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(a) Any object that would be shielded 
by existing structures of a permanent 
and substantial character or by natural 
terrain or topographic features of equal 
or greater height, and would be located 
in the congested area of a city, town, 
or settlement where it is evident be-
yond all reasonable doubt that the 
structure so shielded will not adversely 
affect safety in air navigation. Appli-
cant claiming such exemption under 
§ 17.14(a) shall submit a statement with 
their application to the FCC explaining 
basis in detail for their finding. 

(b) Any antenna structure of 6.10 me-
ters (20 feet) or less in height except 
one that would increase the height of 
another antenna structure. 

(c) Any air navigation facility, air-
port visual approach or landing aid, 
aircraft arresting device, or meteoro-
logical device, of a type approved by 
the Administrator of the Federal Avia-
tion Administration, the location and 
height of which is fixed by its func-
tional purpose. 

[32 FR 11269, Aug. 3, 1967, as amended at 39 
FR 7581, Feb. 27, 1974; 42 FR 54824, Oct. 11, 
1977; 61 FR 4363, Feb. 6, 1996] 

§ 17.17 Existing structures. 

(a) The requirements found in § 17.23 
relating to painting and lighting of an-
tenna structures shall not apply to 
those structures authorized prior to 
July 1, 1996. Previously authorized 
structures may retain their present 
painting and lighting specifications, so 
long as the overall structure height or 
site coordinates do not change. The 
Antenna Structure Registration re-
quirements found in § 17.5, however, 
shall apply to all antenna structures 
that have been assigned painting or 
lighting requirements by the Commis-
sion, regardless of prior authorization. 

(b) No change in any of these criteria 
or relocation of airports shall at any 
time impose a new restriction upon 
any then existing or authorized an-
tenna structure or structures. 

[32 FR 11269, Aug. 3, 1967, as amended at 61 
FR 4363, Feb. 6, 1996] 

Subpart C—Specifications for Ob-
struction Marking and Lighting 
of Antenna Structures 

§ 17.21 Painting and lighting, when re-
quired. 

Antenna structures shall be painted 
and lighted when: 

(a) They exceed 60.96 meters (200 feet) 
in height above the ground or they re-
quire special aeronautical study. 

(b) The Commission may modify the 
above requirement for painting and/or 
lighting of antenna structures, when it 
is shown by the applicant that the ab-
sence of such marking would not im-
pair the safety of air navigation, or 
that a lesser marking requirement 
would insure the safety thereof. 

[32 FR 11269, Aug. 3, 1967, as amended at 42 
FR 54824, Oct. 11, 1977] 

§ 17.22 Particular specifications to be 
used. 

Whenever painting or lighting is re-
quired, the Commission will generally 
assign specifications in accordance 
with the FAA Advisory Circulars ref-
erenced in § 17.23. If an antenna instal-
lation is of such a nature that its 
painting and lighting in accordance 
with these specifications are confusing, 
or endanger rather than assist airmen, 
or are otherwise inadequate, the Com-
mission will specify the type of paint-
ing and lighting or other marking to be 
used in the individual situation. 

[32 FR 11269, Aug. 3, 1967, as amended at 61 
FR 4363, Feb. 6, 1996] 

§ 17.23 Specifications for painting and 
lighting antenna structures. 

Unless otherwise specified by the 
Commission, each new or altered an-
tenna structure to be registered on or 
after January 1, 1996, must conform to 
the FAA’s painting and lighting rec-
ommendations set forth on the struc-
ture’s FAA determination of ‘‘no haz-
ard,’’ as referenced in the following 
FAA Advisory Circulars: AC 70/7460–1J, 
‘‘Obstruction Marking and Lighting,’’ 
effective January 1, 1996, and AC 150/ 
5345–43E, ‘‘Specification for Obstruc-
tion Lighting Equipment,’’ dated Octo-
ber 19, 1995. These documents are incor-
porated by reference in accordance 
with 5 U.S.C. 552(a). The documents 
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