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each marketable EPIRB unit, the man-
ufacturer or grantee must include a
postage pre-paid registration card
printed with the EPIRB identification
code addressed to: NOAA/SARSAT Bea-
con Registration, E/SP3, Federal Build-
ing 4, Room 3320, 5200 Auth Road,
Suitland, MD 20746-4304. The registra-
tion card must request the owner’s
name, address, telephone number, type
of ship, alternate emergency contact
and other information as required by
NOAA. The registration card must also
contain information regarding the
availability to register the EPIRB at
NOAA’s online web-based registration
database at: http://www/
beaconregistration.noaa.gov. In addition,
the following statement must be in-
cluded: “WARNING—failure to register
this EPIRB with NOAA before installa-
tion could result in a monetary for-
feiture being issued to the owner.”

(f) To enhance protection of life and
property it is mandatory that each
406.0-406.1 MHz EPIRB be registered
with NOAA before installation and
that information be Kkept up-to-date.
Therefore, in addition to the identifica-
tion plate or label requirements con-
tained in §§2.925 and 2.926 of this chap-
ter, each 406.0-406.1 MHz EPIRB must
be provided on the outside with a clear-
ly discernible permanent plate or label
containing the following statement:
“The owner of this 406.0-406.1 MHz
EPIRB must register the NOAA identi-
fication code contained on this label
with the National Oceanic and Atmos-
pheric Administration (NOAA) whose
address is: NOAA, NOAA/SARSAT Bea-
con Registration, E/SP3, Federal Build-
ing 4, Room 3320, 5200 Auth Road,
Suitland, MD 20746-4304. Vessel own-
ers shall advise NOAA in writing upon
change of vessel or EPIRB ownership,
transfer of EPIRB to another vessel, or
any other change in registration infor-
mation. NOAA will provide registrants
with proof of registration and change
of registration postcards.

(g) For 406.0-406.1 MHz EPIRBs whose
identification code can be changed
after manufacture, the identification
code shown on the plate or label must
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be easily replaceable using commonly
available tools.

[68 FR 46974, Aug. 7, 2003, as amended at 69
FR 64678, Nov. 8, 2004; 73 FR 4488, Jan. 25,
2008]

§80.1063 Special requirements for
INMARSAT-E EPIRB stations.

(a) Notwithstanding the provisions in
paragraph (b) of this section,
INMARSAT-E EPIRBs must meet all
the technical and performance stand-
ards contained in IEC 61097-5 Ed. 1.0, ti-
tled ‘‘Global maritime and distress
safety system (GMDSS)—Part 5:
INMARSAT-E—Emergency position in-
dicating radio beacon (EPIRB) oper-
ating through the INMARSAT sys-
tem—Operational and performance re-
quirements, methods of testing and re-
quired test results,” including Annexes
A, B, and C, 1997. IEC 61097-5 Ed. 1.0, in-
cluding Annexes A, B, and C, is incor-
porated by reference (see §80.1101).

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (a): Service to
INMARSAT-E EPIRB stations terminated
on December 1, 2006, so distress signals from
INMARSAT-E EPIRB stations will not be re-
ceived by any Rescue Coordination Center.

(b) Prior to submitting a certifi-
cation application for an INMARSAT-
E radiobeacon, the radiobeacon must
be certified by INMARSAT as com-
plying with IEC 61097-5 Ed. 1.0. In addi-
tion, the radiobeacon must be tested as
to compliance with the environmental
and operational requirements identi-
fied in this paragraph (b) by the test fa-
cility which conducted the INMARSAT
certification tests, or a test facility
recognized by the U.S. Coast Guard. In-
formation regarding recognized test fa-
cilities may be obtained from Com-
mandant (G-MSE), U.S. Coast Guard,
2100 2nd Street, SW., Washington, D.C.
20593-0001, hitp://www.uscg.mil/hq/g-m/
mse/lablist/161.011.him.

(1) After an INMARSAT-E PIRB has
been certified by the test facility, the
following information must be sub-
mitted in duplicate to the Com-
mandant (G-MSE), U.S. Coast Guard,
2100 2nd Street, SW., Washington D.C.
20593-0001:

(i) The name of the manufacturer or
grantee and the model number of the
radiobeacon;
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(ii) Copies of the Inmarsat certifi-
cation of compliance with IEC 61097-5
Ed. 1.0;

(iii) Copies of the test report and test
data obtained from the test facility
showing that the radiobeacon complies
with IEC 61097-5 Ed. 1.0 and the envi-
ronmental and operational require-
ments identified in this paragraph (b);
and

(iv) Instruction manuals associated
with the radiobeacon, description of
the test characteristics of the radio-
beacon including assembly drawings,
electrical schematics, description of
parts list, specifications of materials,
and the manufacturer’s quality assur-
ance program.

(2) After reviewing the information
described in paragraph (c)(1) of this
section, the U.S. Coast Guard will issue
a letter stating whether the radio-
beacon satisfies all of the requirements
specified in paragrpahs (a) and (b) of
this section.

(c) A certification application for an
INMARSAT-EPIRB submitted to the
Commission must also contain a copy
of the U.S. Coast Guard letter stating
that the radiobeacon satisfies all of the
requirements specified in paragraphs
(a) and (b) of this section, a copy of the
technical test data, and the instruction
manual(s).

(d) The manufacturer or grantee
must include with each marketable
INMARSAT-E EPIRB appropriate ma-
terial for registration of the radio-
beacon with INMARSAT, along with a
written warning that failure to register
the radiobeacon could delay rescue
services in an emergency.

(e) To enhance protection of life and
property it is mandatory that each
INMARSAT-E EPIRB be registered
with INMARSAT before installation
and that information be kept up-to-
date. Therefore, in addition to the
identification plate or label require-
ments contained in §§2.925 and 2.926 of
this chapter, each INMARSAT-E
EPIRB must be provided on the outside
with a clearly discernable permanent
plate or label containing the following
statement: “The owner of this
INMARSAT-E EPIRB must register
the NOAA identification code con-
tained on this label with INMARSAT
at the following address: INMARSAT,

47 CFR Ch. | (10-1-09 Edition)

99 City Road, London, EC1Y 1AX,
United Kingdom.”’ Vessel owners shall
advise INMARSAT in writing upon
change of vessel or EPIRB ownership,
transfer of EPIRB to another vessel, or
any other change in registration infor-
mation.

(f) For INMARSAT-E EPIRBs whose
identification code can be changed
after manufacture, the identification
code shown on the plate or label must
be easily replaceable using commonly
available tools.

[69 FR 64678, Nov. 8, 2004, as amended at 73
FR 4489, Jan. 25, 2008]

Subpart W—Global Maritime Dis-
fress and Safety System
(GMDSS)

GENERAL PROVISIONS

This subpart contains the rules applicable
to the Global Maritime Distress and Safety
System (GMDSS). Every ship of the United
States subject to part II of title III of the
Communications Act or the Safety Conven-
tion must comply with the provisions of this
subpart. The rules in this subpart are to be
read in conjunction with the applicable re-
quirements contained elsewhere in this part;
however, in case of conflict, the provisions of
this subpart shall govern with respect to the
GMDSS. For the purposes of this subpart,
distress and safety communications include
distress, urgency, and safety calls and mes-
sages.

SOURCE: 57 FR 9065, Mar. 16, 1992, unless
otherwise noted.

NOTE: No provision of this subpart is in-
tended to eliminate, or in anyway modify,
other requirements contained in this part
with respect to part IT of title III of the Com-
munications Act.

§80.1065 Applicability.

(a) The regulations contained within
this subpart apply to all passenger
ships regardless of size and cargo ships
of 300 tons gross tonnage and upwards.

(b) The requirements of this subpart
do not modify the requirements for
ships navigated on the Great Lakes or
small passenger boats. The require-
ments contained in the Agreement Be-
tween the United States of America
and Canada for Promotion of Safety on
the Great Lakes by Means of Radio,
1973, continue to apply (see subpart T
of this part). The requirements con-
tained in part III of title III of the
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