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§1.273 Waiver of initial or rec-
ommended decision.

At the conclusion of the hearing or
within 20 days thereafter, all parties to
the proceeding may agree to waive an
initial or recommended decision, and
may request that the Commission issue
a final decision or order in the case. If
the Commission has directed that its
review function in the case be per-
formed by a commissioner, a panel of
commissioners, the request shall be di-
rected to the appropriate review au-
thority. The Commission or such re-
view authority may in its discretion
grant the request, in whole or in part,
if such action will best conduce to the
proper dispatch of business and to the
ends of justice.

[28 FR 12425, Nov. 22, 1963, as amended at 62
FR 4171, Jan. 29, 1997]

§1.274 Certification of the record to
the Commission for initial or final
decision.

(a) Where the presiding officer is
available to the Commission, and
where the Commission finds upon the
record that due and timely execution
of its functions imperatively and un-
avoidably so requires, the Commission
may direct that the record in a pending
proceeding be certified to it for initial
or final decision. Unless the Commis-
sion finds that due and timely execu-
tion of its functions imperatively and
unavoidably requires that no rec-
ommended decision be issued, the pre-
siding officer will prepare and file a
recommended decision, which will be
released with the Commission’s initial
or final decision.

(b) Where the presiding officer be-
comes unavailable to the Commission
after the taking of testimony has been
concluded, the Commission may direct
that the record in a pending proceeding
be certified to it for initial or final de-
cision. In that event, the record shall
be certified to the Commission by the
Chief Administrative Law Judge.

(c)(1) Where the presiding officer be-
comes unavailable to the Commission
after the taking of evidence has com-
menced but before it has been con-
cluded, the Commission may order a
rehearing before another presiding offi-
cer designated in accordance with
§1.241.

§1.276

(2) Upon a finding that due and time-
ly execution of its functions impera-
tively and unavoidably so requires, the
Commission may (as an alternative)
order that the hearing be continued by
another presiding officer designated in
accordance with §1.241 or by the Com-
mission itself. In that event, the officer
continuing the hearing shall, upon
completion of the hearing, certify the
proceeding to the Commission for an
initial or final decision. Unless the
Commission finds upon the record that
due and timely execution of its func-
tions imperatively and unavoidably re-
quires that no recommended decision
be issued, the officer continuing the
hearing shall prepare and file a rec-
ommended decision to be released with
the Commission’s initial or final deci-
sion. If all the parties expressly con-
sent, and if the Commission does not
order otherwise, the officer continuing
the hearing may prepare an initial de-
cision.

(Sec. 409, 48 Stat. 1096, as amended; 47 U.S.C.
409)

§1.276 Appeal and review of initial de-
cision.

(a)(1) Within 30 days after the date on
which public release of the full text of
an initial decision is made, or such
other time as the Commission may
specify, any of the parties may appeal
to the Commission by filing exceptions
to the initial decision, and such deci-
sion shall not become effective and
shall then be reviewed by the Commis-
sion, whether or not such exceptions
may thereafter be withdrawn. It is the
Commission’s policy that extensions of
time for filing exceptions shall not be
routinely granted.

(2) Exceptions shall be consolidated
with the argument in a supporting
brief and shall not be submitted sepa-
rately. As used in this subpart, the
term ezxceptions means the document
consolidating the exceptions and sup-
porting brief. The brief shall contain (i)
a table of contents, (ii) a table of cita-
tions, (iii) a concise statement of the
case, (iv) a statement of the questions
of law presented, and (v) the argument,
presenting clearly the points of fact
and law relied upon in support of the
position taken on each question, with
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