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Federal Communications Commission § 90.461 

(c) For private land stations that are 
interconnected with the public 
switched telephone network, the li-
censee must maintain a detailed de-
scription of how interconnection is ac-
complished. When telephone service 
costs are shared, at least one licensee 
participating in the cost sharing ar-
rangement must maintain cost sharing 
records. A report of the cost distribu-
tion must be placed in the licensee’s 
station records and made available to 
participants in the sharing and the 
Commission upon request. See § 90.477. 

(d) For shared land stations, the 
records required by § 90.179. 

[43 FR 54791, Nov. 22, 1978, as amended at 48 
FR 26621, June 9, 1983; 48 FR 29518, June 27, 
1983; 50 FR 39681, Sept. 30, 1985; 50 FR 40976, 
Oct. 8, 1985; 61 FR 4369, Feb. 6, 1996] 

§ 90.445 Form of station records. 
(a) Station records shall be kept in 

an orderly manner, and in such detail 
that the data required are readily 
available. Key letters or abbreviations 
may be used if proper meaning or ex-
planation is set forth in the record. 

(b) Each entry in the records of each 
station shall be signed by a person 
qualified to do so, having actual knowl-
edge of the facts to be recorded. 

(c) No record or portion thereof shall 
be erased, obliterated, or wilfully de-
stroyed within the required retention 
period. Any necessary correction may 
be made only by the person originating 
the entry, who shall strike out the er-
roneous portion, initial the correction 
made, and indicate the date of correc-
tion. 

§ 90.447 Retention of station records. 
Records required by this part shall be 

retained by the licensee for at least one 
year. 

Subpart O—Transmitter Control 

§ 90.460 Scope. 
This subpart sets forth the provisions 

relating to permissible methods of 
transmitter control and interconnec-
tion (see the definition in § 90.7) of 
radio systems authorized under this 
part. 

[44 FR 67124, Nov. 23, 1979, as amended at 62 
FR 18934, Apr. 17, 1997] 

§ 90.461 Direct and remote control of 
transmitters. 

(a) In general. Radio transmitters 
may be operated and controlled di-
rectly (as when the operating position 
for the transmitter and the trans-
mitter being operated are at the same 
location), or remotely (as when the 
transmitter being operated and the po-
sition from which it is being operated 
are at different locations). 

(b) Control of transmitters at remote lo-
cations. Radio transmitters at remote 
locations may be operated and con-
trolled through the use of wire line or 
radio links; or through dial-up circuits, 
as provided in paragraph (c) of this sec-
tion. Such control links or circuits 
may be either those of the licensee or 
they may be provided by common car-
riers authorized by law to furnish such 
service. 

(c) Dial-up circuits. Dial-up circuits 
may be provided by wire line telephone 
companies under appropriate tariffs, 
and they may be used by licensees for 
purposes of transmitter control, pro-
vided: 

(1) The dial-up circuits serve only to 
link licensed transmitter control 
points and the transmitters being con-
trolled. 

(2) The dial-up circuits are so de-
signed that the transmitters being con-
trolled cannot be operated from any 
fixed position other than the licensed 
control points for those transmitters. 

(3) Equipment used to provide the 
transmitter/dial-up-circuit interface is 
designed to preclude associated mobile 
units of the licensee from reaching any 
point(s) served by the wire line tele-
phone facilities other than the control 
point(s) of the station(s) controlled. 

(4) Any direct electrical connection 
to the telephone network shall comply 
with applicable tariffs and with part 68 
of the Commission’s Rules (See 
§ 90.5(j)). 

(5) Interconnection, within the mean-
ing of §§ 90.7 and 90.477 through 90.483, 
may not take place at a control point 
which connects to its associated trans-
mitter(s) through dial-up circuits; nor 
may such dial-up transmitter control 
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circuits be used in conjunction with (or 
shared by) interconnection equipment. 

[43 FR 54791, Nov. 22, 1978, as amended at 44 
FR 67124, Nov. 23, 1979; 60 FR 50123, Sept. 28, 
1995] 

§ 90.463 Transmitter control points. 
(a) A control operator is required to 

be stationed at the operating position 
of a transmitter control point. A con-
trol operator is any person designated 
by the licensee to exercise supervision 
and control over the operation and use 
of the licensee’s facilities. The control 
operator may be the licensee; or an em-
ployee of the licensee; or the agent of 
the licensee, appointed by the licensee 
to act as the control operator; or a 
third-party contractor, engaged by the 
licensee to serve as the control oper-
ator: Provided, however, In no case, 
through appointment or designation of 
any person to serve as control oper-
ator, may the licensee delegate any of 
the duties and responsibilities the li-
censee may have in his capacity as li-
censee. 

(b) Each station or licensed system of 
communication shall normally have a 
control point, or control points, at 
which the control operator or opera-
tors are stationed and at or from which 
the licensee may exercise supervision 
and control over the authorized facili-
ties, as required by the provisions of 
§ 90.461. Provided, however, Control 
point requirements may vary from one 
system to another, depending upon the 
nature of the radio operation; the way 
and by whom the facilities are em-
ployed; and other factors, as set out in 
other rule sections under this subpart. 

(c) A transmitter control point may 
be located at a fixed position in a sys-
tem of communication at or from 
which the control operator exercises 
supervision and control over the oper-
ation and use of the licensed facilities. 
Each fixed transmitter control point 
shall have equipment and facilities to 
permit the control operator: 

(1) To determine when the trans-
mitter or transmitters controlled are 
either radiating ‘‘RF’’ energy, or when 
the transmitter circuits have been 
placed in a condition to produce such 
radiation. This may be accomplished 
either through the use of a carrier op-
erated device which provides a visual 

indication when the transmitter(s) are 
radiating or a pilot lamp or meter 
which provides a visual indication 
when the transmitter circuits have 
been placed in a condition to produce 
radiation. Further, where a local trans-
mitter is used to activate a remote 
transmitter or transmitters in the li-
censee’s system of communication, a 
single pilot lamp or meter may be em-
ployed to indicate the activation of 
both the local and the remote trans-
mitter(s). 

(2) To turn the carrier of the trans-
mitter on and off at will, or to close 
the system down completely, when cir-
cumstances warrant such action. 

(d) The licensee’s transmitting facili-
ties may be operated from dispatch 
points, the fixed control point shall 
have equipment to permit the control 
operator to either disconnect the dis-
patch point circuits from the trans-
mitter(s) or to render the trans-
mitter(s) inoperative from any dis-
patch point being supervised. 

(e) Where the system is inter-
connected with public communication 
facilities, as provided at §§ 90.477 
through 90.483, and where those rules so 
require, the fixed control point shall be 
equipped to permit the control oper-
ator: 

(1) To monitor co-channel facilities 
of other licensees sharing an assigned 
channel or channels with the licensee 
in the licensee’s area of operation; and, 

(2) To terminate any transmission(s) 
or communication(s) between points in 
the public communications system and 
the private communications system. 

(f) In urban areas, the location of 
fixed transmitter control points will be 
specified, ‘‘same as transmitter,’’ un-
less the control point is at a street ad-
dress which is different from that of 
the transmitter(s) controlled. In rural 
areas, the location of fixed control 
points will be specified, ‘‘same as 
transmitter,’’ unless the control point 
is more than 152.5 m (500 ft) from the 
transmitter(s) controlled. In the latter 
case, the approximate location of the 
control point will be specified in dis-
tance and direction from the trans-
mitter(s) controlled in terms of dis-
tance and geographical quadrant, re-
spectively. It would be assumed that 
the location of a fixed control point is 
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