
33 

Federal Communications Commission § 0.241 

(ii) Compromise a claim of the Gov-
ernment of not more than $100,000 (ex-
cluding interest) or such higher 
amount as the Attorney General of the 
United States may from time to time 
prescribe, and 

(iii) Suspend or end collection action 
on a claim of the Government of not 
more than $100,000 (excluding interest) 
when it appears that no person liable 
on the claim has the present or pro-
spective ability to pay a significant 
amount of the claim or the cost of col-
lecting the claim is likely to be more 
than the amount recovered. 

(2)(i) This delegation does not include 
waiver authority provided by 31 U.S.C. 
3720B. 

(ii) The Chief Financial Officer, or 
the Deputy Chief Financial Officer, is 
delegated authority to perform all ad-
ministrative determinations provided 
for by 31 U.S.C. 3720B. 

(g) The Managing Director, after con-
sultation with the Chairman shall es-
tablish, renew, and terminate all Fed-
eral advisory committees. He shall also 
exercise all management responsibil-
ities under the Federal Advisory Com-
mittee Act as amended (Pub. L. No. 92– 
463, 5 U.S.C. App.). 

(h) [Reserved] 
(i) The Secretary, acting under the 

supervision of the Managing Director, 
serves as the official custodian of the 
Commission’s documents and shall 
have authority to appoint a deputy or 
deputies for the purposes of custody 
and certification of documents located 
in Gettysburg, Pennsylvania or other 
established locations. The Secretary is 
delegated authority to rule on requests 
for extensions of time based on oper-
ational problems associated with the 
Commission’s electronic comment fil-
ing system. See § 1.46 of this chapter. 

(j) The Managing Director or his des-
ignee is delegated the authority, after 
seeking the opinion of the General 
Counsel, to determine, in accordance 
with generally accepted accounting 
principles for federal agencies the orga-
nizations, programs (including funds), 
and accounts that are required to be 
included in the financial statements of 
the Commission. 

(k) The Managing Director, or his 
designee, after seeking the opinion of 
the General Counsel, is delegated the 

authority to direct all organizations, 
programs (including funds), and ac-
counts that are required to be included 
in the financial statements of the Com-
mission to comply with all relevant 
and applicable federal financial man-
agement and reporting statutes. 

(Secs. 4, 303, 48 Stat., as amended, 1066, 1082; 
47 U.S.C. 154, 303; 18 U.S.C. 207(j); 39 U.S.C. 
3220; Notice of Preliminary Guidelines issued 
by the Department of Justice, 50 FR 46622, 
November 8, 1985) 

CROSS REFERENCE: 47 CFR part 19, subpart 
E. 

[29 FR 14666, Oct. 28, 1964] 

EDITORIAL NOTE: For FEDERAL REGISTER ci-
tations affecting § 0.231, see the List of CFR 
Sections Affected, which appears in the 
Finding Aids section of the printed volume 
and at www.fdsys.gov. 

CHIEF ENGINEER 

§ 0.241 Authority delegated. 
(a) The performance of functions and 

activities described in § 0.31 is dele-
gated to the Chief of the Office of Engi-
neering and Technology: Provided, that 
the following matters shall be referred 
to the Commission en banc for disposi-
tion: 

(1) Notices of proposed rulemaking 
and of inquiry and final orders in rule-
making proceedings, inquiry pro-
ceedings and non-editorial orders mak-
ing changes, except that the Chief of 
the Office of Engineering and Tech-
nology is delegated authority, together 
with the Chief of the Wireless Tele-
communications Bureau, to adopt cer-
tain technical standards applicable to 
hearing aid compatibility under § 20.19 
of this chapter, as specified in § 20.19(k). 

(2) Petitions for review of actions 
taken to delegated authority. See 
§ 1.115 of this chapter. 

(3) Petitions and other requests for 
waivers of the Commission’s rules, 
whether or not accompanied by an ap-
plications, when such petitions or re-
quests contain new or novel arguments 
not previously considered by the Com-
mission or present facts or arguments 
which appear to justify a change in 
Commission policy. 

(4) Petitions and other requests for 
declaratory rulings, when such peti-
tions or requests contain new or novel 
arguments not previously considered 
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by the Commission or preset facts or 
arguments which appear to justify a 
change in Commission policy. 

(5) Any other petition, pleading or re-
quest presenting new or novel ques-
tions of fact, law, or policy which can-
not be resolved under outstanding 
precedents and guidelines. 

(6) Any other complaint or enforce-
ment matter presenting new or novel 
questions of fact, law, or policy which 
cannot be resolved under outstanding 
precedents and guidelines. 

(7) Authority to issued a notice of op-
portunity for hearing pursuant to 
§ 1.80(g) of this chapter; and authority 
to issue notices of apparent liability, 
final forfeiture orders, and orders can-
celling or reducing forfeitures imposed 
under § 1.80(f) of this chapter, if the 
amount set out in the notice of appar-
ent liability is more than $20,000. 

(8) Proposed actions following any 
case remanded by the courts. 

(b) The Chief of the Office of Engi-
neering and Technology is delegated 
authority to administer the Equipment 
Authorization program as described in 
part 2 of this chapter. 

(c) The Chief of the Office of Engi-
neering and Technology is delegated 
authority to administer the Experi-
mental Radio licensing program pursu-
ant to part 5 of this chapter. 

(d) The Chief of the Office of Engi-
neering and Technology is delegated 
authority to examine all applications 
for certification (approval) of subscrip-
tion television technical systems as ac-
ceptable for use under a subscription 
television authorization as provided for 
in this chapter, to notify the applicant 
that an examination of the certified 
technical information and data sub-
mitted in accordance with the provi-
sions of this chapter indicates that the 
system does or does not appear to be 
acceptable for authorization as a sub-
scription television system. This dele-
gation shall be exercised in consulta-
tion with the Chief, Media Bureau. 

(e) The Chief of the Office of Engi-
neering and Technology is authorized 
to dismiss or deny petitions for rule-
making which are repetitive or moot or 
which for other reasons plainly do not 
warrant consideration by the Commis-
sion. 

(f) The Chief of the Office of Engi-
neering and Technology is authorized 
to enter into agreements with the Na-
tional Institute of Standards and Tech-
nology and other accreditation bodies 
to perform accreditation of test labora-
tories pursuant to § 2.948(d) of this 
chapter. In addition, the Chief is au-
thorized to make determinations re-
garding the continued acceptability of 
individual accrediting organizations 
and accredited laboratories. 

(g) The Chief of the Office of Engi-
neering and Technology is delegated 
authority to enter into agreements 
with the National Institute of Stand-
ards and Technology to perform ac-
creditation of Telecommunication Cer-
tification Bodies (TCBs) pursuant to 
§§ 2.960 and 2.962 of this chapter. In ad-
dition, the Chief is delegated authority 
to develop specific methods that will 
be used to accredit TCBs, to designate 
TCBs, to make determinations regard-
ing the continued acceptability of indi-
vidual TCBs, and to develop procedures 
that TCBs will use for performing post- 
market surveillance. 

(h) The Chief of the Office of Engi-
neering and Technology is delegated 
authority to administer the database 
functions for unlicensed devices oper-
ating in the television broadcast bands 
(TV bands) as set forth in subpart H of 
part 15 of this chapter. The Chief is del-
egated authority to develop specific 
methods that will be used to designate 
TV bands database managers, to des-
ignate these database managers; to de-
velop procedures that these database 
managers will use to ensure compli-
ance with the requirements for data-
base operations; to make determina-
tions regarding the continued accept-
ability of individual database man-
agers; and to perform other functions 
as needed for the administration of the 
TV bands databases. The Chief is also 
delegated authority jointly with the 
Chief of the Wireless Telecommuni-
cations Bureau to administer provi-
sions of § 15.713(h)(8) of this chapter 
pertaining to the registration of event 
sites where large numbers of wireless 
microphones that operate on fre-
quencies specified in § 74.802 of this 
chapter are used. 

(i) The Chief of the Office of Engi-
neering and Technology is delegated 
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authority to make nonsubstantive, edi-
torial revisions to the Commission’s 
rules and regulations contained in 
parts 2, 4, 5, 15, and 18 of this chapter. 

[51 FR 41106, Nov. 13, 1986, as amended at 57 
FR 18088, Apr. 29, 1992; 60 FR 5324, Jan. 27, 
1995; 60 FR 32119, June 20, 1995; 61 FR 4918, 
Feb. 9, 1996; 61 FR 31045, June 19, 1996; 62 FR 
48952, Sept. 18, 1997; 64 FR 4995, Feb. 2, 1999; 
67 FR 13220, Mar. 21, 2002; 69 FR 70337, Dec. 3, 
2004; 73 FR 9463, Feb. 21, 2008; 73 FR 25587, 
May 7, 2008; 75 FR 75835, Dec. 6, 2010] 

§ 0.247 Record of actions taken. 
The application and authorization 

files and other appropriate files of the 
Office of Engineering and Technology 
are designated as the official minute 
entries of actions taken pursuant to 
§§ 0.241 and 0.243. 

[33 FR 8228, June 1, 1968, as amended at 44 FR 
39179, July 5, 1979; 51 FR 12615, Apr. 14, 1986] 

GENERAL COUNSEL 

§ 0.251 Authority delegated. 
(a) The General Counsel is delegated 

authority to act as the ‘‘designated 
agency ethics official.’’ 

(b) Insofar as authority is not dele-
gated to any other Bureau or Office, 
and with respect only to matters which 
are not in hearing status, the General 
Counsel is delegated authority: 

(1) To act upon requests for extension 
of time within which briefs, comments 
or pleadings may be filed. 

(2) To dismiss, as repetitious, any pe-
tition for reconsideration of a Commis-
sion order which disposed of a petition 
for reconsideration and which did not 
reverse, change, or modify the original 
order. 

(3) To dismiss or deny petitions for 
rulemaking which are repetitive or 
moot or which, for other reasons, 
plainly do not warrant consideration 
by the Commission. 

(4) To dismiss as repetitious any peti-
tion for reconsideration of a Commis-
sion order denying an application for 
review which fails to rely on new facts 
or changed circumstances. 

(c) The General Counsel is delegated 
authority in adjudicatory hearing pro-
ceedings which are pending before the 
Commission en banc to act on all re-
quests for relief, and to issue all appro-
priate orders, except those which in-

volve final disposition on the merits of 
a previously specified issue concerning 
an applicant’s basic qualifications or 
two or more applicants’ comparative 
qualifications. 

(d) When an adjudicatory proceeding 
is before the Commission for the 
issuance of a final order or decision, 
the General Counsel will make every 
effort to submit a draft order or deci-
sion for Commission consideration 
within four months of the filing of the 
last responsive pleading. If the Com-
mission is unable to adopt an order or 
decision in such cases within five 
months of the last responsive pleading, 
it shall issue an order indicating that 
additional time will be required to re-
solve the case. 

(e) The official record of all actions 
taken by the General Counsel pursuant 
to § 0.251 (c) and (d) is contained in the 
original docket folder, which is main-
tained by the Reference Information 
Center. 

(f) The General Counsel is delegated 
authority to issue written determina-
tions on matters regarding the inter-
ception of telephone conversations. 
Nothing in this paragraph, however, 
shall affect the authority of the Inspec-
tor General to intercept or record tele-
phone conversations as necessary in 
the conduct of investigations or audits. 

(g) The General Counsel is delegated 
authority to issue rulings on whether 
violations of the ex parte rules have oc-
curred and to impose appropriate sanc-
tions. The General Counsel shall refer 
to the Enforcement Bureau for disposi-
tion pursuant to § 0.311(b) any matter 
in which a forfeiture or a citation 
under 47 U.S.C. 503(b)(5) may be war-
ranted. If the Enforcement Bureau de-
termines that forfeiture or a citation is 
not warranted, the matter shall be re-
ferred back to the General Counsel for 
appropriate action. 

(h) The General Counsel is delegated 
authority to make determinations re-
garding and waive the applicability of 
section 4(b) of the Communications Act 
(47 U.S.C. § 154(b)) and the Federal con-
flict of interest statutes (18 U.S.C. 
§§ 203, 205 and 208). 

(i) The General Counsel is delegated 
authority to perform all administra-
tive determinations provided for by the 
Debt Collection Improvement Act of 
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