
32 

47 CFR Ch. I (10–1–13 Edition) § 0.212 

(e) Authority to act as ‘‘Head of the 
Agency’’ or ‘‘Agency Head’’ for admin-
istrative determinations required by 
the Federal Acquisition Regulation and 
Federal Management Circulars. 

(f) Authority to act as ‘‘Head of the 
Agency’’ or ‘‘Agency Head’’ for all ad-
ministrative determinations pursuant 
to the Debt Collection Improvement 
Act of 1996, Public Laws 104–134, 110 
Stat. 1321, 1358 (1996) (DCIA). 

[28 FR 12402, Nov. 22, 1963, as amended at 41 
FR 49095, Nov. 8, 1976; 51 FR 23550, June 30, 
1986; 69 FR 27847, May 17, 2004; 76 FR 70907, 
Nov. 16, 2011] 

§ 0.212 Board of Commissioners. 
(a) Whenever the Chairman or Acting 

Chairman of the Commission deter-
mines that a quorum of the Commis-
sion is not present or able to act, he 
may convene a Board of Commis-
sioners. The Board shall be composed 
of all Commissioners present and able 
to act. 

(b) The Board of Commissioners is 
authorized to act upon all matters nor-
mally acted upon by the Commission 
en banc, except the following: 

(1) The final determination on the 
merits of any adjudicatory or inves-
tigatory hearing proceeding or of any 
rule making proceeding, except upon a 
finding by the Board that the public in-
terest would be disserved by waiting 
the convening of a quorum of the Com-
mission. 

(2) Petitions for reconsideration of 
Commission actions. 

(3) Applications for review of actions 
taken pursuant to delegated authority. 

(c) The Board of Commissioners is 
authorized to act upon all matters nor-
mally acted upon by an individual 
Commissioner (when he or his alter-
nates are not present or able to act) or 
by a committee of Commissioners (in 
the absence of a quorum of the com-
mittee). 

(d) Actions taken by the Board of 
Commissioners shall be recorded in the 
same manner as actions taken by the 
Commission en banc. 

(e) This section has no application in 
circumstances in which the Commis-
sion is unable to function at its offices 
in Washington, D.C. See §§ 0.181–0.186 
and §§ 0.381–0.387. 

[30 FR 9314, July 27, 1965] 

§ 0.218 Authority of, and delegated to, 
an individual Commissioner or 
Commissioners. 

(a) One or more members of the Com-
mission may be designated to preside 
in a hearing proceeding. The Commis-
sioner or Commissioners designated to 
preside at such a hearing shall fix the 
time and place of the hearing and shall 
act upon all motions, petitions or other 
matters which may arise while the pro-
ceeding is in hearing status. 

(b) One or more members of the Com-
mission may be designated to review 
an initial decision issued in any hear-
ing case. 

(c) Except for actions taken during 
the course of a hearing and upon the 
record thereof, actions taken by a 
Commissioner or Commissioners pursu-
ant to the provisions of this section 
shall be recorded in writing and filed in 
the official minutes of the Commission. 

[27 FR 7931, Aug. 10, 1962] 

MANAGING DIRECTOR 

§ 0.231 Authority delegated. 

(a) The Managing Director, or his 
designee, upon securing concurrence of 
the General Counsel, is delegated au-
thority to act upon requests for waiver, 
reduction or deferment of fees, estab-
lish payment dates, and issue notices 
proposing amendments or adjustments 
to the fee schedules established under 
part 1, subpart G, of this chapter. 

(b) The Managing Director, or his 
designee, is delegated authority to 
make nonsubstantive, editorial revi-
sions of the Commission’s rules and 
regulations upon approval of the bu-
reau or staff office primarily respon-
sible for the particular part or section 
involved. 

(c) [Reserved] 
(d) The Managing Director, or his 

designee, upon securing the concur-
rence of the General Counsel, is dele-
gated authority, within the purview of 
the Federal Tort Claims Act, as amend-
ed, 28 U.S.C. 2672, to grant tort claims 
directed against the Commission where 
the amount of the claim does not ex-
ceed $5,000. In addition thereto, the 
Managing Director, or his designee, 
upon securing the concurrence of the 
General Counsel, is delegated authority 
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to act in the disposition of claims aris-
ing under the Military Personnel and 
Civilian Employees’ Claims Act, as 
amended, 31 U.S.C. 3701 and 3721, where 
the amount of the claim does not ex-
ceed $6,500. 

(e) The Managing Director is dele-
gated authority to act as Head of the 
Procurement Activity and Contracting 
Officer for the Commission and to des-
ignate appropriate subordinate offi-
cials to act as Contracting Officers for 
the Commission. 

(f) (1) The Managing Director, or his 
designee, is delegated authority to per-
form all administrative determinations 
provided for by the Debt Collection Im-
provement Act of 1996, Public Laws 
104–134, 110 Stat. 1321, 1358 (1996) 
(DCIA), including, but not limited to 
the provisions of Title 31, United 
States Code section 3711 to: 

(i) Collect claims of the United 
States Government for money or prop-
erty arising out of the activities of, or 
referred to, the Federal Communica-
tions Commission, 

(ii) Compromise a claim of the Gov-
ernment of not more than $100,000 (ex-
cluding interest) or such higher 
amount as the Attorney General of the 
United States may from time to time 
prescribe, and 

(iii) Suspend or end collection action 
on a claim of the Government of not 
more than $100,000 (excluding interest) 
when it appears that no person liable 
on the claim has the present or pro-
spective ability to pay a significant 
amount of the claim or the cost of col-
lecting the claim is likely to be more 
than the amount recovered. 

(2)(i) This delegation does not include 
waiver authority provided by 31 U.S.C. 
3720B. 

(ii) The Chief Financial Officer, or 
the Deputy Chief Financial Officer, is 
delegated authority to perform all ad-
ministrative determinations provided 
for by 31 U.S.C. 3720B. 

(g) The Managing Director, after con-
sultation with the Chairman shall es-
tablish, renew, and terminate all Fed-
eral advisory committees. He shall also 
exercise all management responsibil-
ities under the Federal Advisory Com-
mittee Act as amended (Pub. L. No. 92– 
463, 5 U.S.C. App.). 

(h) [Reserved] 

(i) The Secretary, acting under the 
supervision of the Managing Director, 
serves as the official custodian of the 
Commission’s documents and shall 
have authority to appoint a deputy or 
deputies for the purposes of custody 
and certification of documents located 
in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania or other 
established locations. The Secretary is 
delegated authority to rule on requests 
for extensions of time based on oper-
ational problems associated with the 
Commission’s electronic comment fil-
ing system. See § 1.46 of this chapter. 

(j) The Managing Director or his des-
ignee is delegated the authority, after 
seeking the opinion of the General 
Counsel, to determine, in accordance 
with generally accepted accounting 
principles for federal agencies the orga-
nizations, programs (including funds), 
and accounts that are required to be 
included in the financial statements of 
the Commission. 

(k) The Managing Director, or his 
designee, after seeking the opinion of 
the General Counsel, is delegated the 
authority to direct all organizations, 
programs (including funds), and ac-
counts that are required to be included 
in the financial statements of the Com-
mission to comply with all relevant 
and applicable federal financial man-
agement and reporting statutes. 

(l) Subpoena authority. The Managing 
Director is delegated authority to issue 
subpoenas for the Office of Managing 
Director’s oversight of audits of the 
USF programs and the Office of Man-
aging Director’s review and evaluation 
of the interstate telecommunications 
relay services fund, the North Amer-
ican numbering plan, regulatory fee 
collection, FCC operating expenses, 
and debt collection. Before issuing a 
subpoena, the Office of Managing Di-
rector shall obtain the approval of the 
Office of General Counsel. 

(Secs. 4, 303, 48 Stat., as amended, 1066, 1082; 
47 U.S.C. 154, 303; 18 U.S.C. 207(j); 39 U.S.C. 
3220; Notice of Preliminary Guidelines issued 
by the Department of Justice, 50 FR 46622, 
November 8, 1985) 

CROSS REFERENCE: 47 CFR part 19, subpart 
E. 

[29 FR 14666, Oct. 28, 1964] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 0.231, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
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Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and at www.fdsys.gov. 

CHIEF ENGINEER 

§ 0.241 Authority delegated. 
(a) The performance of functions and 

activities described in § 0.31 is dele-
gated to the Chief of the Office of Engi-
neering and Technology: Provided, that 
the following matters shall be referred 
to the Commission en banc for disposi-
tion: 

(1) Notices of proposed rulemaking 
and of inquiry and final orders in rule-
making proceedings, inquiry pro-
ceedings and non-editorial orders mak-
ing changes, except that the Chief of 
the Office of Engineering and Tech-
nology is delegated authority, together 
with the Chief of the Wireless Tele-
communications Bureau, to adopt cer-
tain technical standards applicable to 
hearing aid compatibility under § 20.19 
of this chapter, as specified in § 20.19(k). 

(2) Petitions for review of actions 
taken to delegated authority. See 
§ 1.115 of this chapter. 

(3) Petitions and other requests for 
waivers of the Commission’s rules, 
whether or not accompanied by an ap-
plications, when such petitions or re-
quests contain new or novel arguments 
not previously considered by the Com-
mission or present facts or arguments 
which appear to justify a change in 
Commission policy. 

(4) Petitions and other requests for 
declaratory rulings, when such peti-
tions or requests contain new or novel 
arguments not previously considered 
by the Commission or preset facts or 
arguments which appear to justify a 
change in Commission policy. 

(5) Any other petition, pleading or re-
quest presenting new or novel ques-
tions of fact, law, or policy which can-
not be resolved under outstanding 
precedents and guidelines. 

(6) Any other complaint or enforce-
ment matter presenting new or novel 
questions of fact, law, or policy which 
cannot be resolved under outstanding 
precedents and guidelines. 

(7) Authority to issued a notice of op-
portunity for hearing pursuant to 
§ 1.80(g) of this chapter; and authority 
to issue notices of apparent liability, 
final forfeiture orders, and orders can-
celling or reducing forfeitures imposed 

under § 1.80(f) of this chapter, if the 
amount set out in the notice of appar-
ent liability is more than $20,000. 

(8) Proposed actions following any 
case remanded by the courts. 

(b) The Chief of the Office of Engi-
neering and Technology is delegated 
authority to administer the Equipment 
Authorization program as described in 
part 2 of this chapter. 

(c) The Chief of the Office of Engi-
neering and Technology is delegated 
authority to administer the Experi-
mental Radio licensing program pursu-
ant to part 5 of this chapter. 

(d) The Chief of the Office of Engi-
neering and Technology is delegated 
authority to examine all applications 
for certification (approval) of subscrip-
tion television technical systems as ac-
ceptable for use under a subscription 
television authorization as provided for 
in this chapter, to notify the applicant 
that an examination of the certified 
technical information and data sub-
mitted in accordance with the provi-
sions of this chapter indicates that the 
system does or does not appear to be 
acceptable for authorization as a sub-
scription television system. This dele-
gation shall be exercised in consulta-
tion with the Chief, Media Bureau. 

(e) The Chief of the Office of Engi-
neering and Technology is authorized 
to dismiss or deny petitions for rule-
making which are repetitive or moot or 
which for other reasons plainly do not 
warrant consideration by the Commis-
sion. 

(f) The Chief of the Office of Engi-
neering and Technology is authorized 
to enter into agreements with the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology and other accreditation bodies 
to perform accreditation of test labora-
tories pursuant to § 2.948(d) of this 
chapter. In addition, the Chief is au-
thorized to make determinations re-
garding the continued acceptability of 
individual accrediting organizations 
and accredited laboratories. 

(g) The Chief of the Office of Engi-
neering and Technology is delegated 
authority to enter into agreements 
with the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology to perform ac-
creditation of Telecommunication Cer-
tification Bodies (TCBs) pursuant to 
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