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Subpart A—General Information

§54.1 Basis and purpose.

(a) Basis. These rules are issued pur-
suant to the Communications Act of
1934, as amended.

(b) Purpose. The purpose of these
rules is to implement section 254 of the
Communications Act of 1934, as amend-
ed, 47 USC 254.

§54.5 Terms and definitions.

Terms used in this part have the fol-
lowing meanings:

Act. The term ‘‘Act” refers to the
Communications Act of 1934, as amend-
ed.

Administrator. The term ‘‘Adminis-
trator” shall refer to the Universal
Service Administrative Company that
is an independent subsidiary of the Na-
tional Exchange Carrier Association,
Inc., and that has been appointed the
permanent Administrator of the fed-
eral universal service support mecha-
nisms.

Competitive eligible telecommunications
carrier. A ‘‘competitive eligible tele-
communications carrier’’ is a carrier
that meets the definition of an ‘‘eligi-
ble telecommunications carrier’” below
and does not meet the definition of an
“incumbent local exchange carrier’ in
§51.5 of this chapter.

Contributor. The term ‘‘contributor”
shall refer to an entity required to con-
tribute to the universal service support
mechanisms pursuant to §54.706.

Eligible telecommunications carrier.
‘“‘Eligible telecommunications carrier”
means a carrier designated as such by
a state commission pursuant to §54.201.

Incumbent local exchange carrier. ‘‘In-
cumbent local exchange carrier’” or
“ILEC” has the same meaning as that
term is defined in §51.5 of this chapter.

Information  service. “Information
service’’ is the offering of a capability
for generating, acquiring, storing,
transforming, processing, retrieving,
utilizing, or making available informa-
tion via telecommunications, and in-
cludes electronic publishing, but does
not include any use of any such capa-
bility for the management, control, or
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