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§87.17

range, bearing and identification infor-
mation.

Radar. A radiodetermination system
based upon the comparison of reference
signals with radio signals reflected, or
re-transmitted, from the position to be
determined.

Radio altimeter. Radionavigation
equipment, on board an aircraft or
spacecraft, used to determine the
height of the aircraft or spacecraft
above the Earth’s surface or another
surface.

Radiobeacon station. A station in the
radionavigation service the emissions
of which are intended to enable a mo-
bile station to determine its bearing or
direction in relation to the radiobeacon
station.

Radiodetermination service. A
radiocommuncation service which uses
radiodetermination. Radiodetermin-
ation is the determination of the posi-
tion, velocity and/or other characteris-
tics of an object, or the obtaining of in-
formation relating to these param-
eters, by means of the propagation of
radio waves. A station in this service is
called a radiodetermination station.

Radiolocation service. A radio-
determination service for the purpose
of radiolocation. Radiolocation is the
use of radiodetermination for purposes
other than those of radionavigation.

Radionavigation land test stations. A
radionavigation land station which is
used to transmit information essential
to the testing and calibration of air-
craft navigational aids, receiving
equipment, and interrogators at pre-
determined surface locations. The
Maintenance Test Facility (MTF) is
used primarily to permit maintenance
testing by aircraft radio service per-
sonnel. The Operational Test Facility
(OTF) is used primarily to permit the
pilot to check a radionavigation sys-
tem aboard the aircraft prior to take-
off.

Radionavigation service. A radio-
determination service for the purpose
of radionavigation. Radionavigation is
the use of radiodetermination for the
purpose of navigation, including ob-
struction warning.

Re-usable launch wvehicle (RLV). A
booster rocket that can be recovered
after launch, refurbished and re-
launched.
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Surveillance radar station. A radio-
navigation land station in the aero-
nautical radionavigation service em-
ploying radar to display the presence of
aircraft within its range.

Survival craft station. A mobile sta-
tion in the maritime or aeronautical
mobile service intended solely for sur-
vival purposes and located on any life-
boat, life raft or other survival equip-
ment.

Traffic information services—broadcast
(TIS-B). Traffic information broadcasts
derived from ground-based radar sys-
tems.

Universal access transceiver (UAT). A
radio datalink system authorized to
operate on the frequency 978 MHz to
support Automatic Dependent Surveil-
lance—Broadcast (ADS-B) Service,
Traffic Information Services—Broad-
cast (TIS-B) and Flight Information
Service—Broadcast (FIS-B).

VHF Omni directional range station
(VOR). A radionavigation land station
in the aeronautical radionavigation
service providing direct indication of
the bearing (omni-bearing) of that sta-
tion from an aircraft.

[63 FR 28940, Aug. 1, 1988, as amended at 54
FR 11719, Mar. 22, 1989; 54 FR 49995, Dec. 4,
1989; 55 FR 4175, Feb. 7, 1990; 57 FR 45749, Oct.
5, 1992; 64 FR 27474, May 20, 1999; 69 FR 32879,
June 14, 2004; 71 FR 70676, Dec. 6, 2006]

Subpart B—Applications and
Licenses

§87.17 Scope.

Part 1 of the Commission’s rules con-
tains the general rules of practice and
procedure applicable to proceedings be-
fore the Commission and for the filing
of applications for radio station 1li-
censes in the aviation services. Specific
guidance for each type of radio service
license in aviation services is set forth
in this part.

[63 FR 68957, Dec. 14, 1998]

§87.18 Station license required.

(a) Except as noted in paragraph (b)
of this section, stations in the aviation
service must be licensed by the FCC ei-
ther individually or by fleet.

(b) An aircraft station is licensed by
rule and does not need an individual 1i-
cense issued by the FCC if the aircraft
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