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persons deemed appropriate by the
President.

(b) In the event of a general war and
attack upon the Nation, a national
telecommunications capability must
exist that will support telecommuni-
cations requirements with respect to
national security, survival and recov-
ery. The development of survivable
telecommunications to support essen-
tial functions (including an emergency
broadcasting system), and technical
compatibility of signaling methods,
transmission modes, switching facili-
ties, and terminal devices to permit ex-
change of communications over the
surviving media of all systems, govern-
ment or commercial, are crucial ele-
ments of such a national capability. In
addition, a survivable national tele-
communications management struc-
ture is necessary to manage initiation,
coordination and restoration of tele-
communications services. The manage-
ment structure must include the fol-
lowing:

(1) Legal authority for telecommuni-
cations management.

(2) A control mechanism to manage
the initiation, coordination and res-
toration of telecommunications serv-
ices.

(3) Procedures to ensure timely dam-
age assessment and allocation of resid-
ual resources and controlled restora-
tion of services based on national pol-
icy/direction.

(4) The capability to execute a tele-
communications recovery plan based
on national policy/guidance.

(c) Notwithstanding any provision re-
garding NS/EP Planning and Execu-
tion, nothing in this part shall be
deemed to affect the authorities or re-
sponsibilities of the Director of the Of-
fice of Management and Budget, or any
Office or official thereof; or reassign
any function assigned any agency
under the Federal Property and Admin-
istrative Services Act of 1949, as
amended, or under any other law, or
any function vested by law in the Fed-
eral Communications Commission.

§202.1 Policies.

(a) The telecommunications re-
sources of the Nation will be available
for government use during crises and
emergencies, wartime and non-war-
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time, and to satisfy the needs of the
public welfare and safety.

(b) The National Plan for Tele-
communications Support in Non-War-
time Emergencies provides procedures
for planning and using National tele-
communications assets and resources
in support of non-wartime emergencies,
including those covered by the Disaster
Relief Act of 1974, in Presidentially de-
clared Emergencies and Major Disas-
ters, Extraordinary Situations, and
other emergencies.

(c) An NS/EP Telecommunications
Service Priority (TSP) System will
provide procedures to authorize pri-
ority treatment for the provisioning
and restoration of NS/EP telecommuni-
cations services for wartime and non-
wartime emergencies.

(d) In wartime emergencies, facilities
management will remain decentralized
to the extent feasible to assure contin-
ued flexibility of operational response
to critical needs, subject to the man-
agement direction and overriding au-
thority of those officials delegated to
act for and with the consent of the cen-
tral point of authority within the Fed-
eral Government.

(1) Federally owned, leased, and/or
operated telecommunications facili-
ties, systems, and networks will be
managed during such an emergency by
the agency normally controlling the fa-
cility, system, or network except that
all operations will be subject to the
management direction and authority of
the officials delegated overall manage-
ment responsibility for Federal Gov-
ernment systems.

(2) Facilities other than those of the
Federal Government, with the excep-
tion of radio stations in the Aviation
Services and certain classes of radio
stations in the Maritime Services, will
be managed by the authorized common
carrier or other person owning and op-
erating such facilities subject to Fed-
eral Communications Commission
(FCC) guidance and direction or in ac-
cordance with State or local plans if
not subject to FCC jurisdiction.

(3) Radio stations in the Aviation
Services and those aboard vessels in
the Maritime Service will be subject to
the control of the Secretary of Defense
during a national emergency.
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