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coordinating its power flux density lev-
els with adjacent licensed or permitted 
operators, only if there is no licensed 
17/24 GHz BSS space station or prior- 
filed application at a location less than 
four degrees from the offset orbital lo-
cation at which the applicant proposes 
to operate. 

(c)(1) Notwithstanding the provisions 
of this section, licensees and permit-
tees will be allowed to apply for a li-
cense or authorization for a replace-
ment satellite that will be operated at 
the same power level and interference 
protection as the satellite to be re-
placed. 

(2) In addition, applicants for licenses 
or authority for a satellite to be oper-
ated at an orbit location that was 
made available after a previous 17/24 
GHz BSS license was cancelled or sur-
rendered will be permitted to apply for 
authority to operate a satellite at the 
same power level and interference pro-
tection as the previous licensee at that 
orbit location, to the extent that their 
proposed operations are consistent 
with the provisions of this part. Such 
applications will be considered pursu-
ant to the first-come, first-served pro-
cedures set forth in § 25.158 of this part. 

(d) Any U.S. licensee or permittee 
using a 17/24 GHz BSS space station 
that is located less than four degrees 
away from a prior-authorized 17/24 GHz 
BSS space station that is authorized to 
operate in accordance with paragraph 
(b) of this section: 

(1) may not cause any more inter-
ference to the adjacent satellite net-
work than would be caused if the adja-
cent 17/24 GHz BSS space station were 
located four degrees away from the 
proposed space station; and 

(2) must accept any increased inter-
ference that results from the adjacent 
space station network operating at the 
offset orbital location less than four 
degrees away. 

(e) Any 17/24 GHz BSS U.S. licensee 
or permittee that is required to provide 
information in its application pursuant 
to §§ 25.140(b)(4)(ii) or (b)(4)(iii) of this 
part must accept any increased inter-
ference that may result from adjacent 
17/24 GHz BSS space stations that are 
operating in compliance with the rules 
for this service. 

(f) Any 17/24 GHz BSS U.S. licensee or 
permittee that does not comply with 
the power flux-density limits set forth 
in § 25.208(w) of this part shall bear the 
burden of coordinating with any future 
co-frequency licensees and permittees 
of a 17/24 GHz BSS network under the 
following circumstances: 

(1) If the operator’s space-to-Earth 
power flux-density levels exceed the 
power flux-density limits set forth in 
§ 25.208(w) of this part by 3 dB or less, 
the operator shall bear the burden of 
coordinating with any future operators 
proposing a 17/24 GHz BSS space sta-
tion in compliance with power flux- 
density limits set forth in § 25.208(w) of 
this part and located within ±6 degrees 
of the operator’s 17/24 GHz BSS space 
station. 

(2) If the operator’s space-to-Earth 
power flux-density levels exceed the 
power flux-density limits set forth in 
§ 25.208(w) of this part by more than 3 
dB, the operator shall bear the burden 
of coordinating with any future opera-
tors proposing a 17/24 GHz BSS space 
station in compliance with power flux- 
density limits set forth in § 25.208(w) of 
this part and located within ±10 degrees 
of the operator’s 17/24 GHz BSS space 
station. 

(3) If no good faith agreement can be 
reached, the operator of the 17/24 GHz 
BSS satellite network that does not 
comply with § 25.208(w) of this part 
shall reduce its space-to-Earth power 
flux-density levels to be compliant 
with those specified in § 25.208(w) of 
this part. 

[72 FR 60280, Oct. 24, 2007] 

Subpart D—Technical Operations 

SOURCE: 58 FR 13421, Mar. 11, 1993, unless 
otherwise noted. 

§ 25.271 Control of transmitting sta-
tions. 

(a) The licensee of a facility licensed 
under this part is responsible for the 
proper operation and maintenance of 
the station. 

(b) The licensee of a transmitting 
earth station, other than an ESV, li-
censed under this part shall ensure 
that a trained operator is present on 
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the earth station site, or at a des-
ignated remote control point for the 
earth station, at all times that trans-
missions are being conducted. No oper-
ator’s license is required for a person 
to operate or perform maintenance on 
facilities authorized under this part. 

(c) Authority will be granted to oper-
ate a transmitting earth station, other 
than an ESV, by remote control only 
on the conditions that: 

(1) The parameters of the trans-
missions of the remote station mon-
itored at the control point, and the 
operational functions of the remote 
earth stations that can be controlled 
by the operator at the control point, 
are sufficient to insure that the oper-
ations of the remote station(s) are at 
times in full compliance with the re-
mote station authorization(s); 

(2) The earth station facilities are 
protected by appropriate security 
measures to prevent unauthorized 
entry or operations; 

(3) Upon detection by the license, or 
upon notification from the Commission 
of a deviation or upon notification by 
another licensee of harmful inter-
ference, the operation of the remote 
station shall be immediately suspended 
by the operator at the control point 
until the deviation or interference is 
corrected, except that transmissions 
concerning the immediate safety of life 
or property may be conducted for the 
duration of the emergency; and 

(4) The licensee shall have available 
at all times the technical personnel 
necessary to perform expeditiously the 
technical servicing and maintenance of 
the remote stations. 

(5) International VSAT system opera-
tors are required to maintain a control 
point within the United States, or to 
maintain a point of contact within the 
United States available 24 hours a day, 
7 days a week, with the ability to shut 
off any earth station within the VSAT 
network immediately upon notifica-
tion of harmful interference. 

(d) The licensee shall insure that the 
licensed facilities are properly secured 
against unauthorized access or use 
whenever an operator is not present at 
the transmitter. 

(e) The licensee of an NGSO FSS sys-
tem operating in the 10.7–14.5 GHz 
bands shall maintain an electronic web 

site bulletin board to list the satellite 
ephemeris data, for each satellite in 
the constellation, using the North 
American Aerospace Defense Command 
(NORAD) two-line orbital element for-
mat. The orbital elements shall be up-
dated at least once every three days. 

(f) Rules for control of transmitting 
ESVs are provided in §§ 25.221 and 
25.222. 

[58 FR 13421, Mar. 11, 1993, as amended at 66 
FR 10631, Feb. 16, 2001; 70 FR 4787, Jan. 31, 
2005; 70 FR 32257, June 2, 2005] 

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 74 FR 47107, 
Sept. 15, 2009, § 25.271 was amended by revis-
ing paragraphs (b) and (c) introductory text 
and by removing paragraph (f), effective Oc-
tober 15, 2009. For the convenience of the 
user, the revised text is set forth as follows: 

§ 25.271 Control of transmitting stations. 

* * * * * 

(b) The licensee of a transmitting earth 
station licensed under this part shall ensure 
that a trained operator is present on the 
earth station site, or at a designated remote 
control point for the earth station, at all 
times that transmissions are being con-
ducted. No operator’s license is required for 
a person to operate or perform maintenance 
on facilities authorized under this part. 

(c) Authority will be granted to operate a 
transmitting earth station by remote con-
trol only on the conditions that: 

§ 25.272 General inter-system coordi-
nation procedures. 

(a) Each space station licensee in the 
Fixed-Satellite Service shall establish 
a satellite network control center 
which will have the responsibility to 
monitor space-to-Earth transmissions 
in its system. This would indirectly 
monitor uplink earth station trans-
missions in its system and to coordi-
nate transmissions in its satellite sys-
tem with those of other systems to pre-
vent harmful interference incidents or, 
in the event of a harmful interference 
incident, to identify the source of the 
interference and correct the problem 
promptly. 

(b) Each space station licensee shall 
maintain on file with the Commission 
and with its Columbia Operations Cen-
ter in Columbia, Maryland, a current 
listing of the names, titles, addresses 
and telephone numbers of the points of 
contact for resolution of interference 
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