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Federal Communications Commission § 87.345 

Subpart K—Aviation Support 
Stations 

§ 87.319 Scope of service. 
Aviation support stations are used 

for the following types of operations: 
(a) Pilot training; 
(b) Coordination of soaring activities 

between gliders, tow aircraft and land 
stations; 

(c) Coordination of activities between 
free balloons or lighter-than-air air-
craft and ground stations; 

(d) Coordination between aircraft and 
aviation service organizations located 
on an airport concerning the safe and 
efficient portal-to-portal transit of the 
aircraft, such as the types of fuel and 
ground services available; and 

(e) Promotion of safety of life and 
property. 

§ 87.321 Supplemental eligibility. 
Each applicant must certify as to its 

eligibility under the scope of service 
described above. 

[63 FR 68958, Dec. 14, 1998] 

§ 87.323 Frequencies. 
(a) 121.500 MHz: Emergency and dis-

tress only. 
(b) The frequencies 121.950, 123.300 and 

123.500 MHz are available for assign-
ment to aviation support stations used 
for pilot training, coordination of 
lighter-than-air aircraft operations, or 
coordination of soaring or free bal-
looning activities. Applicants for 
121.950 MHz must coordinate their pro-
posal with the appropriate FAA Re-
gional Spectrum Management Office. 
The application must specify the FAA 
Region notified and the date notified. 
Applicants for aviation support land 
stations may request frequency(ies) 
based upon their eligibility although 
the Commission reserves the right to 
specify the frequency of assignment. 
Aviation support mobile stations will 
be assigned 123.300 and 123.500 MHz. 
However, aviation support mobile sta-
tions must operate only on a noninter-
ference basis to communications be-
tween aircraft and aviation support 
land stations. 

(c) The frequency 122.775 MHz and, 
secondary to aeronautical multicom 
stations, the frequency 122.850 MHz are 

available for assignment to aviation 
support stations. These frequencies 
may be used for communications be-
tween aviation service organizations 
and aircraft in the airport area. These 
frequencies must not be used for air 
traffic control purposes or to transmit 
information pertaining to runway, 
wind or weather conditions. 

(d) The frequency 3281.0 kHz is avail-
able for assignment to aviation support 
stations used for coordination of light-
er-than-air aircraft operations. 

[53 FR 28940, Aug. 1, 1988, as amended at 63 
FR 68958, Dec. 14, 1998] 

Subpart L—Aeronautical Utility 
Mobile Stations 

§ 87.345 Scope of service. 
Aeronautical utility mobile stations 

provide communications for vehicles 
operating on an airport movement 
area. An airport movement area is de-
fined as the runways, taxiways and 
other areas utilized for taxiing, takeoff 
and landing of aircraft, exclusive of 
loading ramp and parking areas. 

(a) An aeronautical utility mobile 
station must monitor its assigned fre-
quency during periods of operation. 

(b) At an airport which has a control 
tower, control tower remote commu-
nications outlet station (RCO) or FAA 
flight service station in operation, 
communications by an aeronautical 
utility mobile station are limited to 
the management of ground vehicular 
traffic. 

(c) Aeronautical utility mobile sta-
tions which operate on the airport’s 
unicom frequency or the frequency 
122.900 MHz are authorized only to 
transmit information relating to safe-
ty, such as runway conditions and haz-
ards on the airport. These stations are 
authorized primarily for monitoring 
communications from and to aircraft 
approaching or departing the airport. 

(d) Transmissions by an aeronautical 
utility mobile station are subject to 
the control of the control tower, the 
FAA flight service station or the 
unicom, as appropriate. When re-
quested by the control tower, the flight 
service station or the unicom, an aero-
nautical utility station must dis-
continue transmitting immediately. 
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(e) Communications between aero-
nautical utility mobile stations are not 
authorized. 

(f) Transmissions by aeronautical 
utility mobile stations for Universal 
Access Transceiver service are author-
ized. 

[53 FR 28940, Aug. 1, 1988, as amended at 55 
FR 7333, Mar. 1, 1990; 55 FR 30464, July 26, 
1990; 71 FR 70680, Dec. 6, 2006] 

§ 87.347 Supplemental eligibility. 
(a) Aeronautical utility stations may 

transmit on unicom frequencies only at 
airports which have a unicom and a 
part-time or no control tower, an RCO 
or an FAA flight service station. 

(b) An applicant for an aeronautical 
utility station operating on a unicom 
frequency or the frequency 122.900 MHz 
must: 

(1) Have a need to routinely operate a 
ground vehicle on the airport move-
ment area; 

(2) Maintain a list of the vehicle(s) in 
which the station is to be located; 

(3) Certify on the application that ei-
ther the applicant is the airport owner 
or operator, or a state or local govern-
ment aeronautical agency, or that the 
airport owner or operator has granted 
permission to operate the vehicle(s) on 
the airport movement area. 

(c) An applicant for an aeronautical 
utility station requesting authority to 
transmit on the local control (tower) 
frequency or on the control tower re-
mote communications outlet (RCO) 
frequency must certify that the Air 
Traffic Manager of the airport control 
tower approves the requested use of the 
tower or RCO frequency. 

[53 FR 28940, Aug. 1, 1988, as amended at 55 
FR 30464, July 26, 1990; 55 FR 30908, July 30, 
1990; 63 FR 68958, Dec. 14, 1998] 

§ 87.349 Frequencies. 
(a) The frequency assigned to an 

aeronautical utility station at an air-
port served by a control tower, RCO or 
FAA flight service station is the fre-
quency used by the control tower for 
ground traffic control or by the flight 
service station for communications 
with vehicles. In addition to the 
ground control frequency, an aero-
nautical utility station at an airport 
served by a control tower or RCO may 
be assigned the tower or RCO fre-

quency if the assignment is specifically 
approved by the FAA as provided for in 
§ 87.347(c). The frequencies assigned are 
normally from the band 121.600–121.925 
MHz. 

(b) The frequency assigned to the 
unicom is available to aeronautical 
utility stations on a noninterference 
basis at airports which have a part- 
time control tower, part-time RCO or 
part-time FAA flight service station 
and a unicom. 

(c) At airports which have a unicom 
but no control tower, RCO or FAA 
flight service station, the frequency as-
signed to the unicom is available to 
aeronautical utility stations on a non-
interference basis. The frequencies 
available for assignment to unicoms 
are described in subpart G of this part. 

(d) At airports which have no control 
tower, RCO, flight service station or 
unicom, the frequency 122.900 MHz is 
available for assignment to aero-
nautical utility stations. 

(e) The frequency 978.0 MHz is au-
thorized for Universal Access Trans-
ceiver data transmission. 

[55 FR 30464, July 26, 1990, as amended at 55 
FR 30908, July 30, 1990; 71 FR 70680, Dec. 6, 
2006] 

§ 87.351 Frequency changes. 
When the aeronautical utility fre-

quency is required to be changed be-
cause of an action by the FAA or the 
Commission (such as a change in the 
ground control of unicom frequency) 
the licensee must submit an applica-
tion for modification to specify the 
new frequency within 10 days from the 
date the station begins operation on 
the new frequency. The licensee has 
temporary authority to use the new 
frequency from the date of the change 
pending receipt of the modified license. 

Subpart M—Aeronautical Search 
and Rescue Stations 

§ 87.371 Scope of service. 
Aeronautical search and rescue land 

and mobile stations must be used only 
for communications with aircraft and 
other aeronautical search and rescue 
stations engaged in search and rescue 
activities. Aeronautical land search 
and rescue stations can be moved for 
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