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47 CFR Ch. I (10–1–08 Edition) § 97.5 

§ 97.5 Station license required. 

(a) The station apparatus must be 
under the physical control of a person 
named in an amateur station license 
grant on the ULS consolidated license 
database or a person authorized for 
alien reciprocal operation by § 97.107 of 
this part, before the station may trans-
mit on any amateur service frequency 
from any place that is: 

(1) Within 50 km of the Earth’s sur-
face and at a place where the amateur 
service is regulated by the FCC; 

(2) Within 50 km of the Earth’s sur-
face and aboard any vessel or craft that 
is documented or registered in the 
United States; or 

(3) More than 50 km above the 
Earth’s surface aboard any craft that is 
documented or registered in the United 
States. 

(b) The types of station license 
grants are: 

(1) An operator/primary station li-
cense grant. One, but only one, oper-
ator/primary station license grant may 
be held by any one person. The primary 
station license is granted together with 
the amateur operator license. Except 
for a representative of a foreign gov-
ernment, any person who qualifies by 
examination is eligible to apply for an 
operator/primary station license grant. 

(2) A club station license grant. A 
club station license grant may be held 
only by the person who is the license 
trustee designated by an officer of the 
club. The trustee must be a person who 
holds an Amateur Extra, Advanced, 
General, Technician Plus, or Techni-
cian operator license grant. The club 
must be composed of at least four per-
sons and must have a name, a docu-
ment of organization, management, 
and a primary purpose devoted to ama-
teur service activities consistent with 
this part. 

(3) A military recreation station li-
cense grant. A military recreation sta-
tion license grant may be held only by 
the person who is the license custodian 
designated by the official in charge of 
the United States military recreational 
premises where the station is situated. 
The person must not be a representa-
tive of a foreign government. The per-
son need not hold an amateur operator 
license grant. 

(4) A RACES station license grant. A 
RACES station license grant may be 
held only by the person who is the li-
cense custodian designated by the offi-
cial responsible for the governmental 
agency served by that civil defense or-
ganization. The custodian must be the 
civil defense official responsible for co-
ordination of all civil defense activities 
in the area concerned. The custodian 
must not be a representative of a for-
eign government. The custodian need 
not hold an amateur operator license 
grant. 

(c) The person named in the station 
license grant or who is authorized for 
alien reciprocal operation by § 97.107 of 
this part may use, in accordance with 
the applicable rules of this part, the 
transmitting apparatus under the 
physical control of the person at places 
where the amateur service is regulated 
by the FCC. 

(d) A CEPT radio-amateur license is 
issued to the person by the country of 
which the person is a citizen. The per-
son must not: 

(1) Be a resident alien or citizen of 
the United States, regardless of any 
other citizenship also held; 

(2) Hold an FCC-issued amateur oper-
ator license nor reciprocal permit for 
alien amateur licensee; 

(3) Be a prior amateur service li-
censee whose FCC-issued license was 
revoked, suspended for less than the 
balance of the license term and the sus-
pension is still in effect, suspended for 
the balance of the license term and re-
licensing has not taken place, or sur-
rendered for cancellation following no-
tice of revocation, suspension or mone-
tary forfeiture proceedings; or 

(4) Be the subject of a cease and de-
sist order that relates to amateur serv-
ice operation and which is still in ef-
fect. 

(e) An IARP is issued to the person 
by the country of which the person is a 
citizen. The person must not: 

(1) Be a resident alien or citizen of 
the United States, regardless of any 
other citizenship also held; 

(2) Hold an FCC-issued amateur oper-
ator license nor reciprocal permit for 
alien amateur licensee; 

(3) Be a prior amateur service li-
censee whose FCC-issued license was 
revoked, suspended for less than the 
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balance of the license term and the sus-
pension is still in effect, suspended for 
the balance of the license term and re-
licensing has not taken place, or sur-
rendered for cancellation following no-
tice of revocation, suspension or mone-
tary forfeiture proceedings; or 

(4) Be the subject of a cease and de-
sist order that relates to amateur serv-
ice operation and which is still in ef-
fect. 

[59 FR 54831, Nov. 2, 1994, as amended at 62 
FR 17567, Apr. 10, 1997; 63 FR 68977, Dec. 14, 
1998] 

§ 97.7 Control operation required. 

When transmitting, each amateur 
station must have a control operator. 
The control operator must be a person: 

(a) For whom an amateur operator/ 
primary station license grant appears 
on the ULS consolidated licensee data-
base, or 

(b) Who is authorized for alien recip-
rocal operation by § 97.107 of this part. 

[63 FR 68978, Dec. 14, 1998] 

§ 97.9 Operator license grant. 

(a) The classes of amateur operator 
license grants are: Novice, Technician, 
Technician Plus (until such licenses 
expire, a Technical Class license grant-
ed before February 14, 1991, is consid-
ered a Technician Plus Class license), 
General, Advanced, and Amateur 
Extra. The person named in the oper-
ator license grant is authorized to be 
the control operator of an amateur sta-
tion with the privileges authorized to 
the operator class specified on the li-
cense grant. 

(b) The person named in an operator 
license grant of Novice, Technician, 
Technician Plus, General or Advanced 
Class, who has properly submitted to 
the administering VEs a FCC Form 605 
document requesting examination for 
an operator license grant of a higher 
class, and who holds a CSCE indicating 
that the person has completed the nec-
essary examinations within the pre-
vious 365 days, is authorized to exercise 
the rights and privileges of the higher 
operator class until final disposition of 
the application or until 365 days fol-

lowing the passing of the examination, 
whichever comes first. 

[63 FR 68978, Dec. 14, 1998, as amended at 65 
FR 6549, Feb. 10, 2000] 

§ 97.11 Stations aboard ships or air-
craft. 

(a) The installation and operation of 
an amateur station on a ship or air-
craft must be approved by the master 
of the ship or pilot in command of the 
aircraft. 

(b) The station must be separate 
from and independent of all other radio 
apparatus installed on the ship or air-
craft, except a common antenna may 
be shared with a voluntary ship radio 
installation. The station’s trans-
missions must not cause interference 
to any other apparatus installed on the 
ship or aircraft. 

(c) The station must not constitute a 
hazard to the safety of life or property. 
For a station aboard an aircraft, the 
apparatus shall not be operated while 
the aircraft is operating under Instru-
ment Flight Rules, as defined by the 
FAA, unless the station has been found 
to comply with all applicable FAA 
Rules. 

§ 97.13 Restrictions on station loca-
tion. 

(a) Before placing an amateur station 
on land of environmental importance 
or that is significant in American his-
tory, architecture or culture, the li-
censee may be required to take certain 
actions prescribed by §§ 1.1305–1.1319 of 
this chapter. 

(b) A station within 1600 m (1 mile) of 
an FCC monitoring facility must pro-
tect that facility from harmful inter-
ference. Failure to do so could result in 
imposition of operating restrictions 
upon the amateur station by a District 
Director pursuant to § 97.121 of this 
part. Geographical coordinates of the 
facilities that require protection are 
listed in § 0.121(c) of this chapter. 

(c) Before causing or allowing an 
amateur station to transmit from any 
place where the operation of the sta-
tion could cause human exposure to RF 
electromagnetic field levels in excess 
of those allowed under § 1.1310 of this 
chapter, the licensee is required to 
take certain actions. 
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