
695 

Federal Communications Commission § 101.527 

both information bits per unit band-
width and the total bits per unit band-
width. 

[65 FR 59360, Oct. 5, 2000] 

§ 101.523 Service areas. 
(a) The service areas for 24 GHz are 

Economic Areas (EAs) as defined in 
this paragraph (a). The Bureau of Eco-
nomic Analysis, U.S. Department of 
Commerce, organized the 50 States and 
the District of Columbia into 172 EAs. 
See 60 FR 13114 (March 10, 1995). Addi-
tionally, there are four FCC-created 
EA-like areas: 

(1) Guam and Northern Mariana Is-
lands; 

(2) Puerto Rico and the U.S. Virgin 
Islands; 

(3) American Samoa, and 
(4) the Gulf of Mexico. The Gulf of 

Mexico EA extends from 12 nautical 
miles off the U.S. Gulf coast outward 
into the Gulf. See 62 FR 9636 (March 3, 
1997), in which the Commission created 
an additional four economic area-like 
areas for a total of 176 EA service 
areas. Maps of the EAs and the FED-
ERAL REGISTER Notice that established 
the 172 Economic Areas (EAs) are 
available for public inspection and 
copying at the FCC Reference Center, 
Room CY A–257, 445 12th St., SW., 
Washington, DC 20554. These maps and 
data are also available on the FCC Web 
site at www.fcc.gov/oet/info/maps/areas/. 

(b) Where an incumbent SMSA li-
cense area in the 24 GHz band occupies 
only a portion of an EA available for 
application under the competitive bid-
ding rules, the SMSA portion will be 
excluded from auction and the incum-
bent licensee will retain the exclusive 
right to those channels within the 
SMSA. 

[65 FR 59360, Oct. 5, 2000, as amended at 69 FR 
44608, July 27, 2004] 

§ 101.525 24 GHz system operations. 
(a) A licensee using the 24 GHz band 

may construct and operate any number 
of fixed stations anywhere within the 
area authorized to serve without prior 
authorization, except as follows: 

(1) A station would be required to be 
individually licensed if: 

(i) International agreements require 
coordination; 

(ii) Submission of an Environmental 
Assessment is required under § 1.1307 of 
this chapter; 

(iii) The station would affect areas 
identified in § 1.924 of this chapter. 

(2) Any antenna structure that re-
quires notification to the Federal Avia-
tion Administration (FAA) must be 
registered with the Commission prior 
to construction under § 17.4 of this 
chapter. 

(b) Whenever a licensee constructs or 
makes system changes as described in 
paragraph (a)(1) of this section, the li-
censee is required to notify the Com-
mission within 30 days of the change 
under § 1.947 of this chapter and include 
a statement of the technical param-
eters of the changed station. 

[65 FR 59360, Oct. 5, 2000, as amended at 69 FR 
17959, Apr. 6, 2004] 

§ 101.526 License term. 

The license term for stations licensed 
under this subpart is ten years from 
the date of license grant or license re-
newal for incumbent licensees. 

[65 FR 59360, Oct. 5, 2000] 

§ 101.527 Construction requirements 
for 24 GHz operations. 

(a) Each licensee must make a show-
ing of ‘‘substantial service’’ within ten 
years of its license grant. A ‘‘substan-
tial service’’ assessment will be made 
at renewal pursuant to the provisions 
and procedures set forth in § 1.949 of 
this chapter. ‘‘Substantial service’’ is a 
service which is sound, favorable, and 
substantially above a level of mediocre 
service which just might minimally 
warrant renewal during its past license 
term. 

(b) Each licensee must, at a min-
imum file: 

(1) A report, maps and other sup-
porting documents describing its cur-
rent service in terms of geographic 
coverage and population served to the 
Commission. The report must also con-
tain a description of the licensees’ in-
vestments in its operations. The report 
must be labeled as an attachment to 
the renewal application; and 

(2) Copies of all FCC orders finding 
the licensee to have violated the Com-
munications Act or any FCC rule or 
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