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primary station which have been re-
ceived directly through space and suit-
ably amplified, or received by alter-
native signal delivery means including,
but not limited to, satellite and terres-
trial microwave facilities. The FM
booster station shall not retransmit
the signals of any other station nor
make independent transmissions, ex-
cept that locally generated signals may
be used to excite the booster apparatus
for the purpose of conducting tests and
measurements essential to the proper
installation and maintenance of the ap-
paratus.

NoTE: In the case of an FM broadcast sta-
tion authorized with facilities in excess of
those specified by §73.211 of this chapter, an
FM booster station will only be authorized
within the protected contour of the class of
station being rebroadcast as predicted on the
basis of the maximum powers and heights set
forth in that section for the applicable class
of FM broadcast station concerned.

[35 FR 15388, Oct. 2, 1970, as amended at 45 FR
37842, June 5, 1980; 52 FR 31406, Aug. 20, 1987;
53 FR 14803, Apr. 26, 1988; 54 FR 35342, Aug. 25,
1989; 556 FR 50695, Dec. 10, 1990; 57 FR 41111,
Sept. 9, 1992; 58 FR 42026, Aug. 6, 1993; 63 FR
33879, June 22, 1998; 74 FR 45130, Sept. 1, 2009]

§74.1232 Eligibility and licensing re-
quirements.

(a) Subject to the restrictions set
forth in paragraph (d) of this section, a
license for an FM broadcast translator
station may be issued to any qualified
individual, organized group of individ-
uals, broadcast station Ilicensee, or
local civil governmental body, upon an
appropriate showing that plans for fi-
nancing the installation and operation
of the translator are sufficiently sound
to assure prompt construction of the
translator and dependable service.

(b) More than one FM translator may
be licensed to the same applicant,
whether or not such translators serve
substantially the same area, upon an
appropriate showing of technical need
for such additional stations. FM trans-
lators are not counted as FM stations
for the purpose of §73.3555 of this chap-
ter concerning multiple ownership.

NOTE: As used in this section need refers to
the quality of the signal received and not to
the programming content, format, or trans-
mission needs of an area.
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(c) Only one input and one output
channel will be assigned to each FM
translator. Additional FM translators
may be authorized to provide addi-
tional reception. A separate applica-
tion is required for each FM translator
and each application shall be complete
in all respects.

(d) An authorization for an FM trans-
lator whose coverage contour extends
beyond the protected contour of the
commercial primary station will not be
granted to the licensee or permittee of
a commercial FM radio broadcast sta-
tion. Similarly, such authorization will
not be granted to any person or entity
having any interest whatsoever, or any
connection with a primary FM station.
Interested and connected parties ex-
tend to group owners, corporate par-
ents, shareholders, officers, directors,
employees, general and limited part-
ners, family members and business as-
sociates. For the purposes of this para-
graph, the protected contour of the pri-
mary station shall be defined as fol-
lows: the predicted 0.5mV/m contour
for commercial Class B stations, the
predicted 0.7 mV/m contour for com-
mercial Class Bl stations and the pre-
dicted 1 mV/m field strength contour
for all other FM radio broadcast sta-
tions. The contours shall be as pre-
dicted in accordance with §73.313(a)
through (d) of this chapter. In the case
of an FM radio broadcast station au-
thorized with facilities in excess of
those specified by §73.211 of this chap-
ter, a co-owned commercial FM trans-
lator will only be authorized within the
protected contour of the class of sta-
tion being rebroadcast, as predicted on
the basis of the maximum powers and
heights set forth in that section for the
applicable class of FM broadcast sta-
tion concerned. An FM translator sta-
tion in operation prior to March 1, 1991,
which is owned by a commercial FM
(primary) station and whose coverage
contour extends beyond the protected
contour of the primary station, may
continue to be owned by such primary
station until March 1, 1994. Thereafter,
any such FM translator station must
be owned by independent parties. An
FM translator station in operation
prior to June 1, 1991, which is owned by
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a commercial FM radio broadcast sta-
tion and whose coverage contour ex-
tends beyond the protected contour of
the primary station, may continue to
be owned by a commercial FM radio
broadcast station until June 1, 1994.
Thereafter, any such FM translator
station must be owned by independent
parties. An FM translator providing
service to an AM fill-in area will be au-
thorized only to the permittee or li-
censee of the AM radio broadcast sta-
tion being rebroadcast, or, in the case
of an FM translator authorized to oper-
ate on an unreserved channel, to a
party with a valid rebroadcast consent
agreement with such a permittee or li-
censee to rebroadcast that station as
the translator’s primary station. In ad-
dition, any FM translator providing
service to an AM fill-in area must have
been authorized by a license or con-
struction permit in effect as of May 1,
2009. A subsequent modification of any
such FM translator will not affect its
eligibility to rebroadcast an AM signal.

(e) An FM translator station whose
coverage contour goes beyond the pro-
tected contour of the commercial pri-
mary station shall not receive any sup-
port, before or after construction, ei-
ther directly or indirectly, from the
commercial primary FM radio broad-
cast station. Such support also may
not be received from any person or en-
tity having any interest whatsoever, or
any connection with the primary FM
station. Interested and connected par-
ties extend to group owners, corporate
parents, shareholders, officers, direc-
tors, employees, general and limited
partners, family members and business
associates. Such an FM translator sta-
tion may, however, receive technical
assistance from the primary station to
the extent of installing or repairing
equipment or making adjustments to
equipment to assure compliance with
the terms of the translator station’s
construction permit and license. FM
translator stations in operation prior
to March 1, 1991 may continue to re-
ceive contributions or support from the
commercial primary station for the op-
eration and maintenance of the trans-
lator station until March, 1, 1994.
Thereafter, any such FM translator
station shall be subject to the prohibi-
tions on support contained in this sec-
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tion. Such an FM translator station
may, however, receive technical assist-
ance from the primary station to the
extent of installing or repairing equip-
ment or making adjustments to equip-
ment to assure compliance with the
terms of the translator station’s con-
struction permit and license. FM trans-
lator stations in operation prior to
June 1, 1991 may continue to receive
contributions or support from a com-
mercial FM radio broadcast station for
the operation and maintenance of the
translator station until June 1, 1994.
Thereafter, any such FM translator
station shall be subject to the prohibi-
tions on support contained in this sec-
tion.

NoTE: ‘“Technical assistance’ refers to ac-
tual services provided by the primary sta-
tion’s technical staff or compensation for the
time and services provided by independent
engineering personnel. Conversely, such sup-
port must not include the supply of equip-
ment or direct funding for the translator’s
discretionary use. ‘‘Technical assistance”
must occur after the issuance of the trans-
lator’s construction permit or license in
order to meet expenses incurred by install-
ing, repairing, or making adjustments to
equipment.

(f) An FM broadcast booster station
will be authorized only to the licensee
or permittee of the FM radio broadcast
station whose signals the booster sta-
tion will retransmit, to serve areas
within the protected contour of the pri-
mary station, subject to Note,
§74.1231(h) of this part.

(g) No numerical limit is placed upon
the number of FM booster stations
which may be licensed to a single li-
censee. A separate application is re-
quired for each FM booster station. FM
broadcast booster stations are not
counted as FM broadcast stations for
the purposes of §73.55565 of this chapter
concerning multiple ownership.

(h) Any authorization for an FM
translator station issued to an appli-
cant described in paragraphs (d) and (e)
of this section will be issued subject to
the condition that it may be termi-
nated at any time, upon not less than
sixty (60) days written notice, where
the circumstances in the community or
area served are so altered as to have
prohibited grant of the application had
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such circumstances existed at the time
of its filing.

[35 FR 15388, Oct. 2, 1970, as amended at 43 FR
14660, Apr. 7, 1978; 52 FR 10571, Apr. 2, 1987; 52
FR 31406, Aug. 20, 1987; 55 FR 50696, Dec. 10,
1990; 58 FR 42026, Aug. 6, 1993; 74 FR 45130,
Sept. 1, 2009]

§74.1233 Processing FM translator and
booster station applications.

(a) Applications for FM translator
and booster stations are divided into
two groups:

(1) In the first group are applications
for new stations or for major changes
in the facilities of authorized stations.
For FM translator stations, a major
change is any change in frequency
(output channel) except changes to
first, second or third adjacent chan-
nels, or intermediate frequency chan-
nels, and any change in antenna loca-
tion where the station would not con-
tinue to provide 1 mV/m service to
some portion of its previously author-
ized 1 mV/m service area. In addition,
any change in frequency relocating an
unbuilt station from the non-reserved
band to the reserved band, or from the
reserved band to the non-reserved
band, will be considered major. All
other changes will be considered minor.
All major changes are subject to the
provisions of §§73.3580 and 1.1104 of this
chapter pertaining to major changes.

(2) In the second group are applica-
tions for licenses and all other changes
in the facilities of the authorized sta-
tion.

(b) Processing booster and reserved
band FM translator applications.

(1) Applications for minor modifica-
tions for reserved band FM translator
stations, as defined in paragraph (a)(2)
of this section, may be filed at any
time, unless restricted by the FCC, and
will be processed on a ‘‘first come/first
served” basis, with the first acceptable
application cutting off the filing rights
of subsequent, conflicting applicants.
The FCC will periodically release a
Public Notice listing those applica-
tions accepted for filing. Conflicting
applications received on the same day
will be treated as simultaneously filed
and mutually exclusive. Conflicting ap-
plications received after the filing of a
first acceptable application will be
grouped, according to filing date, be-
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hind the lead application in a queue.
The priority rights of the lead appli-
cant, against all other applicants, are
determined by the date of filing, but
the filing date for subsequent, con-
flicting applicants only reserves a
place in the queue. The rights of an ap-
plicant in a queue ripen only upon a
final determination that the lead appli-
cant is unacceptable and if the queue
member is reached and found accept-
able. The queue will remain behind the
lead applicant until a construction per-
mit is finally granted, at which time
the queue dissolves.

(2) All other applications for booster
stations and reserved band FM trans-
lator stations will be processed as near-
ly as possible in the order in which
they are filed. Such applications will
be placed in the processing line in nu-
merical sequence, and will be drawn by
the staff for study, the lowest file num-
ber first. In order that those applica-
tions which are entitled to be grouped
for processing may be fixed prior to the
time processing of the earliest filed ap-
plication is begun, the FCC will peri-
odically release a Public Notice listing
reserved band applications that have
been accepted for filing and announc-
ing a date (not less than 30 days after
publication) on which the listed appli-
cations will be considered available
and ready for processing and by which
all mutually exclusive applications
and/or petitions to deny the listed ap-
plications must be filed.

(3) Applications for reserved band FM
translator stations will be processed
using filing window procedures. The
FCC will specify by Public Notice, a pe-
riod for filing reserved band FM trans-
lator applications for a new station or
for major modifications in the facili-
ties of an authorized station. FM trans-
lator applications for new facilities or
for major modifications will be accept-
ed only during these specified periods.
Applications submitted prior to the
window opening date identified in the
Public Notice will be returned as pre-
mature. Applications submitted after
the specified deadline will be dismissed
with prejudice as untimely.

(4) Timely filed applications for new
facilities or for major modifications for
reserved band FM Translators will be
processed pursuant to the procedures
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